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Hon’ble Chair, Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

On 4th May 2019, Severe Cyclonic Storm “Fani” hit Bangladesh. It was one of the strongest cyclones in last one decade. However, we could evacuate more than 16 million people to the cyclone shelter within 8 hours and which minimized damages through whole of society approach. The Government of Bangladesh is confident that investment in disaster risk reduction and preparedness for any disasters are going proper way.

Bangladesh is always evolving disaster risk management to the next level. We have taken initiatives to mainstream Disaster Risk Management through the 7th Five Year Plan (2016-2020), the medium-term national development plan of the country. We have identified specific role of different ministries to achieve the targets of Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR). Now DRR concept and responsibilities are shared to all ministries. Bangladesh has produced the National Plan for Disaster Management (NPDM) for the period of 2016-2020 in align with SFDRR.
Sustainable Development Goals 2030 and Actions for Climate Changes are related to resilience nexus. Therefore, intersections and meeting point of poverty reduction, environment, disaster risk reduction and climate changes are adequately addressed through the mainstreaming in the development planning and budgeting systems. We have constructed 4071 cyclone shelters in the coastal region to save the vulnerable people from cyclone. Another 220 cyclone shelter will be completed within June 2019. Twenty thousand houses have been raised in the flood prone areas to bring them out of the risk of flood as well as vicious cycle of poverty.

We are implementing number of activities to ensure access of the person with disability, elderly people and pregnant women to the shelters and marketplaces. With the sense of ensuring build back better concept, we are also implementing rural infrastructure project for better local navigation and water drainage. 
Bangladesh is also emphasizing to utilize demographic dividend increasing youth engagement in DRR as change makers and the community volunteer for emergency preparedness and response. We have more than 4 million volunteers, who are ready to serve at preparedness, rescue and response stages. We have taken initiative to promote social networking as a bridging point of youth engagement, volunteerism and green development. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Government of Bangladesh is working on Sendai Framework Monitoring in align with agreed indicators last year (2017). Due to the coordination mechanism of the jurisdiction of each department, we are facing some difficulties to collect related basic data. However, we are working for the data collection and validation through developing inter-ministerial coordination mechanism among stakeholders.
We have Disaster Management Act, Disaster Management Policy, National Plan for Disaster Management 2016-2020. Establishing local level disaster risk management strategy and plans for achieving the Target E is under process. Right after the Sendai Framework on DRR agreed, translated SFDRR into Bangla language. Since last year, Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief has been providing various trainings related to DRR in align with SFDRR. We hope we could show substantial progress by 2020.

Government of Bangladesh organized the first World Conference on Disability Inclusive Disaster Risk Management in 2015, known as Dhaka Conference after adoption of SFDRR. Outcome of that conference was Dhaka Declaration, which has been endorsed by AMCDRR 2016 at New Delhi and Urged to the all countries through the Chair’s Summary of Cancun Global Platform on DRR in 2017. Bangladesh organized 2nd International Conference on Disability Inclusive Disaster Risk Management in May 2018 at Dhaka as well. Outcome of “Dhaka Declaration+” was also recognized at AMCDRR 2018 at Ulaanbaatar in Mongolia. We are fully committed and trying to realize the inclusive disaster resilience society.

Hon’ble Chair, Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

We would like to express our firm commitment to carry out the SFDRR agenda, to build a safer country and a safer world with the cooperation of all member states and development partners.

Thank you so much.

