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Biographies of Chairperson and Speakers 
Working Session 11: National DRR strategies and climate NAPs 

 
Chairperson 

H.E. Ms Nazhat Shameem 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations of the Government of Fiji in Geneva 
 

A lawyer by profession, and a former judge of the High Court 
of Fiji, H. E. Nazhat Shameem Kahan is currently Fiji's 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations in Geneva, 
Switzerland. She is also Ambassador to Switzerland. She is a 
citizen of Fiji, attended the Suva Grammar School in Fiji, and 
obtained her tertiary education in the United Kingdom. She 
holds a BA Law Hons. from Sussex University, an LLM from 
Cambridge University, an MPHIL (Criminology) from 
Cambridge University, and is a barrister of Inner Temple 
London. She practised as a prosecutor in Fiji from 1984 to 1999. 

She is a former Director of Public Prosecutions of Fiji. She was appointed to the High Court 
Bench in 1999. She served as a judge for 10 years, then opened her own practice in Fiji. She 
was engaged in training lawyers, judges and the business community as well as non-
government organisations, on litigation skills, governance, human rights law and practice, 
criminal law and practice, HIV law, legal ethics and gender competence in the justice system. 
In February 2017 she was appointed Chief Negotiator for Fiji's Presidency of COP 23. She is a 
member of the Advisory Board for the Centre for Multilateral Negotiations and a member of 
the Board of Trustees for UNITAR. She chairs the UNISDR Support Group, a Group set up to 
further the goals of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and of the UNISDR 
work. She has been on the Advisory Council of the Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice at 
the International Criminal Court, since the inception of the Court. 
 
 

Speakers 
 
Ms. Daniela Jacob 
Director of the Climate Service Center Germany, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
Report Co-ordinating Lead Author Germany 
 

Prof. Dr. Daniela Jacob is Head of the Climate Service Center 
Germany (GERICS), a scientific organisational entity of Helmholtz-
Zentrum Geesthacht, and visiting professor at Leuphana 
University, Faculty of Sustainability. She holds a PhD in 
meteorology, was Lead Author of the 5th Assessment Report of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and 
Coordinating Lead Author for the IPCC Special Report Global 
Warming of 1.5 °C.  
 

Her research interests focus on regional climate modelling, the hydrological cycle, and 
adaption to climate change. She is member of several committees and Ex-officio member of 
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the ‘Earth League’, an international alliance of prominent scientists from world-class research 
institutions. Her main research fields and areas of interest are regional climate modelling and 
the hydrological cycle.  
 
Moreover, Daniela Jacob is Editor-in-Chief of Journal “Climate Services”, a new scientific 
Journal she co-founded with Elsevier. 
 
 
Ms. Hana Hamadalla Mohamed 
Co-Chair LDC Expert Group, Sudan, National Government 
 

Dr. Hamadalla is the Senior Researcher and Climate Change 
experts at Higher Council for Environment and Natural Resources, 
Ministry of Environment Natural Resources. She holds a Ph.D. on 
Improving Adaptive Capacities to Climate Extremes and Change 
through dissemination and use of seasonal rainfall forecasts, as a 
mean for reducing the vulnerability of the rural community in a 
drought – prone area of Sudan from the University of Khartoum - 
Institute of Environmental Studies, a M.Sc. on Assessment of Anti-
desertification projects from the University of Khartoum, Faculty 

of Forestry. For more than 28 years Hana Hamadalla has developed experience in Natural 
Resources, Environment and Development issues, including; 12 years in Climate Change 
issues and environmental aspects in Sudan and other countries. Her areas of expertise are: 
vulnerability, adaptation and mitigation. She is the Project manager for Low Carbon 
Development Strategy in Sudan, Member of National Team of Experts on Technology Need 
Assessment for Climate change – Mitigation /Adaptation UNEP 2013, She is also facilitator for 
forestry working groups in the national assessment of forest sector for establishment of key 
baseline information necessary to support the assessment and preparation of the REDD+ 
process in Sudan – assessment support by UNEP-Sudan 2011-2013, member of the Team 
Authors for preparation of RPP for REDD+, UNDP 2013-2015, Climate Change policy & 
Measures 2015 and Sudan NDCs 2015. She is also the technical Reviewer Expert – UNFCCC for 
the Report of the National Communications of Parties included in Annex I to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and Biennial Reports of 
developed country Parties, Chair of LEG –UNFCCC Constitute body. 
  
 
Mr. Emmanuel M. de Guzman 
Secretary Climate Change Commission, Philippines 
 

Mr. Guzman is an international expert on disaster risk reduction 
(DRR) and climate change adaptation (CCA), a public health 
specialist, and an economist. He has more than 30 years of work 
experience in public service and civil society since 1986, and more 
than 20 years of professional work experience in the fields of DRR, 
CCA, and humanitarian action at national and international levels 
since 1993. 
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He previously worked in the Philippine Government under four administrations, 1986-2001. 
He was director at the Department of National Defence and deputy administrator at the 
Office for Civil Defence - National Disaster Coordinating Council, 1998-2001. He was advisor 
on contingency planning at the National Security Council, 1997-1998. He was head executive 
assistant and national program manager at the Department of Health, 1986-1997. 
 
Outside government, Mr. Guzman advised national and local government agencies and 
international and regional organizations, including the United Nations system, on DRR-CCA 
for sustainable development, health emergency preparedness and management, multi-
hazard early warning, gender mainstreaming, public-private partnership, and policy 
leadership and advocacy.  
 
He was senior regional expert on disaster risk management of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) Secretariat in 2006 and 2013. He also served as senior advisor on 
disaster risk reduction at World Meteorological Organization and UNISDR in Geneva, 
Switzerland, promoting high-level advocacy and multi-stakeholder partnership on DRR-CCA 
at all levels, 2007-2015. 
 
He was appointed commissioner of the Philippine Climate Change Commission (CCC) in 
September 2015, and led the negotiations by the Philippines on the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement at COP21 in December 2015. 
 
 
Mr. Paul Desanker 
Manager National Adaptation Plans and Policy Adaptation Programme United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
 

Mr. Paul Desanker is a Manager in the Adaptation Programme of 
the Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) and responsible for the sub-
programme on National Adaptation Plans and Policy (NAPP). He 
has extensive experience working on issues related to adaptation 
to climate change, ecological modelling, remote sensing, 
integrated assessment, and has served as Coordinating Lead 
Author of the Third Assessment Report of the IPCC. His 
professional experience within the United Nations also includes 

work on capacity-building and outreach, and he now supports work on National Adaptation 
Programmes of Action (NAPAs) and National Adaptation Plans (NAPs). He oversaw the 
development of the technical guidelines for NAPAs in 2001 that have been used by the least 
developed countries in preparing NAPAs, and more recently, technical guidelines for the NAPs 
that are being used by developing countries to prepare national adaptation plans. He serves 
as secretary to the Least Developed Countries Expert Group (LEG). 
 
Prior to his current position, he served as a member and Chair of the UNFCCC LDC Expert 
Group, and was an Associate Professor of Geography at Penn State University, and as 
Assistant Research Professor at the University of Virginia. He coordinated the Miombo 
Network from 1994 to 2006, under the auspices of the IGBP and START. 
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Mr. Desanker holds a Master’s degree in Mathematics and a PhD in Forest Biometrics from 
Michigan Technological University, USA, and BSc (Hons) in Forestry from Aberdeen University, 
Scotland.   
 
Mr. Loti Yates 
Director of National Disaster and Management Office, Solomon Islands 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
First Responder from the Floor: 
 
Ms. Anais Rouveyrol 
Advisor for Disaster Risk Management and Community Resilience, SPC Secretariat of the 
Pacific Community 
 

Anais is working for the Pacific Community as a Regional Advisor for 
Disaster Management and Community Resilience. She provides 
technical and high-level policy advice to coordinate the Pacific 
Resilience Partnership (PRP), and provides support for the 
implementation of the Framework for Resilient Development in the 
Pacific (FRDP). She is working in close collaboration with all 
stakeholder groups to enhance and accelerate coherent resilience-
building in the region.  

 
She also supports Pacific Island countries and territories (PICTs) for policy development and 
review as well as for the development of good governance practices related to resilience to 
climate change and disasters.  
 
She worked previously a Team Leader for Members and Partners engagement at the Pacific 
Islands Development Forum and six years as an Advisor for multilateral cooperation for the 
Government of New Caledonia.  
 


