ECONOMIC COMMISSION OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS) MINISTERIAL COMMUNIQUE ON DISASTER RISK REDUCTION PROMOTION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HYOGO FRAMEWORK OF ACTION

                   Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire 17-18 May 2007

                                 Conference Communiqué

We, Ministers responsible for disaster management from ECOWAS Member States, namely: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Cote D’Ivoire, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo, assembled at the ECOWAS Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in West Africa in Abidjan, Republic of Cote d’Ivoire, on 18 May 2007:

Aware that 

Disasters are increasing across Sub-Saharan Africa, including the West Africa sub-region. 

Epidemic, famine, drought, flood, windstorm, pest infestation, landslides which are linked to hydro-meteorological hazards, are the main causes of loss of life, property and environmental damages in West Africa.

These disasters are the result of poverty, low development, unplanned human settlements, environmental degradation, urbanization, and other related factors that increase the vulnerability of people, property and infrastructure.

Recognize that

The Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 (HFA) provides an agreed framework of strategic goals and priorities for action for cooperation among all stakeholders, including national governments and development partners, to work together to ensure DRR and build resilience against disasters for vulnerable communities.

The African Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction provides overarching strategic directions for development of policies and programmes at sub-regional and national levels for disaster risk reduction.
The ECOWAS Policy for Disaster Risk Reduction provides guiding principles for national actions to reduce the risk of disasters in our sub-region.
There is urgent need to translate the ECOWAS Policy into sustainable activities for reducing disaster through a programme of implementation.
Appreciate

The contribution of the World Bank and the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR), working in collaboration with the Commission of the African Union (AUC) and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), in supporting implementation of DRR activities in the sub-region, in cooperation with other development partners including UNEP, FAO, WMO and WHO. 
Note the need for: 

The ECOWAS Commission to:

1. Translate the ECOWAS Policy on DRR and the recommendations of this meeting into a concrete action plan that defines priorities activities to be undertaken, responsible agencies, expected outcomes cost of these activities and the timeframe within which the activities should be realized.  
2. Submit the action plan for the consideration of the Ministerial Disaster Management Steering Committee established under the Implementation arrangements of the ECOWAS Policy within a maximum timeframe of six months from the date of this meeting.
3. Coordinate and harmonize disaster early warning systems operating in the sub-region within the framework of the existing ECOWAS Observation and Monitoring Center system.
4. Establish this forum of ministers responsible for DRR, supported by the ECOWAS Disaster Management Technical Committee of experts, as a sub-regional coordination mechanism for national platforms in the West Africa.
5. Support national mechanisms for information sharing and exchange of best practices to enhance coordination and collaboration among DRR stakeholders. 

Member states to:

6. Support development and strengthening of national people-centered early warning systems as an integral part of disaster risk reduction (DRR).
7. Mainstream DRR in development and poverty reduction programmes (PRSPs) by operationalizing guidelines for mainstreaming DRR into development plans, sector policies and cross-sector programmes, particularly in rural and urban development, water resources, transport, agriculture, livestock, fisheries and forestry, education, training and research, health and climate change adaptation (especially floods, drought and desertification management) to build resilience capacity.
8. Establish or strengthen existing multi-stakeholder national platforms and networks to develop and implement national DRR policies, strategies, legislation, action programmes, plans and budgets to achieve the objectives of ECOWAS and national policies for DRR.  
9. Develop and strengthen the necessary skills and competence, including local and traditional knowledge, required for addressing risk reduction in development processes at all national levels.
10. Support the development of knowledge and skills required for effective risk assessment including incorporation of emerging risks and other hazards and effective dissemination of risk assessment information. 
11. Increase public awareness of DRR using all types of media.
12. Provide tailored DRR programmes to special interest groups, including the disadvantaged.  
13. Strengthen and support institutional capacities of meteorological, hydrological, geological, biological and environmental services that support DRR. 
14. Establish national emergency funds for speedy and timely response to all disasters with clear disbursement mechanisms.
15. Develop and strengthen national instruments for information sharing and exchange of best practices and other mechanisms to enhance coordination and collaboration among DRR stakeholders. 

Development partners should support ECOWAS and National Governments to:

16. Provide financial and technical support to develop and strengthen the necessary skills and knowledge required for addressing risk reduction in development processes at all levels in the sub-region. 

17. Provide financial and technical support for the development of the necessary skills and competence, including local and traditional knowledge, required for addressing risk reduction in development processes at all national levels. 

18. Use the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (Tracks I and II) and other available facilities, including allocation of national resources for capacity development of institutions and organizations providing services, for mainstreaming DRR into development policies and programmes. 

19. Strengthen national and regional meteorological, hydrological, geological, biological and environmental services that support DRR. 
20. Contribute matching funds and other support to national emergency funds for speedy and timely response to all disasters with clear disbursement mechanisms. 

21. Ensure collaboration and coordination among international, bilateral and UN agencies supporting DRR programmes.
22. Ensure that disbursement of development assistance for DRR is flexible enough for countries to access.

Agree that

The recommendations given above should form the basis for developing a programme of action in our countries to implement the ECOWAS Policy for Disaster Risk Reduction.
We express our gratitude to the government and people of the Republic of Cote d’Ivoire for hosting and providing excellent facilities for the Conference.
Done at Abidjan on this 18th day of May 2007
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