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Chaired by: Mr. Pedro Basabe (UN/ISDR)
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A distinguished group of three experts presented recent scientific studies and findings with regard to wildland fire and early warning. Presentations were given by Mr. John Roads (US), Mr. Helmut Dotzauer (Germany) and Mr. Johann Goldammer (Germany).

· Generally, all three presentations, though on very specific aspects of wildland fires and prediction, emphasized the necessity for international collaboration and a need to enhance networking. Mr. Roads and Mr. Goldammer indicated a list of participants in such a network, which should be deepened and broadened at the same time. Instead of duplicating work, international collaboration would ensure that research is delegated to different places and then gathered again to enhance efficiency and work towards more synthesis. 
· Databases for analysing and modelling fire prediction are very important. The participants outlined different fire danger indices (SC, ER,BI,IC), and called for the consideration of other factors such as lightening danger, human behaviour or smoke pollution ect. Within such models of prediction. Furthermore, exchange of information and validation are essential for increasing possibilities to formulate common approaches and methodologies. The development of a common index was emphasized to be used on a national but also on global levels to strengthen international collaboration and higher effectiveness in the prediction of fire danger. 
· Related to the implementation of research results the question how to best implement them was addressed during the session. Mr. Dotzauer and his colleague Ms. Christy presented a study, which revealed the importance of the participation of communities in fire danger identification, hence disaster prevention. Scientific findings should be shared with and communicated to all levels affected and involved local, national ad international. This prerequisites that data used not only corresponds to the scientific standards of usefulness, reliability and availability, but that such information is in turn understandable for those directly involved (i.e. risk exposed communities). Therefore, training, education and general awareness raising efforts are essential for the effective implementation of research results. Another important aspect raised in this presentation related to the critical factor of time. The study by Mr. Dotzauer and Ms. Christy underlined time differences and recognized short, medium and long-term aspects with regard to data gathering in the implementation steps. 
· A general outcome of the session was an agreement on the need for wider networking to create an international fire information system. Structural and organisational steps for a better flow of information from bottom-up as well as top-down have to be taken. It is vital to link existing expertise I the field with new findings and make this information accessible to communities exposed to risk if disaster prediction is to become more effective.     
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