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Abstract

The Central Laboratory for Agricultural Climate (CLAC) in Egypt has established a national automatic weather station network that covers agricultural areas aiming at better utilization of weather information for sustainable rural development. The weather data are published daily on a web site: www.clac.edu.eg. These data are used either directly by large growers, or indirectly via local extension service belonging to the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation for daily practices such as irrigation management, planting dates, fertilizer application, pest and disease control, etc. On the other hand, an early earning system for disease forecasting is underway for major diseases. The plan is to link hazardous weather forecasting from the Egyptian Meteorological Authority (EMA), with rural information produced by CLAC system and process the information in a simple wording advice for growers, through the Union of Producers and Exporters of Horticultural Crops who can control or minimize the impact of the upcoming situation. 
