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Words into Action: National Disaster Risk Assessment Guideline 

 Concept Note  

Consultation Event  

 

Organized by: UNISDR 

Date: May 23rd, at 17:00-19:00  

Room: Expo Center 3 

Contact: Sahar Safaie (safaie@un.org) 

Background 

In 2016 UNISDR commissioned development of a guideline on National Disaster Risk Assessment 

(NDRA) as part of a series of guidelines under UNISDR Words into Action initiative. NDRA guideline is 

a result of a collaboration of over 100 leading experts from national authorities, international 

organizations, non-governmental organizations, academia, think-tanks, etc. 

The  Guidelines are intended to:   

(a) Motivate and guide countries in establishing a national system for understanding disaster 

risk that would act as the central repository of all publicly available risk information. This 

national system would lead the implementation and updates of national disaster risk 

assessment for use in disaster risk management, including for risk-informed disaster risk 

reduction strategies and development plans;  

 (b) Encourage NDRA leaders and implementing entities to aim for holistic assessments that 

would provide an understanding of the many different dimensions of disaster risk (hazards, 

exposures, vulnerabilities, capacities). The assessments would include diverse types of direct 

and indirect impacts of disaster – such as physical, social, economic, environmental and 

institutional. They would also provide information on the underlying drivers of risk – such as 

climate change, poverty, inequality, weak governance and unchecked urban expansion.  

The Guidelines are structured in three parts. The first part focuses on important elements in the 

NDRA process: preparation and scoping, implementation and use of results. The second part consists 

of modules on specific issues that should be considered depending on the objective and scope of the 

assessment. The third part covers more in-depth information on conducting risk assessment for 

various hazards.  

Although the Guidelines focus on national disaster risk assessment, many of the concepts presented 

are relevant and applicable for subnational or sector-specific assessments. 

An interim version of the guideline will be  for 2 months of Global Consultations: 
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http://www.preventionweb.net/publications/view/52828 

 

The Objective: To consult with country representatives and experts on three questions: 

i. What are the critical improvements needed for the final version of the guideline by 

September 2017? 

ii. What is the best modality, format, platform, events to disseminate the guideline? 

iii. How can international collaboration support countries with capacity development 

on national disaster risk assessment as outlined in the guideline? 

 Format: This event will start with a short introduction of the guideline and will be continued 

as a moderated discussions among the participants on the three questions above. 

This even is by invitation, although all interested parties are welcomed. The attendees are required 

to read the main body of the guideline, which will be available at this link on May 16th , 

prior to the event.  

 

NDRA process and enabling elements 
Stage I: Preparing and scoping 
Element 1 Establishing NDRA governance mechanism 

Element 2 Defining the policy scope and technical scope of NDRA 

Element 3 Developing NDRA data management plan 

Element 4 Developing NDRA required capacities 

Element 5 Developing terms of reference for NDRA   

Stage II: Conducting risk analysis 
Element  6 Selecting methodologies  
Element  7          Key Considerations 
Element  8  Preparing the outputs of  risk analysis for communication with stakeholders 

Stage III: Using results for DRM and development decisions 

Element 9  Facilitating the process  for applying results in DRM decisions and solutions 

Element 10  Ensuring Long term sustainability of NDRA system 
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