19 October 2006 at United Nations University (Tokyo)

Public Forum
Winning against disasters
-  Roles of Education, Development and Community Action for Sustainable Development -

For how long do we need to live at the mercy of natural disasters caused by vulnerability to natural hazards? It is becoming increasingly clear that natural disasters are causing unacceptably high human and economic losses world wide. Convincing evidence of this trend can be found in various assessments made by the UN, The World Bank and insurance industry. What can be done? What are the long term and short term strategies required to address disaster reduction effectively? In 2005, 168 Governments adopted the Hyogo Framework for Action (2005-2015) which sets the goals and priority actions that are needed. To be successful in its implementation leading to a world in which natural hazards can be managed without becoming disasters, we must use all available resources. In this respect, who are the most important actors; what kind of alliances should be made; what resources should be harnessed? In this Public Forum we will discuss and explore the roles of education, infrastructure development and community action in addressing these issues.
	Date/Time:
	Thursday, 19 October 2006, 14:00-17:30

	
	

	Venue:
	UN House, 3F, U Thant International Conference Hall, Tokyo, Japan

	
	

	Organized by:
	United Nations University (UNU), Cabinet Office of Japan, United Nations Inter-Agency Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), The World Bank, Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC)

	
	

	In cooperation with :
	Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), NHK (Japan Broadcasting Corporation), Japanese　National　Commission for UNESCO, Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU), Hyogo Prefecture, International Recovery Platform (IRP) Kobe

	
	

	Speakers:

	· Prof. Hans van Ginkel, Rector, United Nations University (UNU)

· Mr. Muhammad Saidur Rahman, Director, Bangladesh Disaster Preparedness Centre (BDPC)
· Ms. Maryvonne Plessis-Fraissard, Director, Transport and Urban Development, 

The World Bank

	
	

	Panelists:

	The above three speakers and

· Mr. Badaoui Rouhban, Chief, Section for Disaster Reduction, Natural Sciences Sector, UNESCO   
· Ms. Charmine Koda, Director, United Nations Information Centre (UNIC)
· Mr. Koji Suzuki, Executive Director, ADRC

	
	

	Moderator:
	Mr. Satoru Nishikawa, Director for Disaster Preparedness, Public Relations & International Cooperation, Cabinet Office of Japan

	Program: 　

14:00-14:20　 


	Welcome Address 
-  Mr.　Itaru　Ysui , Vice Rector, United Nations University (UNU)

-  Mr. Yuichi Masuda, Director‐General for Disaster　Management, Cabinet Office of Japan
-  Mr. Koji Tsuruoka, Director‐General for Global Issues , Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

-  Mr.Kenji Itatani, Deputy Director‐General, Research and Development Bureau, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
Video message from Mr. Salvano Briceno, Director, UN/ISDR



	14:20 - 15:40 　
	Presentations 
-  Prof. Hans van Ginkel, Rector, United Nations University (UNU)
-  Mr. Saidur Rahman, Director, Bangladesh Disaster Reduction Centre (BDPC)
-  Ms. Maryvonne Plessis-Fraissard, Director, Transport and Urban Development, 

The World Bank



	15:40 - 16:00   
	Coffee Break

	    16:00 - 17:30  
	Panel Discussion

Moderator:  Mr. Satoru Nishikawa, Director for Disaster Preparedness, Public Relations & International Cooperation, Cabinet Office

Panelists: The above three speakers and

-  Mr. Badaoui Rouhban, Chief, Section for Disaster Reduction, Natural          Sciences Sector, UNESCO   

-  Ms. Charmine Koda, Director, United Nations Information Centre (UNIC)
-  Mr. Koji Suzuki, Executive Director, ADRC

	
	

	17:15 - 17:30 

	Closing Wining Against Disasters

-  Mr. Saroj Kumar Jha, Senior Infrastructure Specialist of The World Bank Group


	Secretariat:

	Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC)
Hitomiraikan 5F, 1-5-2 Wakinohamakaigan-dori, Chuo-ku, Kobe 651-0073
Tel: 078-262-5540 / Fax: 078-262-5546 
 E-mail: octoberforum@adrc.or.jp
· Admission is free. Japanese-English        simultaneous translation will be provided.
· To register for the Public Forum, please send your information (Name, Address, Occupation /Affiliation, Tel, Fax, and E-mail address) by fax or email to octoberforum@adrc.or.jp by Thursday, 12 October 2006.
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Five-minute walk from Omotesando station (Ginza, Hanzo-mon or Chiyoda line: Exit B2) or eight- minute walk from Shibuya station.
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