2006 Jakarta’s Disaster Awareness Week (September 18 – 23, 2006)

To commemorate the International Day for Disaster Reduction this year, the Provincial Government of Jakarta (State Capital of Indonesia) has launched “Disaster Awareness Week’ (Pekan Sadar Bencana 2006), a yearly event of public education and awareness about disaster preparedness. This program is held a month ahead of the International Date (11 Oct 2006) because October 2006 is the fasting month of Ramadan in which majority of Indonesian Moslem will be focusing on religious activities. 

This year is the third year for the Provincial Government of Jakarta, after pioneered it in 2004 as the first and only Local Government in Indonesia to held this event.  

In our view, the activity is becoming more and more important after several events of earthquake disaster in Indonesia, such as Yogyakarta in May 2006 and Tsunami in West Java in July 2006. 

The message chosen for 2006 Disaster Awareness Week is ‘Together, Jakarta Provincial Government and the Community and Private Sectors will prepare to face the next disaster”. The theme is quite different with the international theme: “Disaster Risk Reduction begins at School” because at the provincial level, the local government does not have authorization for defining education policy. Therefore, the topic will be much relevant for the national level.

This year we try to emphasize for earthquakes preparedness issues, however still we include 2 disaster events which are routinely must be faced by our city: flood and fire. Also, as the capital city of Indonesia we also have to prepare our community for terrorism and bombing. 

Another difference in this year activities is that we will involve 3 other Local Government surrounding the Jakarta: West Java, Banten and Lampung Province, to participate actively in this event. We also involve National Level to join this activity more actively.

The activities of Disaster Awareness Week includes

1. City Disaster Preparedness Forces Inspection (18 Sept 2006) by the Governor 

2. Parade of Disaster Respond Team Forces (18 Sept 2006), this parade will circle major roads of Central Jakarta. 

3. Drill for Earthquake evacuation on the main road (18 Sept 2006) in Bundaran HI. 

4. One day Seminar and Workshop (19 Sept 2006) to increase the awareness of Private Sectors about Earthquake and Terrorism.  

5. Evacuation Drill for High Rise Building as response for Earthquake alarm (20 Sept 2006) in Jakarta Province Gov. Building ; this will include Command-Post Drill on 5 Municipalities in DKI Jakarta, simulating disaster event to rehearse the coordination between multiple bodies / units in the command level.

6. Youth Jamboree (21 Sept 2006) for disaster response actors and youth organizations to prepare and train them on responding the flood disaster that could strike DKI Jakarta.

7. Fire drill for High Rise Building (22 Sept 2006) in the building of Internal Affair Ministry.

8. Exhibition and Skill Station (18-21 Sept 2006) for all actors in disaster management (Fire Brigade, Ambulance, Police, Army, Radio, NGO, industries in Emergency Equipment) to introduce the community on the procedures and resources that could be used on disaster event. During the exhibition, there will be writing contest for journalist about disaster.

We hope that through these activities we could:

1. Omprove our skill and coordination between multi-sectors internal organization of the Provincial Office with the cooperation of international and national NGOs.

2. Increase the awareness of the public about the importance of disaster management. 

3. Inform the community to always be prepare for the next disaster that could occur.
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