[image: image1.wmf][image: image1.wmf]

Messages

Jan Egeland

Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs & Emergency Relief Coordinator

United Nations

“The commitment of policy makers is essential for achieving an effective early warning system. By accepting political responsibility to promote integrated early warning strategies, governments take a crucial step towards protecting the interests of communities against a possible disaster.

Effective early warning procedures should be part of national institutional and legislative frameworks, complemented by professional services, training and capacity building activities and the strategic allocation of resources.

The first early warning conference in Potsdam five years ago emphasised the importance of early warning for disaster reduction in the 21st Century. The Second International Conference on Early Warning, provides a chance to enhance the early warning dialogue, by bringing together policy makers and practitioners to further integrate activities related to the early warning process.

As a key element of any disaster reduction strategy, early warning will bring us closer to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.”

Joschka Fischer

German Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs

"Everybody knows how difficult it will be to transform our "reactive culture" into a "culture of prevention". It will require great powers of persuasion to mobilize the political and economic support for measures designed to prevent eventualities that will hopefully never arise. And yet it is our duty and responsibility to change course, for financial reasons, but above all for humanitarian ones."

"Disaster reduction is the topic of the century awaiting discovery."

Jürgen Trittin

German Federal Minister of Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety

"It is wiser to take preventive action than to stack sandbags."

Sálvano Briceño

Director

Inter-Agency Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR)

“In 1994 in Yokohama, Japan, United Nations Member States pledged their commitment to disaster reduction, adopting the Yokohama Strategy and Plan of Action for a Safer World. One of the principles of the Plan of Action clearly stated that early warnings of impending disasters and their effective dissemination are key factors for disaster prevention and preparedness.

Technological advancements have reinforced the possibilities of early warning systems reducing the losses from disasters, through improved monitoring, prediction and forecasting of extreme weather conditions. But what use are these sophisticated technologies if authorities do not have a system in place to convey such valuable information to the people who need them most?

Only by linking scientists with public authorities do early warnings have any hope of being effective to those ultimate users of the warnings in local communities. Early warning is not a technical issue; rather, it is a human and organisational one.

The role of governments in the early warning process cannot be underestimated. With political commitment to integrate early warning into public policies, we can ensure that people’s lives and property can be protected in the face of a disaster.”

Michel Jarraud

Deputy Secretary-General

World Meteorological Organizatiom (WMO)
“WMO’s unique operational system enables the issuance of timely early warnings of natural hazards based on increasingly accurate forecasts provided by the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services, with longer lead times for extreme weather events on a time scale of a week to seasons, and beyond. Such warnings are available to all nations, irrespective of their level of development. They should be appropriately integrated in disaster mitigation strategies and policies. “

 “As prevention and mitigation of disasters are at the core of its mission, WMO has established a new major programme aimed at the further integration and synergetic approach across disciplines and interested organizations.” 

Dr. Irmgard Schwaetzer

Director

German Committee for Disaster Reduction (DKKV)

 “Frühwarnsysteme sind das wirksamste Instrument der Katastrophenvorsorge. Der besondere Wert eines Frühwarnsystems liegt beim Zeitgewinn für vorausschauendes Handeln in der Spanne vom Erkennen und Lokalisieren einer latent möglichen Gefahr bis zu einem tatsächlichen Schadenseintritt. So lassen sich Schäden aus Naturkatastrophen vermindern: zum Schutz des Lebens, der Gesundheit , der Umwelt und der Sachwerte des Menschen. 

Jetzt sind Politik, Wissenschaft und Hilfsorganisationen gefordert, um die Einsatzpraxis auf Frühwarnung einzustellen.“ 

Baerbel Dieckmann

Lord Mayor of the City of Bonn

“Within the last years, the City of Bonn has developed into a centre of international co-operation and networking. As the German United Nations host city, Bonn is particularly committed to the goal of global sustainable development and is a member of several international associations. Our own city partnerships foster sustainability projects, for example in Ulan Bator/Mongolia. We are very happy to host the EWC II in Bonn and extend a warm welcome to its participants.”

Contact Persons for interviews:

Nicole Rencoret, UN/ISDR, Tel: +49 (0) 1623 521803 Email: rencoret@un.org (English/French/Spanish)

Birgit zum Kley-Fiquet, DKKV, Tel: +49 (0) 228 24 34 826 Email: birgit.zum.kley@inwent.org (German/French)

Winfried Glass, DKKV, Tel: +49 (0) 2225 708 9808 (German)

For updates and further information, please refer to: www.ewc2.org
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