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SUM-UP – Aspects to strengthen or add to the POLICY BRIEF


In general several of the speakers referred positively to the policy brief presented and commended its usefulness (Chinese Minster, AOSIS representative). Aspects that were suggested to be further improved in the document were:

1. Emphasize more on community level involvement and decentralization

· of responsibility + resources

· and of great importance – define roles of each stakeholder and add subsidiarity: classification of competencies + legal division of tasks at all levels. . (This should  be addressed under “clarify responsibilities” + establish legal frameworks” which will need executive decrees for implementation + control)

2. Add aspects of capacity-building + training – add

Focus on building human resource base, capacity in more permanent administration at technical and local level – requires permanent resources (“political change, administration stays).

3. Emphasize more that early warning needs to be addressed within a wider integrated risk management framework and the need to BUILD RESILIENCE – reinforce building codes, land-use planning to avoid high risk areas, education, etc…

4. Add: take into account LESSONS LEARNT from previous disasters, which systematically should be taken into account for future decision.

5. TAKE DECISIONS BASED ON SOLID INFORMATION BASIS: Policy-makers take decision based on information + advice from experts – therefore avoid wrong decisions for evacuation and closing schools/ Government – will undermine future trust and confidence by population in decision-makers.

Improve access to real-time information and monitoring – ESTABLISH FIELD NETWORKS for informed decision-makers.

6. Add under “Understand”…”

AWARENESS RAISING + UNDERSTANDING OF RISK – addressing populations + decision-makers and through formal education.

7. Public policy needs to take also a REGIONAL DIMENSION – among neighbouring countries for monitoring and information-exchange – for planning of disaster risk reduction, early warning (ex. Andean region, PREANDINO) and communication.

8. International cooperation – both a support AND a threat, if it does not support sustained solution born from the region or country.

9. Add under USE OF TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE for appropriate policies and technology (ex. Salomon Islands).

Alternative: add a category under EDUCATION + AWARENESS + TRADIGIONAL knowledge

10. Disaster reduction, including early warning, needs to be part of sustainable development policy and activities (China) + in Poverty Reduction Strategy Programmes (example Ghana).

11. International cooperation needed for technology exchange + transfer + partnerships between developing and developed countries (see also point 8) (“new global impact…”).

