The early warning systems for Mekong River

A case study on sustainable flood management and mitigation in the Lower Mekong Basin

Abstract by Thanongdeth Insisiengmay
Extreme floods in the Lower Mekong Basin have in the past, caused calamatous, socio-economic and human losses. Conversely, the annual Monsoon floods bring about fertile soils, and nourish the flood plains with the ecological wealth on which depend the millions of people living on the flood plains, and in the Mekong basin as a whole. Although flood forecasting and early warning for the Mekong River has been an on-going activity for more than three decades, it was the devastating floods of 2000 that prompted the Mekong River Commission (MRC) to make the issue of floods a top priority, and to adopt a Flood Management and Mitigation Strategy in late 2001.  The overall development objective of the strategy is to ensure that “people’s suffering and economic losses due to floods are prevented, minimized, or mitigated, while preserving the environmental benefits of floods”. To implement the Strategy, a Flood Management and Mitigation Programme (FMMP) was formulated and later approved in November 2002. The FMMP deals with complex flood problems using an integrated, holistic floodplain management approach in which trans-boundary and regional issue are taken into consideration. Provision and dissemination of early warning information forms a key element of the FMMP with an emphasis on improving the forecasting and dissemination system, as well as strengthening capacity at the community level to use the warnings for flood preparedness and response action. Different tools and methods for turning the warnings into an understandable set of information for community use are described. Local involvement in the process ensures a long-term ownership and sustainability of the system that will help people mitigate negative flood impacts, adjust themselves to the rhythm of the river and apply the concept of “Living with Floods”.

