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International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR) 2007

10 October 2007

Bangkok

WELCOMING MESSAGE BY MR. SUWIT KHANIKUL, 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, DEPARTMENT FOR DISASTER PREVENTION AND MITIGATION, MINISTRY OF INTERIOR, 

ROYAL THAI GOVERNMENT

· United Nations Secretary General’s Message

· Dr. Bhichit Rattakul, Executive Director of ADPC

· Mr. Raj Kumar, Principle Officer for UN-ESCAP 

· Dr. Raman Letchumanan, Head of the ASEAN Secretariat Environmental Unit

· Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the Director-General of Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation, I am pleased to have the opportunity to join all of you today in the global celebration of International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction which is held annually on the second Wednesday of October.

This is another year we celebrate the International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction since its first event in 1990. As we are all aware, the day has been designed as a vehicle to promote a global culture of natural disaster reduction, including disaster prevention, mitigation and preparedness. Provided the increasing trend of natural disasters around the world, this day can play an important role to promote awareness among the general public. In my views, the theme of this year’s International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction , which places a focus on school education for disaster reduction, is appropriate since the young people especially school students are the key elements for long-termed and sustainable developments in all sectors.
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I, therefore, urge all parties including national governments, international communities and all individuals to take this issue seriously because this is the only way to continue our living in this disaster-prone world. The Royal Thai Government is fully supportive for these global efforts. We have undertaken numerous programs to teach our school children about disaster prevention and preparedness. At the national level we push the idea to mainstream disaster reduction practice into social and economic development processes and into school curriculum. And we have just had the substantial change to our disaster management legal system which will enhance and promote efficiency and cooperation in disaster reduction activities of Thailand. Certainly, we will continue to do more and do it even better to bring the culture of safety and the safety itself to our citizens and we will do so together with our counterparts locally and internationally.

Distinguished Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen:

Before I end my remarks I would like to convey my sincere thanks to the organizers and to those working behind the scene in their excellent arrangements which make this event a very special celebration of the International Day for Natural Reduction in the year 2007.  I wish this event every success. Thank you for your attention.
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