  LOCAL CELEBRATIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR DISASTER REDUCTION IN TAB LAMU SCHOOL, PANG NGA, SOUTHERN THAILAND

Message from the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) for Asia and Pacific

Dear Mr. Principal of Tab Lamu School, dear representatives from the Tab Lamu community, Ministry of Education and the Department for Disaster Prevention and Mitigation, dear schoolchildren,

It is a sincere honour and pleasure being with you all grouped together today around this very first symbolic celebration of the International Day for Disaster Reduction at the community level. Your community and school have been ones of the most affected by the Indian Ocean tsunami in December 2004. Your efforts in setting up this event today together with your continued faith and optimism and your amazing efforts in reconstructing the community and village are even more commendable.

I am particularly pleased to see so many children here with us as you, dear children, are the future and you will lead the world tomorrow. Most of you have already experienced disasters in the past within your community or school and have been given, your way, an overview of the disturbances caused by disasters – how many of you did not feel frustrated for not being able to play football because the football area was flooded, how many of your parents could not bring back food home because the boats had been destroyed by the tsunami or because the streets were damaged and the communication with the center of the town was disrupted in the wake of a natural disaster? You all have experiences and stories with disasters, and some of you even have learnt through your grand parents way to anticipate the disaster, by hearing the wave, feeling a change in weather or by watching strange behaviours by animals announcing that something was going wrong, haven’t you? 

You may also have heard about the story of the young British Girl, Tilly Smith, who was your age at the time, who saved hundreds lives in Phuket in 2004 by recognizing the signals of a tsunami, as taught to her some weeks ago by her geography teacher, is a perfect illustration that education and knowledge can make a difference and save lives. You too can become such a champion and heroe !…you too can save your family and community from the impact of disasters by just learning more about disasters, being vigilant to the signals of nature and by listening to your grand fathers traditions and wisdom !

The UNISDR Asia and Pacific is very pleased to share with you today a game called “Riskland Game” that will allow you to learn a lot about all kind of disasters in your own language, whilst playing together and having fun as a group. We brought a huge game board today so that all of you can sit together and learn together to about what is a disaster, how can you recognize it, how can you protect yourself and your family against disasters – you will learn about tsunami of course, but also volcanoes, floods, landslides…all sorts of disasters that you may have to face in Thailand but also outside Thailand, when you travel abroad…wherever you and your family are, you have a strong role to play in ensuring that this area is safe and represents no danger to your family. 

I am also very happy to see the risk and vulnerability maps that you have been producing together, as a group, with your community – this is an excellent initiative for which your Principal should be commended. Discussing together, with older people within your community, is very important for you to learn about the past disasters and to identify where your community is vulnerable and where special efforts should be placed by you, your parents, your community to strengthen these areas to become more resilient to the impact of disasters. The video game “Stop Disasters” that we hope to be able to download for you to play with today, will also provide you with a good understanding of the vulnerable areas of your community and what behaviours must be avoided and what others should be encouraged to take protect your houses, your school, your family and all your community. We hope you will like it and become more sensitive to the dangers of Mother Nature !

You and your community have learned so much over the past two years on what a tsunami is, how to recognize it, what are early warning systems and warning towers, you have become familiar with evacuation drills and the preventative measures to respect to be fully protected against possible other natural threats. It is important to capitalize on the lessons learnt – we look forward to an open discussion with you all, based on the very nice drawings and risk maps that you displayed at this exhibition. You have a strong role to play in protecting your family, in teaching to your parents, cousins, friends, neighbours the lessons you have learnt at school on disasters to also make them aware of the dangers and the best ways to get better prepared and protected against disasters 

The UNISDR wishes to commend the Tab Lamu Principal, the village leader and the school children for organizing such an important and promising activity today. The UNISDR is very much wishing and committed to support the educational process on disaster risk reduction at the community level and to mobilize efforts at the national and regional level to make this reality come true.

Dear children, we rely on you to make this place a safer world ! Please help us help yourselves against disasters !

Kap khun ma ka !

