Second Meeting of the 

Africa Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction 

3 June 2004, Development Bank of Southern Africa, Johannesburg, South Africa  

Minutes of the Meeting 

Introductory Remarks

1. The meeting was opened with welcoming remarks to participants (Annex I) by Mr. Foday Bojang, Senior Policy Officer, African Union Commission (AUC). Mr. Bojang also chaired that meeting as the AU representative. 

2. The meeting adopted the agenda, as attached in Annex II.

3. The meeting briefly discussed the successfully outcome of the events of the past two days, namely the Experts’ Meeting to Review the Africa Strategy on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) on 31 May -1 June 2004 in Johannesburg and the First Consultative Meeting on the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (to be held in January 2005 in Kobe, Japan) on 2-3 June 2004 also in Johannesburg and the way forward.

Discussion on the Experts’ Meeting to Review the Africa Strategy on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) on 31 May -1 June 2004, Johannesburg 

4. The meeting noted the high level of engagement and quality of input provided by African experts during the Experts’ Meeting, although there were some concerns about the strategy not being specific enough. The meeting was informed the Experts Meeting noted that the DRR Strategy provides a basic framework from which sub-regions, countries, and local communities can derive their specific strategies and interventions.  

5. The meeting noted, with concern, the inadequate translation on the French version of the draft Strategy for the Experts Meeting and therefore agreed that UN/ISDR Africa would translate the revised draft Strategy.   

6. The meeting called for comments from all participants of the experts’ meeting to be integrated into final draft Strategy as soon as possible so that it can be translated into French, in time for circulation by 15 June 2004. The following deadlines were agreed upon by the meeting: 

i. The Consultants shall submit to the NEPAD Secretariat their final draft of the Strategy by Friday 4 June 2004.

ii. The NEPAD Secretariat shall circulate the document to the Working Group (WG) on the Tuesday 8 June 2004 for their final comments. 

iii. The NEPAD Secretariat shall provide the UN/ISDR Africa office the final draft Strategy on Thursday 10th June 2004.

iv. UN/ISDR shall edit the final Strategy and translate into French for circulation to all to the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN) Secretariat and to AMCEN Ministers by Wednesday 16 June 2004, to ensure its discussion and adoption at the 10th Session of AMCEN on 26-30 June 2004 in Libya.

Discussion on the First Consultative Meeting on the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR) on 2-3 June 2004, Johannesburg

7. The meeting noted that the WCDR consultative meeting yielding many recommendations and that those that are Africa specific should be particularly prioritised; and that a balance be made between highlighting important continental issues and also retaining Africa’s sub-regional and localised issues. 

8. The UN/ISDR Geneva office agreed to support Sudan, as Africa’s co-ordinator of the ISDR in Geneva, to circulate the recommendations of the consultative meeting to the all Africa Permanent Representatives in Geneva for dissemination to their respective countries. The AUC also agreed to do the same using their AU offices in Geneva and Addis Ababa. 

ToR and Membership of the Working Group (WG)

9. The meeting agreed that the issue of Membership and ToR of the WG was adequately discussed and concluded at its first meeting and that the conditions agreed upon then shall remain until the WG agrees that any revision is necessary. UN/ISDR noted, as secretariat and core sponsor to the WG, that as the WG core membership grows, commitment should also be made by members to fund their own participation at WG meetings. 
10. The meeting took cognisance of the fact that there are no civil society groups represented at in the WG and therefore agreed that specific CSOs would be invited to join Working Group meetings when their intervention and expertise is required.  
Programme of Work for the Africa Strategy on DRR

11. The meeting called for the development of Programme of Work in support of the Africa DRR Strategy. UN/ISDR Africa and UNDP BCPR agreed to draft its ToR, including a consultancy agreement and financing requirements, for circulation to the WG for their consideration and commitment to support.

12. The WG agreed that as part of their immediate programme of work, the following activities would be undertaken: 

i. Sensitisation and advocacy on the Africa DRR Strategy and guidelines at regional, sub-regional and national levels, and generate more support to mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into sustainable development planning and practice.

ii. Support the development of a Drought Mitigation Network in Africa, in cooperation with UNDP and its Dryland Center. 

iii. Propose a round table for resource mobilisation in support of the implementation of the DRR Strategy.  

iv. Propose a side event at the WCDR in Kobe in January 2005 to raise awareness on and mobilise resources for the implementation of the Africa DRR Strategy and guidelines.

13. The meeting noted, with concern, that there may be limited African representation at the WCDR in Kobe in January 2004. In this regard, the WG agreed to review further ways of mobilising funds for African experts’ participation to the conference. 

14. The UN/ISDR Geneva representatives agreed to send an information note to all IATF members’ progress of work undertaken by the Africa WG on DRR, based on the minutes of both of its meetings. 

Date of the Next Meeting and Closing 

13. UN/ISDR Africa, as Secretariat to the WG, proposed 18-19 November 2004 as the dates of the third meeting.

14. The was no other business. The Meeting was closed at 17:10. 
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ANNEX II

MEETING AGENDA 

Agenda for the Second Africa Working Group Meeting

Johannesburg, 3 June 2004

Chair: African Union Commission (AUC)

16:00
Review of the Week’s Meeting’s 


F. Bojang, AUC 

· Experts’ Meeting on Draft DRR Strategy 

· Consultative Meeting for WCDR

16:15
Review and Approval of Africa Working Group 

H. Rukato, NEPAD Secretariat 

· ToR

· Programme of Work 2004/05

· Membership 

16:30
Discussion 





F. Bojang, AUC

· Activities of Priority for the Working Group

18:00
Close of Meeting 
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