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WELCOMING STATEMENT BY MR RAJ KUMAR,

PRINCIPAL OFFICER OF UNESCAP

· H.E. Mr. Pongpayome Vasaputi, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of the Interior, Royal Thai Government 

· Mr. Jerry Velasquez, Senior Regional Coordinator, UN/ISDR Asia and Pacific

· Mr. Sheldon Shaeffer Director, UNESCO Regional Office for Asia and Pacific

· Mr. Kazunobu Onagowa, Director, UNCRD

· Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of UNESCAP, I would like to express our sincere appreciation to our special guest, His Excellency Mr. Pongpayome Vasaputi, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Interior of the Royal Thai Government for sparing the time to be with us this morning despite his many pressing duties.  I would also like to welcome all participants this morning for the Asia and Pacific Regional Workshop on School Education and Disaster Risk Reduction. This workshop aims to bring together staff of the Ministries of Education and experts in disaster risk reduction and preparedness from the Asia-Pacific region to raise awareness on the need to integrate formally the issue of disaster risk reduction within school curricula. 

In our vast and diverse region, we are exposed to numerous and unrelenting natural disasters, from earthquakes to typhoons, that often take human life and result in economic losses that can last for decades. Almost daily we are hit with tragic images via the media, of devastation and suffering from around our region. Last week’s Typhoon Lekima which slammed into Viet Nam's central coast leaving a vast swath of human anguish and damage in its wake is tragic example. 

There have been floods too, in China and northern Thailand.  With our planet in the grip of climate change, increased erratic weather events will continue to plague us and add to various other natural disasters.

We must seek all ways possible to mitigate the effects of natural disasters in our region. Stepping up our efforts in the area of education on natural disaster reduction is especially critical. Schools can function as conduits for enhancement of public awareness and can be the most effective and essential avenue to help the general public cope with natural disasters. 

Excellencies, Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

It is my sincere hope that the initiatives taken from this three day workshop will be disseminated rapidly to serve all of us and especially those who are most vulnerable to the immediate and long-term effects of natural disasters. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to express, on behalf of UNESCAP, our sincere appreciation to the Royal Thai Government, the Ministry of Interior, our partners in the ISDR Asia Partnership, namely UN-ISDR, UNICEF, UN-OCHA, ADPC and ADRC, as well as other regional collaborators, including the ASEAN Committee on Disaster Management, UNESCO and NHK, for their strong and long-term commitment in the area of natural disaster reduction.

Please be assured that UNESCAP will continue to do its utmost to fortify capacity in the region for better disaster risk management.

Excellencies, Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 

Thank you for your attention.  
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