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“Making Cities Resilient: My City is getting ready!”

Official Campaign Partners’ Statement of Commitment

The (name of the institution and brief profile) 
The mandate of the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) is to serve as the focal point in the United Nations system for the coordination of disaster reduction and to ensure synergies among the disaster reduction activities of the United Nations system and regional organizations and activities in socio-economic and humanitarian fields. In 2010, UNISDR launched the Making Cities Resilient Campaign, which aims at raising political commitment to disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation among local governments and mayors, and promotes the principle of sustainable urbanizations. 
We, (name of the institution)
… in accordance with the “Making Cities Resilient” Campaign
 Strategy,

… linked to the priorities of the Sendai Framework for DRR
, and

… in overall agreement with the Resilient Cities Ten Point Checklist
, 

… agree to be a committed Official Campaign Partner to
, 

1. support, within our possibilities, the Making Cities Resilient Campaign as an organization,

2. promote the objectives and principles of the Campaign throughout 2030,

3. share relevant experiences and technical information related to all aspects of urban resilience, including development of local disaster risk reduction and resilience strategy, city to city learning, capacity development, research and offer areas of implementation
4. participate in national, regional and global forums in support of the Campaign.
	Name 
Title

	German Velasquez

Chief, Advocacy and Outreach
UNISDR




Goal and objectives of the Making Cities Resilient Campaign
The goal is to promote that local governments:
· Know more, by raising awareness of citizens and governments at all levels of the benefits of reducing urban risks.
· Invest wisely, by identifying budget allocations within local government funding plans to invest in disaster risk reduction activities.

· Build more safely, by including disaster risk reduction in participatory urban development planning processes and protect lives and critical infrastructure.
Overall, the Campaign seeks to raise awareness and effect change by urging local governments to take immediate action, and to build multi-stakeholder partnerships to achieve the implementation of the Sendai Framework at the local level, by working together with local organizations, grass root networks, private sector and national authorities. The attached ten-point checklist of “essentials” for making cities resilient – not to be exhaustive – will serve as a guide for commitment during the Campaign (see annex 1).
This can be achieved through building long-lasting partnerships, including some of the following actions:
	Five Actions that the “Making Cities Resilient” campaign will develop and support

	1. To Convince
	How?

	Raise the commitment to sustainable urbanization, which will reduce disaster risk for all spheres of government and contribute to all levels of decision-making
	Organize roundtables and policy dialogues among national and local authorities at national, regional and international forums, led by mayors, with the goal of getting national and local “compacts” of commitment to strengthen capacities in disaster risk reduction to strengthen capacities in disaster risk reduction. Create the political space for local actors.

	2. To Connect
	How?

	Build partnerships between local and national authorities, along with local actors, civil society groups, private sector, academia and expert organizations
	Set up advisory and steering groups, fostering local and national alliance that ensure engagement of various groups that assist the local governments in fast track implementation.

	3. To Inform
	How?

	Raise awareness of urban disaster risk and inform people how local governments and citizens can address risk as part of their development planning, building safer schools and hospitals and strengthening local government services
	Organize public meetings, begin dialogues, promote drills and local events, hold high-profile events and involve the media as a means to keep the citizens and stakeholders well informed.

	4. To Learn
	How?

	Increase knowledge and improve access to tools, technology and capacity development opportunities for local governments and local actors
	In collaboration with researchers, practitioners, training centres and role-model cities, apply the handbook for local governments, by providing city-to-city learning, training, technical cooperation and guidance.

	5. Achive Targets
	How?

	Support cities in achieving the targets of the Sendai Framework
	Utilise the indicators and tools developed for the implementation of Ten Essentials to assist cities in achieving seven targets recommended by the Sendai Framework with the priority focus on “establishment of maximum DRR plans by 2020”



Annex I 

                 Ten Essentials for Making Cities Resilient

The campaign proposes a checklist of Ten Essentials for Making Cities Resilient that can be implemented by mayors and local governments. The checklist derives from the four priorities of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030. These are interdependent key steps towards building and maintaining resilience to disasters.
Enabling Essentials -----------------------------------------

1: Organise for Disaster Resilience - Put in place an organizational structure and identify the necessary processes to understand and act on reducing exposure, its impact and vulnerability to disasters.
2: Identify, understand and use current and future risk scenarios - City governments should identify and understand their risk, including hazards, exposure and vulnerabilities, and use this knowledge to inform decision making.
3: Strengthen Financial Capacity for Resilience - Understand the economic impact of disasters and the need for investment in resilience. 
Operational Essentials ------------------------------------------------

4: Pursue Resilient Urban Development and Design-  The built environment needs to be assessed and made resilient as applicable, informed by risks identified.
5: Safeguard Natural Buffers to enhance ecosystems’ protective functions - Identify, protect, upgrade and monitor ecosystems services that confer a disaster resilience benefits.
6: Strengthen institutional capacity for resilience - Ensure that all institutions relevant to a city’s resilience have the capabilities they need to discharge their roles
7: Understand and strengthen societal capacity for resilience - Cultivate an environment for social connectedness which promotes a culture of mutual help through recognition of the role of cultural heritage and education in disaster risk reduction
8: Increase infrastructure resilience - Assess the capacity and adequacy of, as well as linkages between, critical infrastructure systems and upgrade these as necessary according to risks identified.
Build back better Essentials --------------------------------------------------

9: Ensure effective preparedness and disaster response - Ensure the creation and updating of disaster response plans are informed by risks identified and communicated to all stakeholders through use of organizational structure.
10: Expedite Recovery and Build Back Better - Ensure sufficient pre-disaster plans according to risks identified and that after any disaster, the needs of the affected are at the center of recovery and reconstruction, with their support to design and implement rebuilding.

Annex II 
Partnership Activities
In the context of this partnership, (name of the institution) undertakes to:
Please list and commit to actions that the partner will undertake to support the campaign
1.
2.

3.

Focal point information

	Please fill in
	UNISDR focal point: 
Africa: Animesh KUMAR
Americas: Saskia CARUSI and Luara LOPES
Arab States: Ragy SARO
Asia & Pacific: Hang Thi Thanh PHAM and Tomoko Minowa 
Europe: Biljana Markova
Central Asia: Madhavi Ariyabandu
North East Asia: Sanjaya Bhatia
Global: Abhilash PANDA



� DATE \@ "dd MMMM yyyy" �12 February 2016�








� www.unisdr.org/campaign


� http://www.preventionweb.net/files/43291_sendaiframeworkfordrren.pdf


� Annex I


� Specific details of the partnership are provided in Annex II
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