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Excellency, 
Distinguished participants. 

Ladies and gentlemen,

1. It is indeed an honour to have been invited to make a brief presentation on the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. I would like to thank the organizers of this conference for this opportunity given to the UNCCD to inform this distinguished audience in our activities related to integrating and mainstreaming Early Warning Systems into the debate and process of public policy formulation. I am pleased to recognize the dynamism of the secretariat of the ISDR and look forward to continued cooperation. The fact that we meet in this historical building, illustrates the generous hospitality extended by the German Government and the city of Bonn to UN events and institutions. 
2. It is now accepted that desertification is a consequence of both climate variations and human activities. According to Article 1 of the UNCCD Convention “desertification” is defined as land degradation in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas resulting from various factors, including climatic variations and human activities. The heat-wave that scorched Europe last summer have put many affected regions into greater vulnerability to desertification. Forest Fires in Croatia, Portugal and Spain alone swept across more than 250,000 hectares of land. Seven percent of Portugal’s total 3.3 million hectares of woodland has been devastated this year. In Spain, 31 percent of its land is under serious threat of desertification. Agricultural productivity due to prolonged drought and heat among Europe Union member states is already expected to lower agricultural output by 5.7 percent from last year. With forest fires and land degradation, agricultural productivity is expected to drop further, if left unchecked. This, in short, sadly illustrates the relationship between matters addressed by the UNCCD and disaster prevention. Strangely enough, there is also a causal relationship between desertification and flooding. Soils compacted by drought do not easily absorb rain water and contribute to more intense surface run offs as witnessed during the catastrophic 2001 flood in Algiers. Similarly deforestation in watershed catchments areas contribute to downstream flooding. 
3. Since the United Nations declared the period from 1989 - 1999 to be the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR), early warning has been recognized to be of fundamental importance in realizing the objective of natural disaster reduction. Both the ISDR and the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification recognize that disaster reduction must be integrated into development policies. 

4. Article 10 of the UNCCD Convention states that the development of National Action Programmes should include the establishment of early warning systems, the strengthening of drought preparedness and management, and the establishment and strengthening of food security systems. 
5. To meet this request, the Conference of Parties at its third session appointed an Ad Hoc Panel of experts to review and elaborate on technical topics such as the evaluation and prediction of drought and desertification, and measures for preparedness, in cooperation with the follow-up to the International decade for Natural Disaster Reduction. The Panel’s work focused on a critical analysis of the performance of early warning and monitoring and assessment systems, linking traditional knowledge and early warning systems, especially in the areas of the collection of data, dissemination of information and measuring for drought preparedness. The Panel examined methods for and approaches to the prediction of drought and monitoring of desertification, as well as, examining mechanisms to facilitate an exchange of information between scientific and technological institutions. And analyzed more detailed measures for drought and desertification preparedness, in cooperation with the approaches, from hazard protection to risk management as adopted by the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction. 
6. The Expert Panel recommended that it is far more important to maintain and strengthen existing observation networks than to expand or cerate new systems with regard to data collection. It also recommended that benchmarks and monitor indicators of desertification over time be established, and that the results from early warning should be integrated with results of other climate prediction systems such as the Climate Information and Prediction Services (CLIPS) and the Climate Variability Programme (CLIVAR).

7. Mr. Chairman, the public policy framework on natural disaster should be one that ensures that a desertification and drought management plan is elaborated with a communication and information strategy that serves local communities. These policies must be demand-driven rather that occurring from a technological push. Under a technologically driven, fast-changing environment, some of the critically important traditional knowledge may lose its appeal, but not its relevance. Traditional knowledge is based on local environmental conditions and form the basis for stakeholder involvement in policy formulation 
8. EWS technology exits to deliver warnings that are targeted to the people at risk. In order to identify a realistic assessment of local situations and to ensure ownership of measures to be taken, the policy framework surrounding EWSs should not be based entirely in scientific and technical information, but should include participatory planning, legal advice to communities at risk and awareness rising. 

9. Most countries suffering from severe desertification lack clear policies and strategies for disseminating the EW information to vulnerable individuals and communities, due to a poor communication infrastructure. Awareness is low among the affected communities on coping strategies and measures to mange drought disasters. Participatory planning in EWSs must be considered as a fundamental public policy building block. 

10. Since the public policy formulation framework suggested throught the work of the UNCCD builds up from the local level, we believe that it is possible to integrate the local indigenous knowledge into public policy framework, by collecting the views of the local land users on future land degradation, as well as on the causes. 

11. Mr. Chairman, the UNCCD National Action Programmes constitute a fundamental public policy framework for desertification preparedness and the implementation of Early Warning Systems. The UNCCD approach emphasizes the importance of involving the people at risk, the communication and exchange of information, methods of raising awareness, planning, and participatory monitoring and evaluation. By integrating from a bottom-up approach, a set of principles, policies, legislation and agreements at regional and national levels will enable disaster preparedness and response measures that can be implemented by a variety of agencies. Other UNCCD instruments such as regional thematic programme networks can also be of service to the ISDR. 
12. There is merit to creating synergy and linkages between CCD and the ISDR in the areas of drought and desertification. This is in recognition that many UN entities need to strengthen their capacity in their co-ordination mechanisms in order to effectively address the various natural hazards and technological responses. 

13. The experiences gathered over the decade by the IDNDR will be invaluable to work throughout the UN system. Both UNCCD and ISDR are playing a critical role in fostering network development and in coordinating activities. We strongly support the recommendations of the ISDR Ad Hoc Discussion Group on Drought. Among these is the initiative of the Global Drought Risk reduction network. Its goals of increasing public awareness on the reduction of vulnerability and risk can be immediately integrated into the UNCCD National Action Programmes. The IDNDR has done an excellent job at enumerating the minimum guiding principles necessary for this drought risk assessment at all levels. The UNCCD calls for joint collaboration among concerned agencies and organizations in the fight against drought and desertification which can only be a coordinate effort.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for your kind attention. 
