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50 Glaciers  

260 Rockfalls

40 Mudflows

Natural disasters in the Canton Valais

Surface 5‘224 km2

Inhabitants 278‘000
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Rhône River Floods of 1860   

Origin of the first river training

30 years of work to improve the water course
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Rhône River Floods of 1935   



Rhône River Floods of 2000   



Rhône River Floods of 2000   

Old and fragile flood embankments



Rhône River Floods of 2000   

New development in flood plain



Tributaries to the Rhône River Floods of 2000



Debris flows, 2000



Debris flows, 2000



Avalanches

Powder snow avalanche



Heavy avalanche with wood and rock debris

Avalanches



Avalanches Danger for …. 

Railways and roads  



Avalanches Danger for …. 

Buildings



Avalanches Danger in case of …. 

thin forests



Action is needed…

Natural disasters in the Canton Valais



Workshop Mountainous Regions

The Risk Concept
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