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Call for Contributions

“Making Cities Resilient – My City is Getting Ready!”
Good Practices and Lessons Learned

Background
In May 2010, UNISDR launched the global campaign “Making Cities Resilient – My City is Getting Ready!”  (http://www.unisdr.org/campaign).The campaign is promoting increased understanding and commitment by local governments to risk reduction and building resilient cities to disasters and climate change. A “Ten-point checklist”
 for making cities resilient is the guiding document for commitments and an organizing principle to identify good practice, tools and resources in support of resilient cities/local governments (see submission template). The overall target of the campaign is to get as many local governments as possible committed to disaster risk reduction, and to span a global network of engaged cities, provinces and municipalities of different sizes, characteristics, risk profiles and locations, that can help and learn from each other. 

The campaign caters for knowledge sharing and increased capacities at local level. One important component in this process is to share and document experience and good practice. UNISDR is launching a call for collecting “good practices” and lessons learned by cities/local governments, particularly for those local governments or partners that have already signed-up to the campaign or are in the process of doing so. Illustrative good practices from other contexts are also welcome. The submissions will be made available online on the campaign and UNISDR website(s) for easy access to everyone. The most illustrative examples will also be published in a volume that will be released by the end of 2011, and others will be showcased during the Global Platform on Disaster Risk Reduction on 8-13 May 2011.

Guidelines for Submission 

Please submit a case study of a good practice or a lesson learned in addressing risk reduction at the local government level. Ideally, each good practice should be linked to one or several of the “Ten essentials”: 
· Fill in the template below, by providing a detailed answer to each and all of the questions listed; 

· Attach any relevant picture(s) that can help illustrating your case study (pictures should be in high-resolution, with a brief caption of max. two lines);

· Submit a high-resolution logo of your organisation (to be included in the publication);

· Provide your contact details (including name, title, organisational affiliation and e-mail address), for future correspondence.
All contributions should be sent by e-mail to Michele Cocchiglia (cocchiglia@un.org), by 15th January 2011. If you have any questions or want to discuss an idea for submission, please contact Michele Cocchiglia by e-mail or at +41 (0)22 917 8840.
Submission Template

	Content Finder
	Description

	Title
	· Please give the case study a very brief and, if possible, catchy and attractive title.

	

	


	When?
	· When was the initiative started?

· Is it still ongoing? 

· If not, when was it completed?

	

	


	Where?
	· Where was the initiative implemented (name of city / town / district / province, with geographical location, population, hazard exposure, etc.)?

	

	


	Who?
	· Who was involved (accurate rendering of people, institutions, etc.)? 

· Who and how many people were targeted?

· Who implemented, funded, sponsored or supported the initiative?

	

	


	Why?
	· Why is this good practice? 

· What have been the key success/failure factors of this initiative? 

· What are the innovative elements and results?
· What has been the city / local government contribution to reducing disaster risks and vulnerabilities?

	

	


	How?
	· How was the initiative implemented?

· What did this practice entail in terms of strategies and methodologies?

· How did this initiative contribute to reducing disaster risks and vulnerabilities?

	

	


	Lessons Learned
	· What is (are) the key lesson(s) learned from this practice? 

· What have been the major challenges of this initiative and how were they overcome (if they were)?

· How to improve similar initiatives in the future? 

	

	


	Potential for Replication
	· How easy would it be to replicate this practice elsewhere? 

· How could the practice be replicated in a different context?

· What would be the economic and political constraints to scaling-up?    

	

	


	Acronyms & Abbreviations
	· Full expansion of acronyms and abbreviations used

	

	


	10 Essentials for Making Cities Resilient

	· Does this initiative contribute to any of the Ten-essentials for Making Cities Resilient? (please check)


	
	1. Put in place organization and coordination to understand and reduce disaster risk, based on participation of citizen groups and civil society. Build local alliances. Ensure that all departments understand their role to disaster risk reduction and preparedness.

	
	2. Assign a budget for disaster risk reduction and provide incentives for homeowners, low‐income families, communities, businesses and public sector to invest in reducing the risks they face.

	
	3. Maintain up‐to‐date data on hazards and vulnerabilities, prepare risk assessments and use these as the basis for urban development plans and decisions. Ensure that this information and the plans for your city’s resilience are readily available to the public and fully discussed with them. 

	
	4. Invest in and maintain critical infrastructure that reduces risk, such as flood drainage, adjusted where needed to cope with climate change. 

	
	5. Assess the safety of all schools and health facilities and upgrade these as necessary.

	
	6. Apply and enforce realistic, risk‐compliant building regulations and land use planning principles. Identify safe land for low‐income citizens and develop upgrading of informal settlements, wherever feasible. 

	
	7. Ensure education programmes and training on disaster risk reduction are in place in schools and local communities. 

	
	8. Protect ecosystems and natural buffers to mitigate floods, storm surges and other hazards to which your city may be vulnerable. Adapt to climate change by building on good risk reduction practices. 

	
	9. Install early warning systems and emergency management capacities in your city and hold regular public preparedness drills. 

	
	10. After any disaster, ensure that the needs of the survivors are placed at the centre of reconstruction with support for them and their community organizations to design and help implement responses, including rebuilding homes and livelihoods. 


Note: Submission of documentation implies that the author authorizes the UNISDR secretariat to publish the contents, in part or in full, in print or online, for disaster risk reduction advocacy and other purposes. Should you have any need for clarification, please contact the UNISDR secretariat at isdr@un.org.































� The “Ten essentials” build on the Hyogo Framework for Action adapted to the local level, and is accompanied by additional questions as indicators for baseline and progress reporting.


� The Checklist builds on the priorities identified in the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters - � HYPERLINK "http://www.unisdr.org/hfa" ��www.unisdr.org/hfa�










