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Mr. Chair, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 
This Second International Conference on Early Warning comes at an opportune time. News of extreme weather events – storms, floods, droughts, heat waves – have become shockingly routine. Economic losses are cited in the billions of dollars, and one cannot quantify the human losses. 

The question is often asked “Is this due to climate change?” While one cannot link any single extreme weather event to climate change, one must look at the trends. The international community’s authoritative voice on climate change science, the intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, has concluded that the frequency and magnitude of many extreme climate events increase with a small temperature rise and will become greater at higher temperatures. The apparent increase in the frequency and magnitude of extreme weather events over the last half century is consistent with this conclusion and points to a strengthening scientific consensus. If model projections are correct, one can expect this trend to continue, or worsen. 

Addressing adverse effects of climate change, and adaptation to these effects, is one of the pillars of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. In recent years, the level of attention to such effects has grown so that adaptation is now one of the main issues on the climate change agenda. The Delhi Ministerial Declaration, adopted at the eighths Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC last November, was instrumental in raising the profile of adaptation issues. It highlighted that adaptation requires urgent action by all countries, while acknowledging that developing countries, particularly the least developed countries and small island developing states, are most vulnerable.
The Delhi Declaration calls for effective and result-based measures at all levels on vulnerability and adaptation. Early warning systems are one of the tools to reduce vulnerability and enhance the capacity to adapt to the adverse effects of climate change. Hence the importance of this conference. 

Within the climate change intergovernmental process, there is a wide range of work underway right now relating to adaptation. This work, much of which is still in its early stages, encompasses methodologies, guidelines on national reporting, national adaptation programmes of action in least developed countries, capacity building, insurance issues, expert workshops, inter-secretariat cooperation and the elaboration of new funding mechanisms, such as the Special Climate Change Fund and the LDC Fund under the Convention and the Adaptation Fund under the Kyoto Protocol. We expect to see advances on a number of these issues when the parties meet next – at our 9th COP, to take place in Milan from 1-12 December. Coordination of our efforts with those in other fora will be important, if synergies are to be achieved, and duplication avoided. 
As work on vulnerability and adaptation gains momentum in the intergovernmental context, it is equally important that the climate change and disaster reduction communities also come together at the national level. For example, collaboration in the development of vulnerability and capacity assessments under the ISDR and vulnerability and adaptation assessments under UNFCCC would lead to real progress on the ground – with real results for people being affected. The support of development agencies in this context will also be crucial. 

The Climate Change Convention was one of the first generation of international sustainable development agreements. Those working on sustainable development issues know that one of the hallmarks of our efforts has to be integration – in this context the integration of adaptation, early warning and disaster reduction considerations into national sustainable development strategies. In this context, the climate and disaster reduction communities share a common objective. 
I mentioned that adaptation is one of the pillars of the Climate Change Convention. The other pillar is mitigation – or the limitation and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge that the only viable long-term strategy for addressing climate-related disasters must have at its centre the stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at safe levels, in accordance with the objective of the Convention. 

In conclusion, UNFCCC sees the results of this conference, and of its follow-up at the national and international levels, as a contribution to the implementation of the Convention. We wish you a very productive meeting and look forward to the results. 

