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Mr. Chairman,


Thank you for giving me the floor.  As host government, my delegation would like to say a few words on the World Conference on Disaster Reduction.


Ten years have passed since UN Member States and relevant international organizations gathered in Yokohama to adopt the “Yokohama Strategy and Plan of Action for a Sager World”.  The Strategy sent a clear message that 1) sustainable economic development can never be achieved without mitigating the damage caused by disaster, and 2) a global framework is needed for realizing this aim.  As a result, some progress has been made, such as establishing special focal points for disaster reduction and forming regional networks, but these steps represent only the beginning.


Statistics show that, contrary to our efforts, the number of casualties from natural disasters, tripled bad the level of economic loss increased eight-fold from 1970 to 2000.  Global vulnerability to natural disaster is on the rise.  We must face this reality right now and consider how to create a disaster –resilient society.  We can begin by examining carefully the outcome of the Yokohama Conference and the issues that remain to be solved.

Mr. Chairman,


My delegation would like to emphasize that we should always bear in mind the following three points during the course of our discussion:


First, the importance of ownership.  Although the responsibility for the protection of lives and property lies primarily with each government, we would like to highlight the effectiveness of community-based activities.  From our experience after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake ten years ago, we found that communities with strong disaster management systems and good solidarity suffered fewer causalities, even though they too incurred great material damage.  In addition, communities played an invaluable role in providing mental care to the bereaved during the rehabilitation phase.  From these experiences, we concluded that mutual cooperation and prompt community action have a direct bearing on the number of casualties and even the extent of economic loss. We must impress upon governments, communities, and individuals the importance of disaster preparedness and mutual cooperation during recovery and reconstruction, thereby infusing a strong sense of ownership.


The second point is the importance of prevention in disaster reduction. Until recently, international disaster assistance has focused primarily on emergency post-disaster response.  This is due in large part to the difficulty in mainstreaming disaster prevention.  Of course we attach importance to emergency response, but we should recognize that disaster prevention is an effective investment for the future not only from the standpoint of saving human lives, but also from that of efficient sustainable development for the international community as a whole.


Third. We must remember that disaster reduction goes hand-in-hand with sustainable development.  Therefore, instead of seeing disaster reduction as and end in itself, we need to take a holistic, comprehensive approach, one that encompasses poverty alleviation, development an environmental policy, education, human resources and urban development.  This requires gathering the knowledge and experience of all the relevant stakeholders assembled here today, and to cooperate with the broader goal in view.  At WCDR, we should make an effort to have disaster reduction contained in the planning process of economic social development with existing financial resources, rather than focusing on creating a new financial resource.

Mr. Chairman, 


In conclusion, my delegation looks forward to hearing various and innovative ideas from the members of the Inter Agency Task Force, so that the discussion at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction maximizes its potential as a significant stride forward in reducing global vulnerability to disaster and greater sustainable development for the world at large.


Thank you.

