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What is the ISDR?

The United Nations General Assembly established the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) in 2000 as a successor to the International Decade of Natural Disaster Reduction. The ISDR is a global strategy for all actors to work together to reduce disaster risk and to build a culture of prevention in society.

The ISDR is a system of committed UN and other international, regional, national and local stakeholders active in the scientific, humanitarian, environmental and development fields. These are all essential areas of disaster risk reduction. ISDR aims at ensuring that international action brings added value to help nations and communities implement disaster risk reduction strategies.

About the Hyogo Framework for Action 

In January 2005, Governments and other stakeholders met in Kobe, Japan, at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction and adopted the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters. The Hyogo Framework is a 10-year action plan to reduce disaster risk at global, regional, national and local levels. Its five priorities for action include the following goals:  

· Make disaster risk reduction a priority.

· Know the risks and take action.

· Build understanding and awareness.

· Reduce risk. 

· Be prepared and ready to act.

The Hyogo Framework for Action was endorsed by the United Nations General Assembly in December 2005, and now serves as the core policy instrument that guides the work of the entire ISDR system.

For more information about the Hyogo Framework please visit: http://www.unisdr.org/hfa
What is the role of the ISDR system?

States have the primary responsibility to protect their people from disasters, and to develop national programmes to implement the Hyogo Framework. Members of the ISDR system support countries and national programmes to implement activities in the five priority areas for action of the Hyogo Framework, in particular through the UN Country Teams, World Bank and Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. The ISDR system promotes regional platforms for disaster risk reduction to enhance 

cooperation, information sharing, good practices and reporting on progress in implementing the Hyogo Framework.

The United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator leads the ISDR system.

What is the ISDR secretariat?

An ISDR secretariat is based in Geneva to support the ISDR system. It is an independent entity within the United Nations Secretariat, which serves as the focal point within the United Nations System for disaster risk reduction. The ISDR secretariat has offices in Africa, the Americas, Asia and the Pacific and Europe.

What is the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction?

The Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction will provide an annual forum to bring together governments, international organizations and financial institutions, scientists, civil society groups to coordinate action, exchange experiences and report on progress. It will raise the profile of the subject, promote dialogue and foster partnerships between practitioners, scientific and technical experts in disaster risk reduction, addressing gaps in knowledge and its application and identifying priorities for the system in the short and medium term. The first session of the Global Platform is tentatively scheduled for Geneva 5-7 June 2007.  

About the International Day for Disaster Reduction

The United Nations has designated every second Wednesday of October as the International Day for Disaster Reduction. This year, the day is on 11 October 2006.   The theme of the ISDR 2006-2007 campaign is “Disaster risk reduction begins at school.” More information about the activities taking place across the globe to commemorate the International Day can be found at this link: 

http://www.unisdr.org/eng/public_aware/world_camp/2006-2007/iddr/2006-iddr.htm
What is the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery? 

The Global Facility is a World Bank initiative in partnership with ISDR, which aims to assist countries at risk of natural disasters to mainstream prevention and mitigation efforts within poverty reduction strategies. The new Facility will dedicate $5 million annually in funding from the Bank's Development Grant. At the global and regional level, the Facility will seek to leverage country resources investments in prevention, mitigation, and preparedness activities.

At the country level, it will support countries in developing investment frameworks for disaster risk prevention and mitigation.  The Global Facility will provide technical assistance to support low and middle-income nations as they integrate disaster reduction into their strategic planning, particularly within the Poverty Reduction Strategies (PRSs) and various sectoral development policies.

For more information, please visit: http://web.worldbank.org/  and http://www.unisdr.org/
What is the Hotspots Study of the World Bank?

This study was published in April 2005 (case studies to be released October 11 at a book launch in Washington).  The study presents a global view of disaster risks associated with major natural hazards (drought, floods, cyclones, earthquakes, etc.) and identifies 86 high-risk geographic regions, or "hotspots", so that development efforts can be better informed, which will help reduce future disaster-related losses.

The report indicates that 3.4 billion people, more than half the world’s population, live in areas where at least one hazard could significantly impact them. The report was prepared in partnership with Columbia University's Center for International Earth

Science Information Network and other members of the ProVention Consortium.

For more information about the Hotspots study please visit: http://www.earth.columbia.edu/news/2005/story03-29-05.html
About Focus Humanitarian Assistance

Focus Humanitarian Assistance is an affiliate of the Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN), but not a part of Aga Khan Foundation, -although both are part of the AKDN. 

Recent disasters:

Over the last decade to the end of 2005, 2.4 billion people were affected by disasters. Over the last twelve months alone, 404 disasters have affected 115 countries. For more information about disaster statistics, please visit: http://www.cred.be/
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