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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE AFRICA PLATFORM TO THE FIRST SESSION OF THE GLOBAL PLATFORM ON DRR
The Africa Platform called on the Global Platform to:

1. Strengthen capacities of Governments and national platforms to identify, assess and monitor disaster risks at national and sub-national levels for effective development planning including strengthening of people-centered early warning systems and preparedness.;
2. Step-up  advocacy efforts in order to secure increased commitment of all stakeholders, particularly political leaders, to further enhance DRR globally with special attention to Africa;

3. Support development and utilization of capacities within institutions at regional, sub-regional and national levels such as the AU, RECs and National Platforms and specialized institutions for implementation of  DRR and HFA programmes;    

4. Support development and use of indigenous capacities to enhance preparedness for effective response by regional and sub-regional institutions, national Governments and local communities;
5. Strengthen capacities of Governments and local authorities, civil society, media and private sector institutions to promote partnerships for public awareness of the importance of DRR in development;
6. Increase awareness of and participation by Africa in the operations of the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) for increased focus on Africa, including financial and technical support to National Platforms;
7. Accelerate support for addressing risks arising from hazards of particular significance for Africa, especially epidemics, droughts and floods and other hydro-meteorological hazards which are projected to increase as a result of global climate change and variability;
8. Encourage international partners to strengthen and utilize existing regional, sub-regional and national mechanisms (public and private) in channeling their support to Africa’s own efforts to promote DRR for sustainable development;
9. Encourage integration of DRR in planning and implementation of humanitarian relief, recovery, environmental and development programs, particularly by international partners;
10. Strengthen involvement of Africa in the implementation of the Global Early Warning System including promoting synergies amongst existing institutions for early warning, climate applications in development and risk monitoring;
11. Develop where necessary new networks and partnerships and strengthen existing ones for increased collaboration and sharing of information and experiences amongst African institutions and between Africa and other regions;
12. Promote and support decentralized and participatory approaches to DRR taking into account the strengths and knowledge base as well as the needs of the vulnerable communities at risk particularly women, children and people with disabilities;
13. Encourage positive contributions and interventions of the private sector and civil society in DRR in Africa that augment and comply with international best practices. 

FIRST AFRICA REGIONAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION CONSULTATIVE MEETING

Background

In an increasingly vulnerable world, nations, communities and individuals are confronted daily with suffering and loss of lives and livelihoods resulting from disasters triggered by natural hazards. Worldwide, the number and frequency of disasters grows every year. This trend, compounded by dramatic projections related to climate change and global warming, has made the international community realize how urgent it is to significantly increase national, local and community actions to reduce risk, manage vulnerabilities and prevent future disasters.

The Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) 2005-2015: Building the resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters that was adopted by 168 Governments at the World Conference for Disaster Reduction in Kobe (Japan) in January 2005 called on the ISDR secretariat to facilitate the coordination of effective and integrated action within the organizations of the United Nations system and among other relevant international and regional entities, in accordance with their respective mandates, to support the implementation of the Framework. 

In the HFA, Governments committed themselves to five priorities for action:

1. Ensure that disaster risk reduction is a national and a local priority with a strong institutional basis for implementation

2. Identify, assess and monitor disaster risks and enhance early warning

3. Use knowledge, innovation and education to build a culture of safety and safety and resilience at all levels

4. Reduce the underlying risk factors

5. Strengthen disaster preparedness for effective response at all levels

The HFA also called on international and regional partners to cooperate to advance integrated approaches to building disaster resilient nations and communities, by encouraging stronger linkages, coherence and integration of disaster risk reduction elements into the humanitarian and sustainable development fields. 

The United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, in his capacity as chairperson of the International Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction (ISDR), launched a consultative process in 2006 to consider practical ways to strengthen the ISDR system and better support Governments to meet their commitments to implement the Hyogo Framework for Action. 

The ISDR system comprises numerous organisations worldwide working together to reduce disaster losses, in lives and in social, economic and environmental assets and to implement the HFA.

The broad consultations initiated by United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs identified a set of proposals that include convening multi-stakeholder platforms at the following levels:

(1) Global Level

The Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction is the main global forum on DRR for all parties involved in disaster risk reduction: Governments, United Nations agencies, international financial institutions, regional bodies, civil society, the private sector, and the scientific and academic communities.  The Global Platform has four main aims

· to increase the profile of DRR and the HFA as part of development and climate change adaptation;

· to share lessons and good practice and provide practical guidance for nations and communities to reduce disaster risk

· to assess progress in implementing the Hyogo Framework and identify obstacles, critical problems and emerging issues;

· to enhance cooperation and concerted action by the international community to support national and local implementation.
 The First Session of the Global Platform is scheduled for Geneva, Switzerland from 5 to 7 June 2007.

(2) Regional Level

Regional platforms are forums – (Africa, Asia, Latin America, Europe) for cooperation at regional and sub-regional level, including inter-agency task forces and networks of national platforms, for coordination and mainstreaming of disaster risk reduction in regional settings, and for advocacy and information networking. The first meeting of the Africa Platform took place from 26th to 27th of April 2007, in Nairobi Kenya.

(3) National Level

National Platforms are forums for coordination of disaster risk reduction at national level and implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action with appropriate links to the UN Country Teams. As of now twenty five African Countries have established National Platforms. 

(4) Thematic Level

Thematic platforms or networks of expertise  are specialized institutions for scientific support to priority areas identified in the Hyogo Framework for Action (such as climate change adaptation, school education – development of curriculum and safer schools, environmental policies and processes, rehabilitation and recovery programmes). 

Opening Ceremony

The meeting was moderated by Mr. Martin Owor Head of UN/ISDR Africa Outreach Office.  He noted that the first Africa Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction Conference was organized by the African Union Commission and UN/ISDR Africa Outreach Office with support from the World Bank under the Global Fund for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR)

He welcomed on behalf of the three co-organizers, dignitaries and participants who included Hon. John Munyes, Kenya Minister of State for Special Programmes (Guest of Honour), African Union Commission Delegate, Ambassadors and High Commissioners, UN Agencies Representatives, National Platform Chairpersons, Regional Economic Commissions Representatives, NGOs and Private Sector Representatives. 
Mr. Owor informed delegates that the theme of the conference was, “Strengthening Regional, Sub-regional and National Platforms of the ISDR System for the Implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action”. 
The objectives of the conference were:

(1) to review progress in the implementation of Hyogo Framework (HFA), share experiences, lessons learned and tools for implementation;
(2) to promote regional cooperation, strengthen further coordination mechanisms, understanding, commitment and approaches for Disaster risk reduction in Africa; and
(3) to prepare African participation at the Global Platform for DRR to take place 5-7 June in Geneva; draw priorities and needs for consideration  the Global Platform for Disaster reduction.
The expected outputs of the first Africa Platform meeting included:               

(1) enhanced networking and collaboration amongst regional stakeholders in the promotion and commitment to DRR;

(2) increased understanding and knowledge of DRR in Africa; and
(3) adoption of Africa priorities and needs for disaster reduction for discussions at the First Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction.

Mr Owor noted that UN/ISDR Secretariat is an entity within the United Nations with a line of accountability to the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and serves as a catalyst and main focal point within the UN system for disaster risk reduction, promoting ownership and commitment to disaster risk reduction by national, regional and international stakeholders and reporting on progress in the implementation of the Hyogo Framework of Action. 

UN/ISDR Secretariat operates an outreach office for Africa based in Nairobi at the UN Complex in Gigiri. The outreach office facilitates active participation of African governments, Inter-Governmental and non governmental organizations involved in disaster risk reduction to share experiences on progress and challenges in the implementation of the Hyogo Framework of action. 
The Africa platform meeting was planned to prepare Africa’s participation in the Global platform for Disaster Risk reduction planned for 5-7 June in Geneva. 

African delegates to the Global platform were therefore expected after the conference to be in position to raise the visibility of Africa’s disaster risk reduction strategies, policies and progress not only at the global scene but also back home to national Governments with the hope that the International Community and African Governments make disaster risk reduction a priority in their development programmes

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS OF THE ISDR SYSTEM

STATEMENT BY THE UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (UNEP)
Dr. James Kamara, the UNEP representative, thanked ISDR Secretariat and the AU for convening the first Africa platform meeting and welcomed national delegates. He noted that vulnerability to risks and disasters in Africa is high and rising and pointed out that one of the causes is the high population growth rate and environmental degradation.

He highlighted the importance of the meeting considering that Africa is highly vulnerable to natural disasters especially those due to Hydro-meteorological causes such as droughts and floods, HIV/AIDS and other technological disasters.

He noted that DRR is fundamental to the continent’s development in that it addresses both environmental and humanitarian concerns. Understanding DRR and mainstreaming it is fundamental to the continent’s sustainable development.

He observed that the African regional platform for DRR is an important network that will promote regional cooperation in boosting Africa’s support for the HFA and will also serve as a key African instrument for systematic thoughts and commitment to priority actions across sectors and territories.  It will also increase the profile of DRR at all levels and also enhance strategic contribution to the implementation of the MDGs.

The environment is important to DRR and there are six main areas in the environment where socio-economic aspects are anchored.  These are the atmosphere, land, forest, fresh water, and biodiversity, coastal and marine habitats. These six areas are always affected by disasters in one way or another but they at the same time provide vital ecosystem services thus the need to protect them due to their importance to socio-economic well being of populations.

It is vital to understand and know the environment because it is the major recipient of disaster risk and therefore, there can be no sustainable disaster risk management if the environmental dimension is not involved. Dr. James Kamara once again reminded the participants of UNEP’s commitment to promote implementation of DRR in the region.

STATEMENT BY THE WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANISATION (WMO)

Mr. Stephen Njoroge representing WMO noted that disasters caused by hydro-meteorological factors set back the socio-economic development of countries not only by years but by decades. Statistics show that most of the natural disasters experienced in the continent are caused by hydro-meteorological factors. The effect of these disasters has been massive loss of lives, loss of manpower, loss of human yields and income especially in Africa which is more vulnerable where natural disasters are concerned.

The relationship between climate change and increasing natural hazards has negatively influenced the continent, however, despite the fact that natural disasters have increased over the years, loss of lives has decreased as a result of  more effective disaster preparedness and now disaster risk reduction efforts.
The WMO aims at strengthening cooperation between the national meteorological departments, UN/ISDR and all other organizations working towards DRR.

The WMO has developed a strategic work plan aimed at 

· Strengthening cooperation within national meteorological services;
· Modernizing of the national weather systems; and
· Coordinating human resource development in this area among others.

Mr. Njoroge noted that for all the above happen there is need for strong coordination and partnership between the key stakeholders.

STATEMENT BY THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (UNDP)
The UNDP Representative noted that the Africa platform is an opportunity to demonstrate commitment to DRR which is turning the tide on disasters towards sustainable development. Most of the disasters occurring in the world today are in one way or another related to water (droughts, land slides, cyclones, hurricanes, typhoons etc...). Natural hazards are part of life but they become disasters when they negatively impact on peoples lives. Environmental degradation, climate change, increase in population densities etc are some of the causes of increased occurrences in natural disasters. 

Risk assessment; better planning and disaster reduction should be an integral part of all sustainable development projects and policies developed in the continent.

The catalytic role of MDGs should not be forgotten as they occupy a pivotal role on the global development agenda and their achievement will positively impact on development. Africans should continue owning the DRR initiative and chart the way forward; development can prevent natural events from becoming humanitarian disasters.

STATEMENT BY THE AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION (AUC) 

Dr Foday Bojang expressed his pleasure to represent the AUC at the African platform meeting aimed at preparing Africa for the forthcoming global platform to be held in Geneva 5th to 7th June 2007.

He thanked the UN/ISDR and the World Bank for their continued support and commitment towards DRR promotion in Africa. The importance of regional collaboration for DRR strategies cannot be overemphasized due to the serious economic and social impact of natural disasters on the continent. The African platform would enable Africa’s concerns to be sufficiently articulated at global foras. The African Platform also enables the continent to speak with one voice at the Global Platform and objectively influence the outcome that would be beneficial to Africa in the context of global actions in regard to DRR and Disaster Risk Management.

The HFA adopted in January 2005, challenged the world community at local, national and regional levels to address disaster risk reduction through the following objectives:

· Integration of disaster reduction into sustainable development policies and planning;
· Develop and strengthen institutions, mechanisms and capabilities to build resilience to hazards;
· Incorporation of risk reduction approaches into the implementation of emergency preparedness, response and recovery programs.
He reiterated the importance of harmonizing efforts towards DRR at the continental level. He noted that in June 2004 an African Regional Strategy for Regional collaboration that sought to ensure the implementation of the HFA and protect the African population from natural disasters was established. 
The AUC also applauded the growing partnership between itself and the UN/ISDR and the World Bank and stated that it would soon be embarking on a sub regional focus as regards DRR. The AUC would also continue to facilitate and coordinate the different efforts towards DRR noting that the Africa Platform meeting is important to them and they look forward to its successful completion.

STATEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR (REPRESENTATIVE) OF UN/ISDR 

On behalf of the UN/ISDR Director, Mr. Salvano Briceno who sent his apologies for not being present in person, Mr. Andrew Maskrey thanked the participants for their presence and active contribution to DRR over the years.  He gave a brief on how the current trends on disaster risk was understood by all and also gave information on the progress being made in addressing DRR globally;

Current trends in DRR

1) Disasters are increasing but over the last 20 years, the number of deaths seems to be reducing. The good progress in terms of death reduction could be credited to early warning systems, disaster preparedness and response.  

2). As regards sudden on set disasters such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and tsunamis, the death rates are on the increase. Disasters not only entail loss of human lives but also the loss of livelihoods, resources as well as the erosion of our capacity to reach the MDGs. In this area the situation is worsening because even though deaths have gone down, asset loss is on the rise.  Asset loss due to weather and climate related disasters are increasing more than asset loss due earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and tsunamis.  A number of countries globally are effectively addressing this problem and he illustrated the same by giving the example of Cuba.  Over the last 20 years, Cuba has managed to reduce death rates caused by hurricanes to a minimum figure through development of effective early warning, preparedness and response capacities.  They however have not correspondingly addressed loss of economic assets, houses etc.  This shows that preparedness and early warning can help save lives but cannot necessarily save the economies.

3) Disasters that are not accorded publicity in the international press (small floods, flash floods, fires, landslides etc…) are increasingly threatening the livelihoods and loss of assets of many populations especially the poorer populations in both rural and urban areas.  

4) Climate change will make weather related disasters worse in the coming years. The increase of water cycle caused by climate change will result in more flooding, severe drought, and cyclone and this will reduce the resilience of the populations and increase their vulnerabilities. He therefore urged the participants not to get complacent by saying death rates had been reduced in hydro metrological disaster but rather look at it as a situation that could worsen in the future. 

How the risks are being addressed

· Sub-regional organizations such as SADC, IGAD, ECOWAS, and ECCAS among others are making progress in translating HFA at the sub regional level into viable systems of cooperation.

· At the national level, there are 25 national platforms in the region that are equally doing a good job and have confirmed the rise of political commitment by the governments of the region and this is excellent progress in the context of ISDR.

· He noted that response is an important aspect but it is also necessary for countries to put risk management in  their forward planning so as to contain risks even when populations expand in the future.

· There are efforts towards mitigation of existing levels of risk.  It is impossible to build on what already exists but if key facilities like hospitals, schools etc are made safe; there would be an enormous difference when disasters occur.

· Putting strategies and legislation and political will in place is important but this has to be followed by investments either from the national levels or the international funds, towards making our environments safer.
STATEMENT BY GUEST OF HONOUR, KENYA MINISTER OF SPECIAL PROGRAMS, HON. JOHN MUNYES

The Guest of Honour, Hon. John Munyes, the Kenya Minister of State for Special Programmes noted that there is evidence to show that the natural disasters in our communities have grave consequences on lives, livelihoods and the economies. He noted that DRR as a strategy to many appears new and it is only of recent that it began gaining recognition and taking its place amongst national priorities. He noted that many African countries are now allocating national resources towards DRR efforts.

The raising trends of disasters in Kenya have severe economic implications thus the formation of the Kenya National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction.

He noted that the Kenya National Platform plans for disaster risk prevention and mitigation and through it the Kenyan Government is in the process of developing DRR policies including the National DRR Policy, the National Fire Prevention Policy and the Arid and Semi-Arid Lands policy.

DRR is in the process of being integrated into the Kenya national development plan and sectoral policies. He expressed renewed commitment by the Kenyan government to support the formation of an all inclusive multi hazard warning system; noting that just two days before the Africa Platform meeting, a meeting of all drought reduction experts was held that agreed on strategies for prioritization of drought risk reduction activities in the national agendas, he noted that such meetings mark the path in the right direction. 

He noted that vulnerability assessment and risk mapping are important for the formulation of disaster risk prevention strategies.

Integration of DRR into education curricula is equally vital for empowering the population and ensuring that they are always prepared and can react in an informed manner. The essence of coordination and information sharing across boarders cannot be overemphasized because disasters know no national boundaries. 

He noted that the AU has begun implementation of the African Regional strategy for DRR at the Regional, sub regional and national levels. In West Africa ECOWAS is organizing a sub-regional hazard risk consultative meeting for DRR 17-18 May in Ivory Coast. SADC in South Africa and ECCAS in Central Africa are also planning similar efforts. He noted that the Africa Platform also sought to review progress in the implementation of HFA and to prepare the African continent to effectively participate in the First Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in Geneva.

He once again thanked the UN/ISDR and the World Bank for their efforts in making the meeting possible. 
PRESENTATIONS 

Andrew Maskrey presented a report of status of ongoing preparations for the first session of the Global Platform for DRR beginning with progress in strengthening of UN/ISDR secretariat.

He noted that reducing disasters requires action at different levels that can only be defined by a well established strategy. Following the WCDR in Kobe Japan steps were taken to make ISDR more effective in reducing disasters and to get international organizations closer and more in touch with the people at the grass roots. It was realized that there was no strong connection between the global body and what was happening at the grass roots (country level).

 At the national levels DRR platforms were proposed to be created or strengthened to provide multi-stakeholder bases and act as coordinating bodies for DRR.

The main idea behind a strengthened ISDR system is that instead of countries seeking for support individually from other international agencies and donors to supporting their DRR efforts; the ISDR would be able to act as a lobbying front for these countries. This would lead to more focused results and more investment for the purpose.

At the regional level UN/ISDR has set up outreach offices to coordinate DRR actions of countries and other organizations in the regions.  The need for a forum at the regional level and sub-regional levels for the sharing of experiences and best practices is crucial in harmonizing all the available programs of support so as to avoid conflict and contradictions resulting from the many different international support agencies. The Global Platform of Disaster Risk Reduction therefore has all the key stakeholders on board. 

REPORT ON PROGRESS ON HFA IMPLEMENTATION IN AFRICA

Dr Ojo presented the report noting that disaster risk reduction (DRR) is gaining momentum in Africa at a significantly fast pace over the past few years. In 2003, a baseline study of disaster reduction potential in Africa was conducted by NEPAD, Africa Union (AU) and UN/ISDR Africa. 

This was followed by establishment of an “Africa Working Group (AWG) for DRR” under the joint leadership of the Commission of the AU and the NEPAD Secretariat with UN/ISDR support. 
In 2004, an “Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction” and “Guidelines for Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Assessment into Development” were developed with UN/ISDR support. 

2005 began with the establishment of an “Africa Advisory Group on DRR” and ended with the successful organization of the “First Africa Ministerial Conference on DRR” which adopted an “Africa Program of Action on DRR” all with UN/ISDR support.

In May 2006 at Brazzaville, the African Ministerial Conference on Environment (AMCEN) mainstreamed the Africa DRR strategy into its next five programme.

At sub-regional level, the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) with UN/ISDR support developed a sub regional strategy for disaster reduction and recently with UN/ISDR support organized a two week training of its member states technical staff

The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) with UN/ISDR support developed a sub regional Common Policy and mechanisms for DRR that was approved on 19th January 2007 by its summit of heads of States and Governments.

The Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) has been collaborating with UN/ISDR in the revision of its sub-regional strategy, factoring in DRR. 

The Economic Community of Central Africa States (ECCAS) has established in Congo Republic a sub regional Centre for DRR and UN/ISDR is due to contract a consultant to develop for the sub-region a common DRR strategy.

At the national level, UN/ISDR has assisted 25 African countries establish National Platforms for DRR and most of them are making progress in mainstreaming DRR into their sectoral programmes, establishing early warning systems and reporting on progress in the implementation of the HFA.  

A number of countries such as Uganda, Ghana, Senegal and Madagascar have revised their Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers integrating DRR as a cross cutting issue and are moving further to introduce DRR into annual workplans and budgets.

Establishment of new national platforms and strengthening of existing ones to enhance reporting on implementation of HFA is the focus and priority for the coming years. Also of equal significance is promotion of academic, scientific, media, private-public and NGO networks in the implementation of HFA and documentation of good practice and reporting.

The use of thematic platforms and regional collaborative centres such as AMCEN and IGAD Climate Prediction and Application Centre (ICPAC) respectively to enhance prediction and early warning to National Platforms and communities and, to strengthen their capacity for managing drought and climate change adaptation will equally be prioritized.

Awareness campaigns through all media on education and safe schools and on health and safe hospitals will also get considerable focus in the implementation of HFA in the coming years in Africa

Challenges

· Efforts have to be doubled before the global platform on DRR

· Resource mobilization should also be increased

· Technical support should be coordinated for positive impacts to be felt

· Creation of institutions that shall strengthen private and public partnerships should be encouraged

· Good governance, accountability and electoral credibility are necessary for the efforts towards DRR to be effective

PRESENTATION OF AFRICA REGIONAL STRATEGY FOR DRR AND AFRICAN PROGRAM FOR ACTION 

Mr. Foday Bojang, on behalf of the AUC thanked the World Bank and the UN/ISDR for supporting the first meeting of Africa DRR Platform, as well as for their continuous support to the DRR agenda in Africa. 
The vulnerability of Africa to disaster makes it difficult for Africa to meet the MDGs. The continent has limited policies and institutional mechanisms to address disaster issues.  He also said substantial amounts of resources for development are diverted to humanitarian causes in the time of crisis.  

Africa needed strategies to face the challenges hence; the collaborative partners developed a draft strategy which was proposed to the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in 2004 for adoption and was later acknowledged at the AU Summit in July 2004.  The collaborative partners, UN/ISDR, AfDB, the NEPAD secretariat, AU and UNEP were requested by the Summit to elaborate a program for implementation of the strategy. Working with Government officials, an Action plan for implementation of the regional strategy was developed and submitted to the relevant organs of the AU. A ministerial conference was held in December 2005 and adopted the action plan.

The goals of the regional DRR action plan include:

· To reduce the social, economic and environmental impacts of disasters on the African people and economy so as to achieve the MDGs with the objective of increasing understanding of how disaster reduction and management contributes to sustainable development.

· To increase understanding as to why a regional strategy is important to African socio-economic development

· To increase knowledge on DRR and management in order to implement the strategy

· To increase capacity at sub-regional and national levels for mainstreaming and implementing DRR in the development process.

The operational mechanisms are based on the following objective strategies:-

· Advocacy and resource mobilization

· Capacity building in DRR and management

· Pilot projects for mainstreaming DRR into development programs

· Mainstreaming DRR into development programs supported by AfDB and RECs

The AfDB, AU, AUC and NEPAD have developed the following program components for advocacy:-

· To create enabling environment to be able to implement the strategy

· To increase understanding and knowledge of DRR at the sub regional levels

· To sensitize policy makers at higher levels

· To promote adoption and guidelines on mainstreaming DRR in development, rehabilitation and reconstruction into development activities which AFDB is overseeing

· To contribute to poverty reduction efforts and socio-economic development in the continent

The Africa Union Commission presentation was followed by presentations by Regional Economic Commissions, National Government Delegates, thematic, educational and Scientific Institutions. Details of these presentations will be attached as annexes to the final report.

Martin Owor

Senior Regional Coordinator

UN/ISDR Africa
11/05/2007

