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Respected Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Good Morning!

It’s my great honour to be invited to the Second Early Warning Conference (EWC II). On behalf of the Chinese Government, I would like to express warmest wishes for the opening of EWC II. 

China is a large country with complex geology and changeable weather. It is one of the countries in the world which suffer most severely from almost all kinds of natural disasters (and the losses they incur). In addition, other kinds of man-made or technical disasters or accidents also occur frequently. These disasters have become one of the main constraints to the sustainable social and economic development of China. 

The Chinese government has realized that in order to protect the life and property of the people, to maintain safety, stability and sustainable development, it is crucial to improve monitoring and early warning systems for disasters and the capacity to deal with them immediately. 
The early warning system in China for natural disasters includes the monitoring, forecasting and information dissemination of meteorological phenomena, earthquakes, geological factors, forest fires, and crop and forest insect pests. The Chinese government has further expanded the system of early prediction and early warning to include various sub-systems. 

The system has been strengthened in the following four areas: 

First, the monitoring system for on-the-ground disasters by means of comprehensive monitoring of meteorology, the ocean, earthquakes, geology, crop and forest insect pests, and forest fires etc. has been improved. 

Second, the building of a space monitoring system based on remote satellite sensing and communication techniques has been accelerated. The system will consist of meteorological satellites, marine satellites, and earth-resources satellites. A constellation of small satellites is being set up to monitor the environment and forecast all kinds of disasters through the gradually increasing dynamic monitoring on a large scale. 
Thirdly, scientific and technological knowledge about disaster reduction is increasing, as is also the intention of improving the techniques of disaster monitoring, warning and forecasting. This applies to the midterm and short-term forecasting of earthquakes, the forecasting of meteorological disasters, marine environment forecasting, the monitoring of agricultural and forest insect pests and disaster forecasting in general. Great technical progress has been made in the dynamic monitoring and the forecasting of change. 

Fourthly, and end-receiver orientated early warning service system has been built up. This system has contributed greatly in reducing the losses of disasters. For example, about 703 geological disasters were forecasted successfully in 2002. This prevented 19,000 casualties. In 2002, upon the warning of the coming Typhoon No. 0216 in Zhejiang Province, 640,000 people were evacuated in advance by the provincial government, thus avoiding heavy casualties.
Dear Delegates, the Chinese government attaches great importance not only to the improvement of the early warning system but also to the work of disaster relief. It always follows the principle of “serving the people”. And the government decided to include early warning, disaster preparation, disaster response and rehabilitation into public management policy at different governmental levels. 

The Chinese government has taken different measures in disaster relief. Firstly we accelerated the establishment of a preliminary planning system for emergency disaster response. The central government has developed a working procedure for heavy disaster response and, accordingly, 10 provinces have already worked out their provincial-level preliminary plan for emergency response to disasters for implementation. 80 % of counties and prefectures have also issued their preliminary plans for disaster response. China is forming its nationwide pre-plan system for emergency disaster response. Secondly, we are also establishing a network of disaster-material storage nation-wide with the purpose of forming a material security system for disaster rescue. According to the nature of disasters and the laws governing their distribution, we have set up 10 central warehouses for disaster materials and have made arrangements for group purchasing of tents and other materials. In addition, every province also has its own warehouse for disaster relief. 
Thirdly, we have established an emergency-fund-allocating mechanism for disaster relief. The central government is in a position to allocate financial disaster relief to the disaster-struck areas within 2 or 3 days, thus guaranteeing emergency rescue work and obviously improving the effectiveness of relief. 
Fourthly, we have instituted the requirement of timely rescue to improve the effectiveness of disaster response. We expect disaster relief measures to be taken within 24 hours. This means arranging for food, clothes, lodging and medical care. 
Fifthly, we have established a centre for rapid and accurate disaster-information management. A disaster information-sharing system has been set up, providing a network between the four different levels (central, province, prefecture and county.) Each county has its channel for reporting directly to the central government by internet. As a result, whenever a disaster occurs, information about it and about the relief measures being taken can be reported to the central government immediately. 

Six, a mechanism of cooperation between departments and a mechanism for mobilizing the public have been established to facilitate rescue operations. At present, China has formed rescue teams at different organizational levels: staff of civil affairs, the police and fire brigades, the PLA military, the State Armed Forces, and civilian, etc. Rescue work during and after disasters has been greatly improved through broad participation. 
Dear Delegates, although China has made progress in developing its early warning system and in its disaster relief work, it still faces great challenges in severe disaster situations. We sincerely wish to continue out cooperation with the UN system, with different countries by means of mutual sharing of experiences and information for the purpose of disaster reduction. We hope it will be possible to set up a world-wide disaster monitoring and early warning system to deal with disasters and to protect the life and property of the stricken people. We also hope we can contribute to sustainable global social and economic development. 

Thank you. 
