Integration of local Early Warning in national Systems

This session has been introduced by Mr. Horst Müller of the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development and presented experiences from three Latin American and one African countries. Considering the integration of local Early Warning in national systems from different points of view, the main conclusions can be resumed as follows:

1. The different presentations confirmed the necessity to manage the disaster risk and Early Warning Systems not only at the national, but also at the regional and local level. The appropriate implementation of Early Warning Systems depends on administrative structures and the concrete risk profile.

2. In order to reach a high level of efficiency, local Early Warning Systems must be integrated in national structures and assure the participation of local population and sector institutions.

3. The integration of local Early Warning in national systems should not be “one way”, but characterized by mutual assistance. Then it can assure a series of benefits for all levels: sustainability and support for the local Early Warning system, acess to local data and lessons learnt for the national structure, national control on uniformity and quality of local information.

4. The integration must be institutionalized in order to assure sustainability as well as proper and fast action, e.g. during emergencies. This institutionalization can be reached by the designation of clear responsibilities both at the local and the national level, by a clear legal framework and/or by particular agreements.

5. In all presented experiences the integration of local Early Warning in national systems needs to be improved. The main recommendation was to exchange and compare experiences as lessons learnt.

6. Finally, the participantes underlined the necessity of considering Early Warning and Disaster Risk Management as part of developping processes.

