
 

 

 

Office of the Executive Director (OED) 
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February 25, 2011 

United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction Secretariat (UNISDR) 

Administrator of the UN Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction 

Palais des Nations, 8-14 Avenue de la Paix, CH-1211 Geneva10 

Tel: +41 22 917 8908   Fax: +41-22-917-8964 

Email: isdr-sasakawa@un.org 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

With this letter, the Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) would like to nominate Patong 

Municipality for the Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction 2011. 

 

ADPC is a regional institute based in Thailand that has developed over 25 years a credible 

experience and expertise in Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in Asia. We have been cooperating 

with Patong Municipality in DRR, especially for the management of flash flood, landslide and 

inundation which are prominent risks in the city given its mountainous topography, heavy 

rainfall for eight months of the year and high population density. As a famous coastal tourism 

spot, Patong was also hit severely by Tsunami in 2004 and is still facing with this risk.  

 

Working effectively with partners including universities and business associations, the Patong 

Municipality has mastered risk assessment and has developed hazard and risk maps for each 

type of hazards: landslide, Tsunami, fire and inundation. Based on these maps, Disaster 

Management Plan for the city has been prepared and updated with different types of disaster 

scenarios and division of responsibilities of different municipal divisions before, during and after 

disasters and emergencies. We highly appreciate the clear accountabilities of the Mayor, Deputy 

Mayors and other personnel in implementing this Plan that has been made publicly available.  

 

In addition, Patong Municipality continuous efforts to train local residents, volunteers and 

students to manage the risks of various hazards are well recognized. 

 

I strongly believe that Patong Municipality has achieved tremendous results in saving people 

lives and property and making the city an attractive tourism spot, just a year after the Tsunami. 

Patong has set a good example for other coastal local governments in Thailand and elsewhere. 

Herewith, I would like to submit the following documents to support our nomination, which is 

available at: http://tinyurl.com/patong-unisdr 

 

1. PowerPoint Documentation 

2. Organizational Profile of Patong Municipality 

3. The Proposal of Use of the Award Money 

4. Supporting Documentation against the Ten-point check list of Essentials for resilient city 
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5. Three Supporting Letters 

- From Mr. Tri Augkaradacha (Governor of Phuket Province) 

- From Mrs. Bangornrat Shinaprayoon (Director of Tourism Authority of Thailand, 

Phuket Office) 

- From Mr. Somboon Chirayus (President of Phuket Tourist Association) 

6. Short Video on disaster risk reduction activities of Patong 

 

I wish to thank you for your kind cooperation in this regards. 

 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

 

 

Dr. Bhichit Rattakul 

Executive Director  

 


