Brief Note

ISDR system thematic cluster/platform on knowledge and education

Paris, UNESCO Hqs

 Friday 16/06/2006 

(14h00-16h00)
Agenda Item 1

The meeting built on previous exchanges relative to the transformation of the thematic cluster on knowledge and education into a thematic platform. The meeting agreed on the need for observing some working modalities and for envisaging organizational arrangements within the Cluster in order to achieve efficiency and clarity. A number of stakeholders are expressing interest in the subject and in the Cluster.  This is most welcome. 

The meeting considered the creation of an Interim Organizing Committee. This Committee will in particular look into how to coordinate better the Cluster members and how to prepare a thematic platform work plan for the group. The Interim Organizing Committee will be formed by Action Aid International, IFRC, UN/ISDR, ProVention, UNESCO (convener), Regional Organization (1 ADRC), Academic presence (1/2) (a.i. Associated Network of Schools/International union of Universities), National (one donor country plus another. National presence will be on 2 years rotation base). National presence within the platform will require: - Process to sign them up within the platform; - Internal discussion among the signing countries to decide who will be part of the interim organizing committee. To call for national presence, a join letter between UN/ISDR (Director) and UNESCO (Convener ) will be prepared and sent. 

-    The criteria to join the platform:
1) DRR in schools curricula (or actively working to develop school curricula relative to DRR);

2) Drills activities on education and DRR at national levels;

3) Safe schools initiatives;

Further, it was agreed for new associates and for associate actors, who have not done so yet, to inform on their work and commitment relative to Education and disaster risk reduction via the matrix format and criteria (Information will be posted on the web). It was felt like the matrix will constitute a good reporting tool together with the achievements relative to the work plan activities). 
Some elements for the workplan were mentioned at the meeting, with the intention of capturing them in a “draft “0” document to be shared with the cluster/platform members in the near future.
It was agreed for Ben Wisner’s desk study review to be launched in Davos. On this regard, ISDR secretariat will move forward with the editing of the document (hiring consultant); IFRC to consider hosting the contract and possibly sponsor entirely the publication; Council of Europe expressed interest in considering supporting the cost of the study translation into a couple of foreign languages. 

Agenda item 2

Davos will host 3 main events organized by the thematic cluster/platform members: UNESCO/Council of Europe – Monday 28/08/2006 plenary session. An exhibition on educational materials will be organized by UNESCO – any material available related to Education and DRR to be shared with UNESCO – Focal point: Laurette Gosso; e-mail: L.Gosso@unesco.org); 

IFRC: Monday 28/08/2006 plenary session: local level and DRR; 

COGSS – Thursday 31/08/2006 – side event “A platform for COGSS”. 

It was agreed for organizer to share updates and development on agenda and interveners with thematic cluster/platform. 

Agenda Item 3

It was agreed that at the side of the first global platform meeting (tentative dates April,/May 2007) a special event will be organized by the thematic platform highlighting main activities, outcomes and importance of the subject.

Agenda Item 4

Website. Participants were invited to visit the website and to send relevant material to be included in the website section and to indicate specific website links (package information so that will not request further editing and formatting work before being posted on the web).  

