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Distinguished Mayors-participants of this Conference,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, on behalf of citizens of Ulaanbaatar City, let me extend my sincere greetings to all of you.

I think this UN supported Conference on “Early Warning Systems for Reduction of Natural Disasters” should contribute significantly to the resolution of major problems currently faced by the cities in the world, so let me express my gratitude to Ms. Baerbel Dieckmann, Mayor of Bonn, for enabling me to participate and speak on this important event.

A tendency for the increase of natural disasters, in parallel with global warming, has becoming obvious in the recent years. For instance, in Ulaanbaatar we had very harsh winters during the recent 3 years, when the temperature fell down to minus 49 degrees Centigrade, and those were the most difficult winters during the last 30 years. This situation led to a number of problems in maintenance of the centralized heating system, and to the loss of 21% of livestock owned by the herders living in the city suburbs. Then due to the extreme droughts in springs and autumns forest fire occurred more often.

As a consequence of these disasters 701.6 hectares of pasture around the City has been burnt out, more than 40 families became homeless, 10 apartment buildings with more than 600 residents got frozen, 69 persons lost their lives and a total of 1.5 billion tugrigs were spent on the recover from natural disasters.

In terms of the summer time situations, 23,277 people of 5,280 families were affected by the flood happened in the city in July of this year, where 10 persons (3 young people of 18-20, and 7 children of 1-14 years of age) got killed. Homes of 93 families got swept out by flood, and of 300 families got severely damaged; then 42 families became absolutely homeless. Engineering facilities in 60 apartment houses, and 21 power and heating transfer stations, more than 8,000 telephone lines and a number of roads got damaged, leading to serious traffic jams and other inconveniences. All these problems destroyed for a while the normal living conditions of the Capital City inhabitants.

Although the above-mentioned serious damages have occurred, thank to the disaster prevention measures taken by the municipality, the potential losses were reduced by 20 times according to our estimations. It also shows that the financial resources allocated by the central Government in combination with the organizational capacities of the municipality allowed us to minimize the loses. Thus, in our case, the close collaboration between the Local authorities and the Central Government played an important role in prevention and mitigation of disasters.

As we understand, financial constraints faced by the cities of developing countries limit the possibilities for taking large-scale prevention and early warning measures against natural disasters, thus it becomes extremely difficult for us to address consequences of such problems.

We assume the most important strategy would be effective organization of preventive measures, appropriate system of early warning, sound programs against natural disasters and a close collaboration between the local and central governments.

Another issue that should be raised in line with discussions on global warning and climatic changes, is the problem of cold temperatures in the locations of high altitude and in winter cities.

Ulaanbaatar, as a member of the International Winter Cities’ Mayors’ Association, actively participates in the activities of its Natural Disaster Management Sub-Committee. Within the framework of these actions an expert group was established to study the issue of natural disaster management in Ulaanbaatar, and this study has proven its effectiveness in improvement of our work.

I’m confident that our meeting would discuss these and other important issues, and succeed in resolution of recommendations that would be highly effective for all cities in the world. 

Thank you for your attention

