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1. Local Capacity Building:

 

It was agreed upon that involvement of local communities in setting up and maintenance of an early warning systems must not be overlooked to sustain effectiveness. The importance of community driven and cost effective setup was stressed upon from the point of view of viability of investment. As preparedness plays an important role in any disaster, local capacity building activities should be integrated with technical knowledge sharing.

 

2. Institutionalization:

 

It was pointed out that early warning systems should be institutionalized as long term disaster preparedness mechanism.  It was also suggested to develop various stages of an early warning system so that responsibility guideline could be issued to a range of agencies and government authorities prior to emergency. Institutionalization of an early warning system was also thought to be important from the point of view of ongoing awareness creation and updation.

 

3. Operational/managerial issues:

 

It was discussed that generally technical department issues warning, which passes through various stages and departments. How can we reduce the response time and cover maximum number of people through setting up efficient operational mechanism was also pointed out. Issues of convergence between technical department and communicating agency were also raised for better risk communication. Important questions pertaining to this convergence were also raised, which included issues of incentives for early warning and strategic planning for warning dissemination, accuracy, and clarity.

 

