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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the EWC-II?

The Second International Conference on Early Warning is an opportunity to enhance the dialogue on early warning issues and best practices at the global, regional, national and local levels, strengthening coordination and cooperation to further integrate activities, interests and expertise of the various sectors in the early warning process. The meeting will build upon the achievements of the 1998 Potsdam International Conference on Early Warning Systems for the Reduction of Natural Disasters (EWC'98), identifying emerging trends and new threats, such as climate change and variability, to further emphasise early warning as a core component of national and international prevention strategies for the 21st Century.

The EWC-II aims to address the challenge of translating these accepted principles into concrete action-oriented modalities. Early warning is not only a technical issue, but also a human and organizational one. Today, the challenge remains in obtaining political responsibility to promote early warning, raising public awareness and facilitating participation. As implied in its title - Integrating early warning of natural disasters into public policy - the EWC-II will focus specifically on political commitment and responsibilities.

Who is the EWC-II organised by?

The EWC-II is hosted by the Government of Germany under the auspices of the United Nations and supported by the Inter-Agency Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR). The Conference preparations are coordinated by a Steering Committee of UN and international organization representatives as well as other key actors in early warning and further supported by a group of international advisors, chaired by the United Nations Environment Programme.

The EWC-II Steering Committee is composed of representatives from the following organizations:

· Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO)

· German Committee for Disaster Reduction (DKKV)

· Helmholtz-Gemeinschaft Deutscher Forschungszentren e. V.

· Inter-Agency Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR)

· International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU)

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Germany

· Munich Reinsurance (MunichRe)

· UN Development Programme Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery (UNDP/BCPR)

· UN Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE)

· UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

· UN Environment Programme (UNEP)

· UN Office for Outer Space Affairs (UN/OOSA)

· UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)

· UN Volunteers Programme (UNV)

· World Food Programme (WFP)

· World Meteorological Organization (WMO)

Who will participate in the EWC-II?

Almost 4000 experts from 70 countries and a broad range of sectors will participate in the EWC-II, including UN agencies and programmes, governments, non-governmental organizations, scientists, local authorities, academics, national government representatives, journalists, business and others.

Co-opened by German Federal Minister of Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety Mr. Jürgen Tritten and UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Mr. Jan Egeland, the EWC-II has attracted high level participants including Mr. Klaus Töpfer, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme, Mr. Michel Jarraud, Deputy Secretary-General and Secretary-General elect of the World Meteorological Organization as well as Ministers from 10 countries.

What are the expected outcomes of the EWC-II?

The outcomes, discussions and findings of the EWC-II will contribute to the formulation of guidelines targeted at policy makers and practitioners for the effective implementation of early warning systems. They will serve as blueprints to implement early warning systems as pillars of disaster reduction strategies, encompassing both environmental and climatic processes in support of sustainable development.

A set of recommended early warning benchmarks will also be developed to be met by countries, as part of a disaster reduction programme of action 2005-2015, including criteria and indicators to measure their effectiveness. An early warning programme will be developed to support the continuity and ensure the sustainability of the early warning dialogue, including various sectors involved in the early warning process and addressing various needs for strengthening capacities in this field.

What is the ISDR?

The United Nations adopted the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) to build on the vital work of the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction 1990-99.

The ISDR aims at building disaster resilient communities by promoting increased awareness of the importance of disaster reduction as an integral component of sustainable development, with the goal of reducing human, social, economic and environmental losses due to natural hazards and related technological and environmental disasters.

The ISDR promotes four objectives as tools towards reaching disaster reduction for all:

· Increase public awareness to understand risk, vulnerability and disaster reduction globally

· Obtain commitment from public authorities to implement disaster reduction policies and actions

· Stimulate interdisciplinary and intersectoral partnerships, including the expansion of risk reduction networks

· Improve scientific knowledge about disaster reduction

The ISDR combines the strengths of many key players through the Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction (IATF/DR) and the Inter-Agency Secretariat for the ISDR (UN/ISDR).

What is the DKKV?

The German Committee for Disaster Reduction (DKKV) is a key contributor to the implementation of the ISDR, acting as a focal point for disaster reduction within Germany and serving as an interface between the national and international levels within the Strategy.

National participation is one of the primary elements for sub-regional, regional and international cooperation within the ISDR. Within any given country there are numerous groups that have a role to play in reducing the impacts of hazards, such as the humanitarian, meteorological, developmental, environmental and agricultural sectors. DKKV plays a key role in harmonising efforts towards reducing risk and vulnerability, in order that the people of Germany are in a better position to become resilient to disasters.

Where and when does the EWC-II take place?

The EWC-II will take place 16-18 October 2003 at the Internationales Kongresszentrum Bundeshaus Bonn (IKBB) in Bonn, Germany.

Press activities

EWC-II opening ceremony and press conference 

Thursday 16 October


Opening ceremony 09:30-12:00

Press conference 11:45-12:30 (immediately following Mr. Töpfer’s keynote speech)

EWC-II closing ceremony (presentation of Early Warning Programme/Conference Statement) and press conference

Saturday 18 October

Closing ceremony 15:00-16:00

Press conference 16:00-16:30

The 2003 UN Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction will be presented at 18:00 on 16 October at the Kunstmuseum, Bonn by Mr. Jan Egeland

Press services

A press area is available on-site (round circular room under main staircase) at the IKBB throughout the EWC-II, providing press kits and additional information materials, agenda of scheduled press conferences and daily events, assistance with interview requests, separate interview room, and internet/PC facilities.

Contact Persons for interviews:

Nicole Rencoret, UN/ISDR, Tel: +49 (0) 1623 521803 Email: rencoret@un.org (English/French/Spanish)

Birgit zum Kley-Fiquet, DKKV, Tel: +49 (0) 228 24 34 826 Email: birgit.zum.kley@inwent.org (German/French)

Winfried Glass, DKKV, Tel: +49 (0) 2225 708 9808 (German)

For updates and further information, please refer to: www.ewc2.org
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