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Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Germany,

Colleague Ministers,

Executive Director of UNEP,

Distiguished Scientists,

Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I thank the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany for hosting this very important conference.

In Ghana, our main disasters according to the UN definition of the world, include floods (incidentally, not as a result of extreme weather conditions), droughts and pests causing crop failures, earthquakes, refugee influx and epidemics. 

The Ghana Government has recognized the need to incorporate disaster management in public policy and this is demonstrated in the Ghana Poverty Reduction Strategy document.

The Government has reorganized the National Disaster Management Organization (NADMO) to respond to the challenges of our time. 

NADMO has seven specialist committees and has regional, district and community organizations. 

It is Government policy that the population – from national to community level – be mobilised and sensitised for disaster preparedness. We are therefore working to strengthen self-reliance groups to promote self-responsible, democratic involvement so that the people can shape their own living conditions and take appropriate preventive action to protect the livehoods.

His Excellency President J. A. Kuffuo inaugurated his initiative in forest plantation development and reafforestation programme in September 2001. He stressed the importance of incorporating disaster risk reduction measures such as fire breaks and sound land management practices. As further demonstration of government commitment to disaster reduction, efforts are being made to enforce regulations and guidelines under our Town and Country Planning Laws. 

An inter-ministerial committee has been established to coordinate efforts in disaster reduction in the Greater Accra Metropolitan Area. 

The moves clearly demonstrate that the political will and commitment are there, but we believe that there is a need for regional and global co-operation in the area of Risk Assessment, Early Warning Systems and Disaster Management.

We need to co-operate in capacity building, and also in assessing, collection and dissemination of information and data.

Thank you Mr. Chairman

