Meeting of the ISDR system Interim Organizing Committee

Friday 16 March 2007, 
11h00 – 13h00 UNESCO, Paris
Present:

Etsuko Tsunozaki (ADRC)

Yasmin McDonnell (ActionAid) 
Heidi Peugeot (UNICEF),

Francesc Pla (Council of Europe),

Paola Albrito, UN-ISDR
Badaoui Rouhban (Convener)

Laurette Gosso (UNESCO).  
Tiphanie Marié (UNESCO) 
Rida Bakbak (UNESCO) 
By teleconference:

Maya Schaerer (ProVention)  
Xavier Castellanos (IFRC) 
Agenda:

1) Preparation for the Global Platform meeting (June 2007): Finalization of draft workshop agenda;

Facilitation of events and actors to be invited;

Discussion and role of Interim Organising Committee in preparing the event;

2) Finalization of draft concept note for the International Conference on Education and Disaster Risk Reduction (Spring 2008)

3) Implementation of thematic platform workshop:

Advancement in the recruitment of consultants as per Interim Organizing Committee 30/01/2007;

Discussion on how to include national presence in the thematic platform (building on list of priority countries developed during the preparation of Let Our Children Teach Us).  

4) Others

Item Agenda 1)  

The workshop scenario was distributed at the meeting. The workshop timeframe is of 2 h 45 mn with the expected participation or around 200 people.  The workshop agenda will be posted on the UN/ISDR website as part of the Global Platform working sessions. 
Badaoui Rouhban briefly presented the agenda and gave floor for comments captured as per below:

The need for a systematic thematic approach on what educators and the various actors was stressed;

Concerned was expressed on the format that might not be sufficiently interactive (Jasmin McDonnell);
Need to conciliate interactivity between topics (climate change/preparedness/response, etc.), focusing on lessons learnt, according to specific topics (Heidi Peugeot);

Geographical balance should be observed in the representation by continent (Xavier Castellanos);  

Yasmin McDonnell informed the participants that John Abuya is contacting key figures from ActionAid’s seven countries (Bangladesh, Ghana, Haiti, India, Kenya, Malawi, Nepal) in view of a side-event to the workshop. The workshop should build on their presence;  

Francesc Pla, in his turn, suggested to restructure the workshop around 5 panellists with 5 topic cases, crossing countries/topics/experiences/sponsors.

At the end of the discussion on the workshop preparation the following was agreed:

To have a more lively workshop, it was decided to merge the round table (point 3) with the interactive session (point 2), so that the speakers will be stimulated by the panellists’ questions. 

Each national speaker would avail of a 10 mns presentation, followed by 5 mns for the panellists, and 5 mns for open debate.  Paola Albrito mentioned that it will be important for the stressed the need to identify which conclusions of the workshop will be presented at the Plenary and their duration.

The following topics, countries and organisation Platform members were suggested. The Interim Organising Committee will provide the name of the persons and countries that have confirmed their interest to participate as potential panellist and speakers. Once this confirmation process has taken place the Interim Organising Committee will decide on the final list.
· school safety: Iran (UNESCO), Pakistan (UNICEF), Macedonia (Council of Europe)

· formal education in primary and secondary schools: Bangladesh (ActionAid/Saidur), India (ActionAid), Colombia (IFRC), Russia (Council of Europe)

·  community-based education : Kenya (ActionAid), Ghana (Action Aid), Lesotho (IFRC), Oceania (UNESCO), South Africa, Viet-Nam, Nepal, Philipines, Romania, Hungary, Dominican Republic, Belize, Costa Rica (IFRC)

· teacher training : Cuba (ISDR), Jamaica (UNICEF), Guatemala (in local language)(ActionAid), University network (ISDR).  Francesc Pla stressed the need for this teacher training to have a large-scale implementation.

· global public awareness/media : USA (IFRC), one journalist as speaker (ISDR), Asia Broadcasting Union.

Panellist and moderator needs to be found for the workshop. The panellist could be from the Platform members but the national presence as panellist is strongly advise. Badaoui was suggested as key note presentator.
Action: Interim Organising Committee to suggest name of moderators and panellist by 30/03/2006. Yasmin McDonnell suggested David Archer as a moderator.
Please note that the name of the participants identified based on the above breakdown needs to be shared with Ms. Venessa Bouchot (buchot@un.org) from the UN/ISDR secretariat that is in charge of the list of participants of the Global Platform. 

Action: Based on the above table for the Interim Organising Committee specified member to communicate name of participant to the workshop to Ms. Bouchot copied Paola Albrito.

To meet financial constraints in view of a successful workshop, it has been suggested that the Platform members would pay for their panellist’s and presenter’s travel (UNICEF, Council of Europe, etc.). 
It was mentioned that in the case of Kenya the Government might pay for their representative.  
Action: Paola Albrito to share list of participants, main donors interested in supporting participants attendants to the Global Platform, to provide information on feasibility of interpretation.  

An exhibition of didactic tools will be available for the Global Platform at the entrance of the workshop room. A form will be available at the exhibition tables to provide details of actors that can contribute with more didactic tools. 

Action: Laurette Gosso and Marla Petal to organise the exhibition of didactic tools and form for details request. 

Item Agenda 2)  

Copy of the draft first announcement was circulated to the participants. 

Paola Albrito informed that John Horekens has expressed an interest, when approached to explore his availability as conference coordinator. He is willing to provide a first estimate on the conference budget requirement. 

Although UNESCO Paris could be a good option for the conference as well as IBE international meeting of Ministry of Education Genera, the meeting decided to explore possibilities to organise the conference in a developing country. List of   the venue of the 

Action: Interim Organising Committee to circulate list of events to which organise back to back the International Conference before end of April 2007.
Heidi Peugeot informed us that UNICEF is in charge of the coordination of the setting up of a cluster on educational response in emergencies within the framework of the Humanitarian Reform (not formally a cluster yet). UNICEF wishes to collaborate more in Disaster Risk Reduction and Education strategies.  UNICEF will organise an internal consultation on 2-3 May 2007, in which it will define its own Disaster Risk Reduction and Education.  Heidi Peugeot spoke about the Inter-Agency Network for Education in Emergencies (INEE) which is a global network of over 1,400 individuals and organisational members who are working together within a humanitarian and development framework to ensure the right to education in emergencies and post-crisis reconstruction. She further informed that the INEE will provide information on their activities through the UN/ISDR matrix of commitment and initiatives. A possible collaboration with the Thematic Platform will be for example to review the Disaster Risk Reduction and Education component in the INEE minimum standards and toolkits, organisation of panels.  
Item Agenda 3) 

Paola Albrito informed that if no comments are received from the Interim Organising Committee, the workplan and the cover message prepared will be shared with the thematic platform members. She also informed that ToRs and administrative procedures for the consultant to be recruited on the collect and facilitation/coordination for the development of database on material related to education and disaster risk reduction – based on Ms. Gosso collection of material has started. UN/ISDR will cover the cost for this constancy (US$ 37,000). ToRs for the other 2 consultancy needs to be developed asap. 

Action: UNESCO to develop ToRs for consultants. 

Item Agenda 4)
Maya Schaerer shared with the meeting the Concept Note for the Workshop 6 organised by the prevention Consortium on “From research and learning to training and action”.

Paola Albrito mentioned the importance of a proactive approach from the Interim Organising Committee in preparation for the Global Platform to ensure the success of the event.
