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Natural Disasters in Valais,
Switzerland: Problems

Charly Wuilloud

Cantonal Forest Service
Valais, Sion




Workshop Mountainous Regions

Natural disasters in Valais,
Switzerland: Problems




Natural disasters in the Canton Valais

Surface 5224 km? 3700 Avalanches

Inhabitants 278000 _
50 Glaciers
260 Rockfalls

ZO Mudflows

=V saar# 40 Flood-prone areas

France



Rhbéne River




Rhone River Floods of 1860

Origin of the first river traini
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prove the water course
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Rhone River Floods of 1935
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Rhone River Floods of 2000




Rhone River Floods of 2000




Rhone River Floods of 2000

New development in flood plain

F - = -
- e e # - - '_ —
o i R T




Tributaries to the Rhone River Floods of 2000




Debris flows, 2000




Debris flows, 2000




Avalanches




Avalanches
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Heavy avalanche with wood and rock debrls
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Danger for ....

Avalanches

Railways and roads
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Avalanches




Avalanches Danger in case of ....

thin forests



Natural disasters in the Canton Valais

Action Is nheeded...
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The Risk Concept

Next speaker: Markus N. Zimmermann

Consultant for the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation, Bern




