Meeting of the ISDR system Interim Organising Committee

of the Education Platform

Geneva, 31 January, 15.00-17.00

Present:

Badaoui Rouhban (UNESCO - Convener)

Xavier Castellanos (IFRC)

Eladio Fernandez-Galliano (Council of Europe)

Francesc Pla (Council of Europe)

Heidi Peugeot (UNICEF)

Etsuko Tsunozaki (ADRC)

Paola Albrito (UN/ISDR)

Beverley Coult (UN/ISDR)

Action Aid International and ProVention could not attend the meeting. 

Action Aid International visited UN/ISDR for a briefing on the outcome of the meeting the following day. 

Agenda:

1.
Finalization of work plan

2.
Development of concept note and arrangements for the International Conference on Education and Disaster Risk Reduction (Spring 2008)

3.
Preparation for the Global Platform meeting (5-7 June 2007)

4.
Other

Participants gave a brief outline of developments in their respective organizations.

IFRC: Has carried out a second mapping of what societies are doing on education and disaster risk reduction. IFRC has met with American Red Cross, Disaster Preparedness and Response Department to discuss the work of the Platform on Knowledge and Education and DRR and to learn more of their school training curriculum on disaster preparedness. The school training covers from kindergarten to 12th grade, and how the education system can move towards disaster reduction (see email distributed at meeting).

UNICEF: Had received a grant from the Dutch Government for a 4-year period to work on education in emergencies, with a strong component of disaster risk education. In March an internal meeting would be held to agree on strategy for the next 4 years, which will probably lead to the formal designation of focal points and formulation of a workplan. This development would allow a stronger involvement of UNICEF in the Platform work and achievements. 

ADRC: Project in Thailand for disaster reduction education (for which ISDR had funded production of a children’s textbook and teacher’s guidebook). Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction 2007 to take place in Kazakhstan from 25 to 27 June; education would be a main theme.

UNESCO: the UNESCO secretariat of the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development has integrated the campaign on education for disaster reduction in Decade highlights; the UNESCO Bangkok office is promoting a second phase of a Project entitled; “Education for Natural Disaster Preparedness in the context of Education for Sustainable Development”; the UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission is developing programmes on education and awareness in the context of tsunami warning and mitigation system..

CoE: Electronic library had been set up and being added to, and could be made widely available but the copyright issue needed to be resolved. Material is available in the following languages: English, French, Spanish and Italian.

UN/ISDR: Informed on the development of guidelines aiming at supporting national efforts in implementing the Hyogo Framework for Action. Copies of guidelines were distributed to participants. 

These are: Words into Actions: Implementing the Hyogo Framework for Action; Guide note on Indicators for Assessing Progress on Disaster Risk Reduction within the context of the Hyogo Framework for Action, Guidelines for Reporting on Progress on the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action. This latest guidelines have been distributed at the national, regional and international level with the intention of collecting feedbacks from each actors on their achievements in implementing the Hyogo Framework for Action. The information supplied will be used in the preparation of a consolidated report on progress to be presented to the first session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, and in the preparation in July of the draft Secretary General Report on the ISDR to the General Assembly. 

Item 1. 
Finalization of work plan

Member were informed that the draft work plan has been shared with ISDR regional outreach offices that provided their feedbacks on activities that are being organised by ISDR regional offices within the context of the platform work plan. 

The draft work plan will be shared with the Platform members with the intention of:

· Receiving feedbacks on members involvement in the activities outlined;

· Providing a common understanding of the platform activities goal.

Action: Paola Albrito to prepare a cover note to the work plan to be shared with the Platform.

Item 2.
Development of concept note and arrangements for the International Conference on Education and Disaster Risk Reduction 

The possibility is explored of having the Conference planned back-to-back with the International Bureau of Education Conference, thus benefiting from the presence of Ministers of Education to attend both events. According to recent developments the IBE Conference will not take place in Spring 2008 but in November 2008. This update on the date might require the eventuality to have the conference back-to-back with any international events that will call for the presence of the Ministry of Education. 

It was agreed that the organisation of such a conference will require the active commitment of the Interim Organising Committee and the Member of the Thematic Platform. 

Action: Badaoui Rouhban to explore other international events involving Ministry of Education within UNESCO.

UNICEF indicated that some financial support may be available (situation will be clearer after an internal meeting to be held mid-March 2007).

Existing elements on the Conference development were captured as per below: 

Date:
Spring 2008/Novemebr 2008 (back-to-back with International Bureau of Education conference)
Where:
Geneva (if we can benefit from attendance of those Ministers attending     the IBE conference)

   Outside Geneva? Subject to financial resources being available

Why:
   Within the context of the HFA priority III of Action:

                1.
To Review the achievements following the 2-year campaign 

on: (1) including DRR in the school curricula; (2) school safety.

2. To hear and share individual country’s experiences.

3. To exchange information on how to move forward.

Who:
  Ministers of Educations

              National Platforms 

              Media network


 Experts and interested parties to on education and DRR

              Teachers’ Unions

              Commonwealth of Ministry of Education

Outcome and results: 

1. Portfolio of good practice/lessons learnt/achievements

2. Guidelines on how to mainstream DRR into the school curricula.

(school safety?)

3. Web box information/database.

4. Declaration of commitment

Action: Badaoui Rouhban to prepare a first draft to be used as preliminary conference announcement. 

UN/ISDR informed that the collection of good practices on the education campaign objectives: mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into school curricula and school safety will be undertaken by UN/ISDR Advocacy and Outreach Coordination unit. This activity will be undertaken for each of the campaigns that the ISDR will launch. 

To support such an activity it was agreed for the Thematic Platform to provide 1 or 2 good practices based on the format to be provided by the UN/ISDR Advocacy and Outreach Coordination Unit. The publication will be available by July 2007.

Item 3.
 Preparation for the Global Platform meeting (5-7 June 2007)

UN/ISDR informed the participants on draft Global Platform agenda elements that is expected to include a workshop on Education and Disaster Risk Reduction. The workshop will be facilitated by the Platform with the active participation of governments. 

The participants agreed that the workshop would gain by the participation of national champions (1 per continent) on experience in implementing the education campaign objectives. The participation to the workshop should involve Minister and Technical level. 

Action: Badaoui Rouhban to draft a preliminary agenda for the workshop.
Other: 

Updates on current activities of the platform: 

The participants discussed one of the undergoing activities part of the Thematic Platform work plan: to collect training material on education and disaster risk reduction. This material will then be made available on the web; to select material that is considered of particular use and quality and to build on the education campaign good practice publication in order to develop guidelines on “how to mainstream disaster risk reduction into school curricula and school safety.  

This activity involved the active collaboration of a few Thematic Platform members: UNESCO (Laurette Gosso), Risk Red/COGSS (Marla Petal), Council of Europe (Francesc Pla) and UN/ISDR (Craig Duncan). 

UNESCO and Risk Red/COGSS have started collecting material since the call for help from Bangladesh in sharing information of material to be included in School Curricula.

During the meeting following list of consultancy needs has emerged:

1.
To carry out a review of Platform members and collect information on activities based on the Matrix format. This will allow to: update the thematic platform website; define within the platform subgroups of members active in specific activities related to education and disaster risk reduction such us: school safety, disaster risk reduction in format education, etc.; prepare elements on platform members achievements in the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action priority III; prepare for the Global Platform.

2.
To collect/organize education/training material;

3.
To coordinate the Conference preparation (For this particular task John Horekens was mentioned as an ideal candidate based on his extended experience in organizing international conferences – Kobe, EWC III etc). Action: Paola Albrito to explore Mr. Horekens availability. 

4.
To draft guidelines on how to integrate DRR into school curricula.

Availability of funds to support consultancies was mentioned by: Council of Europe (one consultancy); UN/ISDR (one consultancy); UNESCO (one consultancy).

During the meeting the following recommendations emerged: 

· For each member of the platform to actively advocate on the Thematic Platform work;

· To engage in the platform Ministry of Education, OECD and other key partners;

· To send material for the update of the website on regular bases;

· To actively seek donors support to the platform activities. On this regard a document aiming to capture donors attention might steam from the platform work plan.

Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting would be held on Friday, 16 March at 10 am in Paris (UNESCO).
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