[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]/2558

Arbeiter-Samariter-Bund
Deutschland e.V.




[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg](@) I5OR

United Nations
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction
Secretariat , Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok



[image: image6.emf][image: image7.emf][image: image8.emf][image: image9.jpg]adpc



[image: image10.emf][image: image11.emf][image: image12.emf][image: image13.jpg](@) I5OR

United Nations
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction
Secretariat , Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok



[image: image14.emf][image: image15.jpg]adpc




Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop on School Education and Disaster Risk Reduction

8-10 October 2007 Bangkok, Thailand

Background Note
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The Importance of Education for Disaster Risk Reduction

In recent years, several large scale disasters have struck vulnerable communities throughout the Asia and Pacific region.  This has resulted in a large number of victims and huge devastation of local economies, where decades of development has been wiped out in seconds.  Several examples from recent events as well as a general consensus from practitioners confirm that a significant number of deaths and losses could have been avoided if countries had been more aware and better educated on disasters, their impacts, specific disaster risk reduction measures, and how to increase resilience of communities, nations and infrastructure to disasters.  

Two specific examples of the importance of education and school safety include the Simueleu Islanders during the Indian Ocean Tsunami 2004, and the impact on school children during the Gujarat Earthquake.  The success of the Simueleu Islanders in survive the devastating tsunami, in very close proximity to the epicenter of the earthquake, was due to an advanced knowledge of disasters passed down from previous generations. Only seven of the 78,000 inhabitants of the island died in comparison to the Jantang, living on the coast of Aceh which lost 50% of its 10,000 inhabitants. On the other hand, the Gujarat earthquake, one of the most devastating earthquakes in India’s history, directly affected an estimated three million school children, thousands of whom were killed in schools that were unable to withstand the force of the quake. In the hardest hit districts, 55% of all schools were destroyed, leaving 317,000 without access to education. Similar patterns have been observed in equally devastating and smaller-size earthquakes in numerous countries in recent years, including the Bam earthquake in 2003.
Salvano Briceño, Director of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR), highlighted the importance of integrating disaster risk reduction into school curricula. “Making disaster risk education part of national primary and secondary school curricula fosters awareness and better understanding of the immediate environment in which children and their families live and work. We know from past experience that children who are taught about natural hazard risks play an important role in saving lives and protecting members of the community in times of crisis.”
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“Disaster risk awareness education needs to be incorporated into school curricula, communities should be informed about potential hazards and new constructions must adhere to safer building standards” – Bill Clinton, UN Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery on the occasion of the first anniversary of HFA adoption, January 2006
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Global Initiatives for Education and Knowledge

There has been a global recognition of the value of education for disaster risk reduction.  Several international efforts regarding development and disaster reduction have prioritized the importance of education and knowledge.  These global initiatives aim to both encourage and coordinate efforts of countless governments and organizations world-wide who are working toward integrating disaster risk reduction into education curricula and improving the safety of schools.  

· The “Hyogo Framework for Action: Building the Resilience of Communities and Nations to Disasters, 2005-2015,” (HFA) signed by 168 member states, stands as the international blueprint to guide implementation of disaster risk reduction at all levels. It designates Priority 3 to “the use of knowledge, innovation and education to build a culture of safety and resilience at all levels.”  The Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, meeting biennally to guide and monitor progress on the HFA, in turn gave birth to the global Thematic Cluster on Knowledge and Education to focus on promoting collaboration in Priority 3. 

· UNESCO has made disaster prevention and preparedness a focus of its Decade of Education for Sustainable Development by declaring that the occurrence and threat of disasters undermine sustainable development.  As part of their effort, UNESCO supports the UN/ISDR in promoting education and awareness as an essential element in reducing disasters.  
· Work to integrate disaster risk reduction into education curricula contribute to world efforts in realizing Target 2 of the Millennium Development Goals on “Achieving Universal Primary Education.”  

Specifically, there has been full recognition of the importance of integrating disaster risk reduction into school curricula and school safety programs. The joint workplan of the Thematic Cluster on Knowledge and Education initiated in 2006 has lent coherence to international, regional, national and local efforts to implement a long-term strategy. 

· UN/ISDR through the 2006-2007 World Campaign on Disaster Reduction entitled “Disaster Risk Reduction Begins at School” and the Thematic Cluster on Knowledge and Education has mobilized efforts within governments and the disaster risk management community to integrate disaster risk reduction into the school curricula, to enhance resilience of schools in hazard-prone areas through school safety programs, and to promote safe school construction and school retrofitting. UNESCO and ISDR initiated an important collection of educational materials that will become part of a dynamic and ongoing Global Online Library of Disaster Risk Reduction Educational Materials. The library will permit participatory evaluation, and facilitate ongoing addition of new materials and monitoring.
· The International Conference on School Safety organized by the Government of India and SEEDS in January 2007 and the subsequent adoption of the Ahmedabad Action Agenda for School Safety set the stage for school safety initiatives and listed out a set of responsibilities and actions for each stakeholder to become a “school safety champion”.
· The UN/ISDR system Thematic Cluster on Knowledge and Education is planning to follow this up with an International Conference on Education for Disaster Risk Reduction in November 2008. In preparation for this event, guidelines for the integration of disaster risk reduction into schools are being developed with broad-based international participation and will be harmonized with existing ones.
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Regional Actions

Specific to the Asia-Pacific region, many initiatives and processes already in place aim at encouraging and promoting education and school safety as a means to reduce disaster risk.  
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In 2006, in the context of the 2006-2007 

World Campaign for Disaster Reduction, 
the 
ISDR Asia-Pacific founded the Education 

Task Force (ETF) together with the regional 

offices of UNESCO and UNICEF.  The ETF 

was intended to allow regional partners to discuss 

and coordinate their current efforts regarding education 

in disaster risk reduction, as well as to look toward a longer-
term strategy in furtherance of Priority 3 of the 

Hyogo Framework for Action.  In March 2007 membership was opened to 

other key regional partners who could contribute significant 

experience and expertise and add value  to the work of ETF.  

These partners include IFRC, UNCRD and ADPC.  The ETF is 

an open partnership welcoming all key regional partners interested 

in promoting concrete actions for disaster risk reduction education at 

the regional level.  

The UN/ISDR Asia and the Pacific and the Education Task Force (ETF) members are committed to both reducing the risk of disasters and building resilient communities within this region, building on each member’s existing initiatives in this area as well as valuable in-country activities. Improving education and awareness regarding disaster risk reduction, and increasing the safety of school construction are both crucial in fulfilling this mission.  The work of several ETF members in promoting education in the context of disaster management is outlined in the annex attached to the document.  The purpose of these summaries is to illustrate the work that is already being done by ETF members and to justify the further coordination of these efforts under a longer-term regional strategy.  A non-exhaustive "Who What Where Compendium of Activities" in disaster risk reduction education throughout the Asia and Pacific region is also attached to illustrate the wealth of expertise, initiatives and materials on this subject.  There may be many more initiatives in the region that have not yet been brought to the attention of the UN/ISDR but that the Asia Pacific Regional Workshop on School Education and Disaster Risk Reduction might hopefully contribute to identify.

In addition to specific projects and programs that integrate disaster risk reduction into the educations sector, there are several existing mechanisms and networks in the Asia-Pacific region that assess the progress made in DRR Education.  These include the annual Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction (ACDR) meetings and Regional Consultative Committee (RCC) meetings that contribute to facilitating the mainstreaming of DRR into school curricula. The latter, in 2005 included specific guidelines on integrating education for DRR into school curricula and into the education sector.  The ASEAN Public Awareness and Education (PAE) sub-committee is also promoting the subject throughout Southeast Asia and similar processes exist in other sub-regions.  This regional workshop on Disaster Risk Reduction and Education also stands as an important step towards a long-term strategy of securing the commitment of agencies and governments to integrating disaster risk reduction into school curricula and school safety programs.  The conclusions of this workshop will feed into the International Conference on Education for Disaster Risk Reduction in 2008 and related international guidelines being drafted in preparation for the conference, thereby reflecting the wealth of experience and expertise of the Asia and Pacific region as well as its concerns and challenges in integrating disaster risk reduction as part of school curricula. The Second Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction that will be held on 7-8 November 2007 at the kind invitation of the Indian Government, will be another opportunity to receive a briefing from countries on the progress made in advancing the education agenda in the Asia and Pacific region.
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ETF and longer-term DRR Education Strategy

There is a huge wealth of initiatives, expertise and materials on disaster risk reduction in Asia and the Pacific, generated by governments, civic society, and private sector partners at the local, regional, sub-regional and national levels.  These include good practices and lessons learned identified from past years, including through the 2006-2007 World Disaster Risk Reduction Campaign on “Disaster Risk Reduction Begins at School” and more will be identified through the Asia Pacific Regional Workshop on School Education and Disaster Risk Reduction. These should not be lost. 

This Asia Pacific Regional Workshop on School Education and Disaster Risk Reduction is the first step taken by the ETF in harmonizing efforts and increasing synergies in moving ahead in the disaster risk reduction education agenda at the regional level.  It stands as part of a long-term strategy where ETF members are committed to working together to make education for disaster risk reduction and disaster preparedness a reality and a priority for countries in the Asia-Pacific region. One major objective of the workshop is to develop a specific regional strategy to help promote education as a top priority for national governments and organizations in the region building on existing initiatives and processes, in order to work together with key regional, national and in-country partners to promote the important value of education in reducing disaster risk. The ETF will also contribute to optimizing the contributions the region can make toward fulfilling the goals of the initiatives identified above at the global and regional levels  such as the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA, 2005-2015), the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs) and the UN Decade on Sustainable Development, as well as the Ahmedabad Action Agenda, among others. The strategy will help support and coordinate past and existing efforts of regional organizations in the education sector, as well as encourage further work in the future which will integrate disaster risk reduction and school safety construction programs into education curricula.  This strategy will be vital to fulfilling the ETF mission and helping to reach the goals of the global and regional initiatives.  
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Workshop’s Summary of Intent

The 2007 Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop is intended to be the first step in the ETF’s long-term commitment to integrate disaster risk reduction into the education sector.  The purpose is to bring together Ministries of Education and disaster risk reduction/preparedness experts from the region to raise political awareness on the need to integrate formally the issue of disaster risk reduction within school curricula.   The workshop will highlight formal and non-formal education as well as school safety, recognizing traditional knowledge as part of educational processes.  In addition, the workshop highlights the important contributions of local communities while identifying good practices and experiences of those working in the field.  
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Overall Goal

The overall goal of the workshop is to make a contribution toward reducing the vulnerability of school children to disasters and helping to decrease the loss of lives.  It also aims to improve resilience of school communities struck by disasters, or in hazard-prone areas.  The belief is that these goals will be achieved through increased knowledge, awareness and formal education on disaster risk reduction at all levels, through the effective integration of disaster risk reduction into school curricula, and with safer school construction programmes.
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Objectives

1. To seek political commitment in integrating disaster risk reduction (DRR) into education curricula, school construction and education sector plans and propose concrete recommendations and guidelines

2. To promote the integration of DRR into non-formal education and extra-curricular activities and recognize the importance of traditional and indigenous knowledge

3. To highlight the role and contribution of local communities, in particular village leaders and women, as well as local authorities and implementing partners (NGOs, national societies) in the educational process 
4. To recognize the special needs of vulnerable groups including disabled children

5. To identify good practices and identify national “champions” in integrating disaster risk reduction into school curricula and in developing school safety programmes
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Target Audience

• Curriculum development and school construction authorities

• School children, teachers and parents associations

• Local communities, local authorities and related implementing agencies


• Governments and Ministries of Education
• Non-governmental partner organizations
• Other stakeholders (development agencies, tourism industry and others)


Expected Outcome

• Formal recognition by Governments / Ministries of Education of the importance and urgency to include DRR as a priority in school curricula agendas and to develop their education sector plans with strong components in DRR – Following up on the outcomes of the Ahmedabad Action Agenda
• Promote concrete guidelines to assist Governments and schools in integrating disaster risk reduction into school curricula and school construction, with specific recommendations to involve the local communities, in particular women, children, teachers, village leaders, local NGOs in the formal and non-formal educational process (based on RCC and UNCRD Guidelines)

• Recognize traditional and indigenous knowledge for DRR as well as the needs of special vulnerable groups (disabled school children, among others)

• Commitment to develop and or transate and adapt relevant publications and DRR educational materials into local languages to facilitate access to education for all

• Agreement to organize regular events integrating DRR into education, and to take stock of progress made in advancing the goals of HFA and MDGs in area of education

• Compilation of success stories / good practices in integrating disaster risk reduction into school for possible replication in other countries / communities
Format of the Workshop

8-9 October: Technical Segment

Technical discussions among education sector experts, curriculum developers and representatives from the disaster risk reduction community to exchange successful national and local experiences as well as major obstacles and challenges in integrating disaster risk reduction into education sector (formal and non formal school curriculum, safe school construction and education sector programs).

10 October: Policy Discussions

The conclusions of the technical discussions will be brought to the Ministers of Education, policy makers and representatives from Ministries of Education to jointly come up with recommendations /statement on the need for mainstreaming DRR into education sector towards an effective education and protection of future generations.


The meeting will be articulated around

- Plenary sessions on specific themes, with presentations by countries and organizations on their successful experiences as well as the difficulties and challenges they encounter in integrating disaster risk reduction into formal and non-formal school curricula, safer school construction and education sector programmes (see themes below).
- Working group discussions to come up with a set of key recommendations on the themes addressed during the plenary sessions
- Children’s events with deaf school children and children from disaster affected countries from the Asia and Pacific region

- Special addresses by Ministers of Education 

- Exhibition and 
· Interactive Corner where audio material, videos as well as project materials can be shown and presented 

Specific Themes Identified


· Integrating disaster risk reduction into school curricula

Discussions on the content of educational material as well as possible curriculum subjects to “accommodate” and integrate DRR related issues. Also refer to assistance, tools and guidelines existing (or to be developed) to provide to teachers with effective support in teaching process (RCC guideline will be presented and reviewed)

• Mainstreaming DRR into the Education Sector 

Reference to integrating DRR into education sector programmes of Ministry of Education funded by the development banks (e.g. ADB and World Bank)

• Disaster Risk Reduction Educational materials 

Collection of existing material from the region supporting the formal and non formal education process on disaster risk reduction and disaster preparedness for recognition and possible replication

· Making School Buildings Safe from Disasters 
Presentation of key examples of good practices in this area – Highlight the need to have this issue also integrated into school curricula and guidelines (Ahmedabad Declaration and UNCRD guidelines will be presented)

· Non-formal Education and Disaster Risk Reduction
Reference to the role of local organizations in education, training and other non formal educational activities (drills, evacuation exercise, poems etc)

•  Addressing the Special Needs of Deaf School Children

An interactive session with school children and teacher from a Thai deaf school will illustrate the special attention and consideration that school children with disabilities deserve whe addressing disaster risk reduction  

· Education as an Essential Component in Reducing the Socio-Economic Impact of Disasters

The session will demonstrate how education can contribute to reduce the socio economic impact of disasters worldwide based on specific models and manuals developed to assess the socio economic impact of disasters.

· “Children’s Voices - Let our Children Teach Us” will involve school children from disaster affected countries to exchange their experience, as school children, of living through disasters and share lessons learned and recommendations

Expected Participants
• Governmental level: Ministers of Education or representatives from Ministries of Education, Ministries / Departments of Disaster Management, National Platforms, NDMOs, etc.

• Relevant regional partners involved in education and disaster management related issues: selected UN regional offices, regional technical organizations, regional /sub-regional political bodies, regional NGO networks, IFRC regional office

• Selected in-country stakeholders: national NGOs, selected IFRC national organizations, universities, local communities representatives (incl. village leader), special guests

Annex I

ETF Members’ Activities in the area of Education and Disaster Risk Reduction


United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction

The UN/ISDR has made school education program and school safety one of its priorities for their work on disaster risk reduction. They initiated and led the 2006-2007 World Campaign on Disaster Reduction developed around the theme “Disaster risk reduction begins at school.”  Through this campaign, the UN/ISDR aimed to engage and mobilize key stakeholders at the local, national, regional and international levels in promoting the integration of disaster risk reduction as part of school curricula and in facilitating the development of disaster-resilient schools and retrofitting of school building to withstand natural hazards through school safety programmes at all levels.  
At the global level, the Thematic Cluster on Knowledge and Education global workplan has focused on objectives in the following areas:
• National and regional events in support of the Disaster Risk Reduction Begins at Schools campaign

• Develop and promote guidelines on integrating disaster risk reduction into school curricula based on regional
and national good practices
• Promoting meetings and workshops around the world to raise the profile of disaster risk reduction education and school safety
• Preparation of the 2008 International Conference on Education and Disaster Risk Reduction
• Promotion of integration of disaster risk reduction into international and regional events in other sectors (eg. sustainable development, education in emergencies and others).
• Promote sharing of disaster risk reduction educational materials using the world wide web. This will be accomplished with a Global Online Library of Disaster Risk Reduction Educational Materials that will permit participatory evaluation, and facilitate ongoing addition of new materials and monitoring.
At the regional level, in the Asia and Pacific region, the UN/ISDR has facilitated the adaptation and promotion of key educational materials on disaster risk reduction, including UNESCO/IOC with the Tsunami Warning Booklet, UNESCO/ESD on landslides materials, the National Disaster Warning Centre (NDWC) for the translation and adaptation into Thai of Riskland game and 2006-2007 World Campaign materials, among other initiatives. A fruitful partnership was established with UNHCR to facilitate the dissemination of the Thai version of the game to test it, as pilot cases, with children in refugee camps in Northern Thailand. The UN/ISDR also launched and leads the Education Task Force (ETF) to engage key regional partners involved in education and disaster risk reduction into a fruitful partnership in order to harmonize efforts and increase synergies in promoting an easy access for all to disaster risk reduction education throughout the Asia and Pacific region, building on existing in-country and regional initiatives and efforts. The ETF is open to all interested partners on the subject  

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

UNESCO leads the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, (2005-2014), where it has specifically developed the concept “Education for National Disaster Preparedness” (ENDP) as one of its focuses.  UNESCO aims to integrate ENDP into sustainable development strategies, and provides valuable information on ENDP to various stakeholders.  UNESCO supports their work on disaster preparedness through the ESD with the following principles 

· ESD is interdisciplinary and holistic. Therefore, important consideration is given to the impacts on, and relationship between, society, the environment, economy and culture 

· ESD promotes critical thinking and problem solving that is essential to the empowerment of stakeholder groups threatened or affected by disasters 

· ESD seeks to be locally relevant, acknowledging that languages and cultures say and understand things differently, and addresses both local as well as global issues

In addition, UNESCO has initiated a sub-regional project under Japanese Funds in trust (JFIT) on Education for Natural Disaster Preparedness in Asia-Pacific in the context of ESD, and in close collaboration with UNESCO New Delhi and Jakarta offices.  This project aims to increase capacity and awareness of disaster prevention, recognition and preparedness of communities and other important stakeholders in selected countries of the Asia-Pacific region.   This is achieved by promoting critical thinking and problem solving in hazard-prone areas.  Work is done to disseminate important information on disaster reduction to education and policy makers through several workshops which help coordinate and exchange information on ENDP.  In addition, educational materials have been produced to be culturally appropriate and locally relevant, and are available and adapted for many different stakeholders.  



United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

UNICEF has a distinguished track record for supporting governments in Emergency Preparedness and Response (EPRP), culminating recently in being named joint Cluster Lead for the Education Sector in EPRP. 

Global Consultation in Geneva (2007)

In an effort to improve emergency prevention and mitigation measures, UNICEF convened a 2-day Global Consultation in Geneva in July to initiate a global strategy for DRR.  Following from the results of the consultation, UNICEF has begun to develop this global strategy which aims to coordinate and share information on small scale disaster reduction initiatives occurring within the Asia-Pacific region.  They have also joined with other agencies who continue to share their disaster reduction initiatives in the education sector.

Global Capacity Building Plan

In addition to these efforts, UNICEF has drafted a Global Capacity Building Plan to increase the capacity of Education Officers to prepare for emergencies.  This includes risk reduction measures and better response to emergencies when they do occur.

United Nations Economic and Social Commission of Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)

Disaster risk management was one of the priority areas since UNESCAP’s inception, focusing in particular on matters relating to flood control and water-related disaster management. Since then, the ESCAP secretariat has continued its efforts to assist governments in addressing emerging issues in flood control and management and in formulating policies and strategies on this subject towards sustainable development and to promote regional cooperation in water resources management and natural disaster reduction. UNESCAP is active in promoting the issue of Disaster Risk Reduction through public awareness and education activities.  The latter includes in particular the co-organization of International Day for Disaster Reduction celebrations for the Asia-Pacific region in cooperation with the regional partners from the ISDR Asia Partnership (IAP) among others.  Awareness activities relate to current key areas of work which include the following:
· Promotion of strategic planning and management.  This area of work evolved as part of the global process on improving water resources management, which led to the recommendation on the adoption of the development of strategic approach to water resources management in 1997 when the General Assembly of the United Nations reviewed progress of work of Agenda 21 at Rio+5 Summit.  One of the key outcomes of these efforts, especially in cooperation with FAO, was the establishment of a joint UNESCAP-FAO website on this subject: www.spmwater-asiapacific.net. 

· Water-related disaster risk management.  Activities in this area are linked to the regional efforts on the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action, including flood hazard mapping, flash flood and sediment disaster early warning, improvement of flood forecasting operation, community-based disaster risk management and multi-hazard early warning system development.  In addition, recent efforts include assessment of socio-economic impacts of water-related disasters, including the development of the UNESCAP Impact Calculator and its application to policy and decision making.  

· Development of Regional Tsunami and Multi-Hazard Early Warning System and the Enhancement of Community Resilience.  Since 2005, UNESCAP has increased its activities in assisting the region to cope with tsunami disasters.  Among major developments were the establishment of a Tsunami Regional Trust Fund aiming at ensuring a comprehensive and coordinated approach to resource mobilization for building and enhancing tsunami early warning capacities at various levels in accordance with the needs of the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asian countries.  In addition, UNESCAP also promoted regional cooperation in the promotion of good practices on capacity building for better community resilience to multi hazards.
· Application of Green Growth approach to water resources management and water-related disaster risk management.  This area of work will include research on new planning paradigm for water infrastructure and disaster management infrastructure and application of ecological-efficiency concept to water resources management as well as the promotion of water sustainable consumption patterns in the region. 

\

United Nations Centre for

Regional Development (UNCRD)

The United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD) Disaster Management Planning Hyogo Office has been promoting School Earthquake Safety Initiative (SESI) through number of projects in countries of Asia- Pacific since 2000. Efforts are made to develop appropriate technology model for safe school construction includes retrofitting and capacity building of government institutions to apply the technologies in all school buildings.  The goal of the SESI is to ensure that school children living in seismic region have earthquake safe schools and that local communities build capacities to cope with disasters.

School Earthquake Safety Program (2000-2004) 

The program included conceptual development of school earthquake safety program in country context and necessary tools for vulnerability assessment and seismic retrofitting of school buildings. Results included template of assessment and retrofitting procedure for school buildings for Afghanistan, Expert support in survey, assessment and retrofit design of schools in Nepal, training of teachers and technician for earthquake safety of school and homes in Indonesia and India. International and national workshops are conducted in school safety theme in Japan and Uzbekistan together with UNESCO, JICA and other partners. Kobe –Kathmandu school exchange program is initiated as cultural tool to disseminate the experience of disaster and its management through student exchange. 

School Earthquake Rehabilitation through Friendship Fund (2002- till date)

UNCRD has been supporting the earthquake affected areas in rehabilitating the damaged school building and retrofitting vulnerable ones in the aftermath of the earthquakes through Friendship funds between local governments of the affected region and Hyogo Prefecture Government. 

Reducing vulnerability of school children to earthquakes in Asia Pacific 

UNCRD is currently promoting the School Earthquake Safety Initiative (SESI) through a project "Reducing Vulnerability of School Children to Earthquakes" in the Asia-Pacific Region.  The project includes retrofitting school buildings in a participatory way with the involvement of local communities, local governments and resource institutions, training on safer construction practices to technicians, disaster education in schools and local communities.  These activities are being carried out in Fiji, India, Indonesia, and Uzbekistan as demonstration cases which will be disseminated throughout the respective geographical regions through regional and international workshops. 

Seismic Retrofitting of School Buildings

The project includes seismic vulnerability analysis of about 10 selected schools in the project city in each country and the retrofitting of some of them which incorporate prominent construction typologies of the region.  This leads to the development of country-specific guidelines on earthquake safe construction which incorporates solutions to the practical problems experienced during school retrofitting. Following is the schematic diagram of the process of this component.

(1) Criteria development for school selection, guideline development for preliminary assessment / evaluation

(2) Preliminary evaluation of school buildings

(3) Detail seismic analysis and retrofit design of selected Schools

(4) Retrofitting of School Buildings and retrofitting Guideline Development 

Capacity Building of Communities

Retrofitting of schools in local communities can act as a demonstration of proper earthquake technology to residents.  Masons in these communities get on-the job training during the retrofitting of schools. In addition, technicians in each project city get training on earthquake design and construction of houses.  Consideration is given to local practices, material availability, indigenous knowledge, and affordability of earthquake technology during trainings.

Disaster Education and Awareness Raising

The project includes the development and wide distribution of educational booklets, posters and guidebooks on teachers' training and students' drills for earthquake disaster preparedness and response.  The guidebooks gain verification and are updated through training and mock drills.

In order to integrate disaster risk reduction (DRR) education into school curricula, current curriculum is being assessed.  Integration modality and plan will be developed for the improvement of school curriculum to take the DRR measures into account.

Knowledge and Experience Dissemination

Regional and international workshops on school seismic safety will be held to disseminate lessons from the project cities to a wider audience.  It is expected that distribution of guidelines on safe construction, training manuals for technicians, and education and awareness booklets will help to generate a sustainable demand for the seismic safety of schools and buildings.


The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) national organizations have done several projects which show their commitment to school education and reducing disaster risk reduction.  Specifically, two projects are occurring in the Asia-Pacific region, which are of importance.

Indonesia

Indonesian Red Cross (PMI) and the IFRC are working with several governmental organizations, NGOs and the UN to establish a uniform approach and a set of standard, quality training material relating to disaster risk reduction.  In addition, the PMI has been working on school disaster risk reduction under the Youth Red Cross program initiative for the past twenty years.  This work was focused mainly on response oriented activities.  After the Indian Ocean Tsunami on 26 December, 2005, a new approach was initiated.  All disaster risk reduction activities are now integrated into the program and pilot programs have begun in Aceh and Nias.

Vietnam

The Vietnam Red Cross Society (VNRC) in conjunction with UNDP/Disaster Management Unit and the Central Committee for Flood and Storm Control (CCFSC), supported by IFRC and funded under DIPECHO, helped implement a pilot programme to introduce basic disaster preparedness messages to primary school children.  In 1999, Members of the CCFSC, UNDP/DMU, the Ministry of Education and Training, the VNRC and IFRC published the first education of “Disaster Preparedness Training Programme for School Children in Vietnam” for primary school children in Grade 4 and 5 and piloted it in the three provinces of Thanh Hoa, Quang Tri and Long An.  Evaluation of the program has been undertaken by the VNRC, UNDP/DMU and CCFSC, and the Red Cross has been working to revise the book to include new chapters, new illustrations and more comprehensive and comprehendible text.  It also now includes an easel to compliment the book, with important illustrations and teaching notes to guide teachers.

The IFRC will take the opportunity of the 2007 celebrations of the International Day for Disaster Reduction and the Asia Pacific Workshop on School Education and Disaster Reduction in Bangkok to launch the IFRC Global Alliance on Disaster Risk Reduction simultaneously from New York, Geneva and Bangkok.

Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC)

ADPC has been involved with significant work throughout the region regarding disaster risk reduction in the education sector.  The following projects provide some examples of ADPC’s work which combines disaster risk reduction and education.

1. The School Earthquake Safety Program, Kathmandu Valley, Nepal (1997-2001)  

This project under ADPC’s Asian Urban Disaster Mitigation Program (AUDMP) supported by USAID/OFDA and implemented with NSET had several accomplishments regarding the education sector.  It provided on-the-job training programs on earthquake-resistant design and retrofitting methods for masons.  It initiated an annual celebration of “Earthquake Safety Day (ESD)” since 1999 made up of awareness raising activities.  It also produced manuals for designers and builders and a curriculum for mason training to encourage incorporating disaster risk reduction into school construction.

2. Curriculum Development in Lao (2001-2003)

Under the Disaster Reduction Program of Cambodia, Lao PDR and Vietnam, the Lao component of the program, implemented by National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) and NRIES, Ministry of Education with support from ADPC and funding from DANIDA, developed and produced text books and teacher’s manuals for grades 3, 4 and 5.  The materials focused on disaster risk reduction, providing information on causes, preparedness and do’s and don’ts for disasters.  In addition, the textbook was tested in 10 schools (with approximately 750 children) in the two most flood prone provinces: Khammoune and Savannakhet. 

3. Flood Emergency Management Strengthening in Lower Mekong Basin Countries (September 2004 to December 2007)

Under the Component 4; Flood Emergency Management Strengthening; of the Flood Management and Mitigation Program of the Mekong River Commission, implemented by ADPC with support from GTZ, the activity has looked into building capacity and raising awareness on flood risk reduction among the teachers and educators. Working with the Provincial Department of Education in Prey Veng and Kandal Province of Cambodia along with the Provincial and District Departments of Disaster Management, the project has developed Information Kit for Teachers and Education, and conducted district orientation workshops for officials from provincial and district Departments of Education, Youth and Sport, principals and technical officers (responsible for curriculum development) from primary schools located in flood prone areas of the target districts. 
4. Program for Hydro-meteorological Disaster Mitigation in Secondary Cities in Asia (2005-2008)

As part of this project (PROMISE) supported by USAID/OFDA, ADPC has begun to promote school based disaster preparedness in Sri Lanka (2006), with other PROMISE countries to follow.  Included in this effort are several activities: a baseline survey of 10 schools in Kalutara district on awareness of natural disasters; training of 2 teachers from each school on disaster management, providing them with educational materials; formation of disaster management circle/group in the schools, represented by teachers and students who will organize various events; and the organization of disaster safety day in schools.

5. Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction into Development (MDRD) in Asia

The ADPC Regional Consultative Committee Program on Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction into Development Policy, Planning and Implementation (MDRD) in Asia has aimed to mainstream DRM into several sectors, including education.  The priority themes for the education sector include incorporating DRM modules into the school curriculum of RCC member countries, constructing new schools in hazard-prone areas with higher standards of resilience, and adding features to school buildings to allow them to be used as emergency shelters.  Specifically, ADPC as the RCC Secretariat (with support from GTZ) has developed guidelines on integrating DRM modules into the school curriculum. 

Currently under the RCC MDRD Program, it is implementing the Priority Implementation Partnerships on Mainstreaming DRR into Education Sector in Cambodia, Lao PDR and Philippines (2007-2008) in collaboration with UNDP and with support from DIPECHO. The project being implemented by the Ministry of Education and NDMOs of the respective project countries has developed DRR modules for secondary school curriculum. The project is also undertaking study on Impacts of Disasters on the Education sector of the countries and would also conduct national advocacy workshops on the said theme. 


Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC)


ADRC has actively been engaged in various disaster education projects in Asia, in order to reduce disaster risks by developing the capacities of school teachers and children. The below are some examples:

Thailand (2006)

ADRC has conducted the project "Education for Disaster Preparedness in Primary School in Thailand" from January to April 2006, in collaboration with UNESCO/IOC and UN/ISDR. Through this project, ADRC trained teachers, conducted model lessons including evacuation drills, and developed disaster education materials through discussions with school teachers.

Sri Lanka (2006-2007)

With support from the USAID and the Southern Provincial Department of Education of Sri Lanka, ADRC implemented a project "Enhancing Natural Disaster Education in School" from March 2006 to March 2007 in Galle District, where were severely affected by the 2004 Tsunami disaster. This project targeted 437 schools in Galle including 15 pilot schools which are expected to promote disaster education as leaders for other schools in Galle. The program was conducted taking the following steps: (1) First Consultative Meeting on the Development of a Curriculum for Disaster Education, (2) District Workshop (Trainers’ Training), (3) Implementation of Pilot Lessons (by 15 pilot schools), (4) Second Consultative Meeting on the Development of Curriculum for Disaster Education. 
JICA Training on Disaster Prevention in Schools (2006 - )

Funded by the Japan International Cooperation Agency, ADRC has been conducting a training course for officers who are involved in disaster prevention through school education in Asia. The training course has been taken place once a year in Japan and provides the participants the opportunities to learn from Japan's disaster prevention and preparedness policies and approach through school education. At the end of the training course, participants draft a proposal for disaster prevention through school education of their home countries.


Arbeiter-Samariter-Bund Deutschland e.V.

School Emergency Preparedness Project
ASB’s School Emergency Preparedness (SEP) project provides teachers with the skills and resources to conduct earthquake evacuation procedures and drills with their students. The project uses a training of trainers (ToT) approach to train teachers who in turn pass on skills to their colleagues.  Using ASB visual prompts teachers relate a story about an earthquake and carry out simulation and evacuation exercises highlighting what to do, and what not to do in the event of an earthquake. 

The project targets primary school age children in Indonesia. Additional specialized materials have been developed for use by teachers of deaf and blind children. To ensure evacuation drills are effectively carried out by schools following the trainings the project incorporates an extensive monitoring and evaluation component. This monitoring is carried out in collaboration with local Department of Education offices. Upon successful completion teachers also receive a professional development credit recognised by the Provincial Department of Education.

As of September 2007 ASB had provided training and materials for 2,047 schools via the SEP project. During a nine month period 3,853 teachers had been directly trained by ASB. Through the training of trainers method a further 4,238 teachers had received training and conducted an earthquake evacuation simulation with their students (this figure is to rise as evaluations and project are ongoing).
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� UN/ISDR, “2006-2007 World Disaster Reduction Campaign ‘Disaster Risk Reduction Begins at School.’”


� Composed of a core group of representatives from UN, international organizations, regional entities, countries, NGOs and networks dealing with education and school safety. For more information, please contact UN/ISDR in Geneva (email:albrito@un.org) 
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