DRAFT 30 April 2004, 10h50

     [image: image1.jpg]


   






[image: image2.jpg]Interngkeonal Strateqy

ISSDR

for Disaster Reduction




UNITED NATIONS

Information document 

Proposed Format for the Thematic Segment for the 

World Conference on Disaster Reduction, 

18-22 January 2005, Kobe, Hyogo, Japan
INTER-AGENCY TASK FORCE ON DISASTER REDUCTION

NINTH SESSION

GENEVA, 4-5 MAY 2004

I. Introduction

The World Conference on Disaster Reduction, scheduled to be held from 18 to 22 January 2005, in Kobe, Hyogo, Japan will be organized around three main processes, namely an inter-governmental segment; a thematic segment for knowledge exchange; and, forum for public participation (please refer to the first announcement for the WCDR on www.unisdr.org).

This document is intended to provide the proposed format for the thematic segment for knowledge exchange of the Conference, with a view to  facilitating the contributions and participation of the Inter-agency members. The proposed themes and sub-themes are presented in Annex I. IATF members are invited to provide feedback on the suggested themes. 



 Overall Format of the Conference




II. Purpose of the Thematic Segment

The Thematic Segment is coordinated by the WCDR Secretariat, with close collaboration and cooperation from key stakeholders, most notably, Inter-Agency Task Force members.
The objective of the Thematic Segment is to exchange experiences and good practices in order to enhance the implementation of the programme outcome, emanating from the inter-governmental segment, as well as to identify issues requiring further discussion at international, regional, national, and community level. 
The Thematic Segment will provide recommendations of a substantive nature of what constitutes effective disaster risk reduction based on the experience gained during the last decade. 
Sessions organized within the thematic segment may also support the launch of a specific initiative or partnership to support the implementation of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, as well as facilitate networking and exchange of information between partners and organization. 

III. Format of the Thematic Segment

The Thematic Segment will consist of two high level round tables and a number of parallel sessions clustered under five themes.

- High Level Roundtables

The two High Level Roundtables will take place in the Plenary on  18 and 19 January 2005.  The themes of the High Level Roundtables correspond to key topical challenges and emerging issues of the disaster risk reduction requiring special attention. The roundtables will be chaired by a motivating keynote speaker, followed by panel discussion consisting of Heads of delegations, Heads of Agencies, community leaders and recognised experts.  IATF members are invited to provide suggestions of panellists to the Conference Secretariat.

The two proposed themes are:

1) Mainstreaming disaster risk reduction adopted into development;

2) Education:  Living with risk – from knowledge to action.

- Parallel Sessions

The proposed parallel sessions will be directly related to the outcome of the Conference and emerging issues discussed in the inter-governmental process.  They will be clustered together under five thematic areas.  

The five proposed clusters are:

1. Governance:  Institutional and policy frameworks for risk reduction

2. Risk identification and emerging risks 
3. Knowledge management:  building a culture of resilient communities 
4. Lessons-learnt:  “good practices in disaster risk management”

5. Preparedness for effective response


A panel of experts, representing key organizations related to the theme, will open each of the five thematic clusters. A rapporteur will be designated for each of the five themes.  Participants will then break up into parallel sessions. 

Session organizers will be requested to report back on the findings of the session discussions. Each thematic cluster will then be concluded by a panel discussion merging the findings of all the related parallel sessions. The outcomes of the Thematic Segment will be reported to the Plenary on the last day.  

The size and the format of each parallel session (panel discussion, presentations, roundtables, questions and answers) will depend on each session organizer, and the logistic capacities of the venue.

Agencies, governments, NGO’s and other partners are invited to organise sessions that will contribute to the Thematic Segment under one of the five proposed themes. As interest in the sessions is high and the number of rooms at the venue is limited, partners planning sessions on similar topics are encouraged to collaborate closely and as much as possible, to organise a session jointly. Preference will be given to events that are organized jointly by governmental, non-governmental and inter-governmental partners. The Conference Secretariat will facilitate the collaboration between session organizers (see details below). 













IV. Logistic information

Parallel sessions are open to all participants who are representatives of Member States, UN specialized agencies, UN Programmes/Funds, UN Regional Commissions, other accredited IGOs and NGOs (including relevant private sector and academic institutions).  Organizers of closed events or events aiming for an exclusive audience are advised to obtain alternative locations.

The programme for the thematic segment will be available on the WCDR website (www.unisdr.org). The Conference Secretariat will distribute copies of the consolidated programme to inform participants about the sessions and related events. 

Non-governmental representatives proposing a parallel event must be accredited with the WCDR (please see accreditation details on <www.unisdr.org>). 
Usual logistical equipment such as multi-media projectors slide, video, overhead or laptop-to-screen, projection screens, sound recording will be available for most rooms in the venue and details will be provided to the session organizers. A fee will be required for the use of the room and the equipment. 
Organizers should note that simultaneous interpretation services are not available for parallel sessions. 
V. How to request a parallel session 

Any organization interested in organizing parallel events under one of the five thematic clusters should contact the Conference Secretariat (see details below) before 30 August 2004. The Conference Secretariat will then forward a Session Request Form - to be filled in by the interested organization. Alternatively, you can download the Session Request Form from the WCDR website (www.unisdr.org).

Given the limited slots for parallel sessions, partners are strongly encouraged to forward their requests at their earliest convenience. 

Requests should be made to the WCDR Secretariat:

Conference secretariat for World Conference on Disaster Reduction

UN/ISDR

Palais des Nations, CH-1211

Geneva 10, Switzerland

Tel:  +41-22-917-2103

Fax: +41-22-917-0169
E-mail:isdr-wcdr@un.org

Website: <www.unisdr.org>









Annex 1

Tentative Thematic Clusters for the World Conference on Disaster Reduction

The following list of thematic clusters based on a framework to guide and monitor disaster risk reduction 
1.  Governance:  Institutional and policy frameworks for risk reduction

· Socio-economic policies and effective utilization of resources (linking to poverty eradication, private and public resources) 
· Environmental policies (integration into existing environmental policies and management practices)

· Risk reduction and sustainable development

· National policies, institutional developments and legislation, national coordination
· Local authorities and municipality policies for risk reduction

· Community action and participation – a policy option

· Regional institutional frameworks and policies

· Transparency – accountability

· Science and technology policies

2.  Risk identification and emerging risks 

· Hazard and vulnerability assessments - methodologies

· Disaster impact assessments and methodologies

· Forecasting and early warning

· Climate and environmental risk assessment

· Data-collection and information use to reduce risk

· Urban risk

· Drought


· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
3.  Knowledge management:  building a culture of resilient communities 
· Education for sustainable development – disaster risk reduction in schools

· Disaster risk reduction at university level and postgraduate

· Research agendas

· Training:  formal and informal (community action)

· Media and disaster risk reduction – public awareness raising tools

· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
4.  Lessons-learnt:  “good practices”

· Rebuilding safer communities – sustainable solutions

· Land use planning

· Insurance – financial instruments – micro finance – safety nets and livelihoods approaches
· Safer construction – compliance with codes and corruption

· Business and private sector investing in disaster risk reduction

· Environmental management and risk reduction

· Community action:  where it has worked

· Networks and partnerships (private-public, government-NGOs, academic-government, etc.)

· Gender issues and disaster risk reduction

5.  Preparedness for effective response
· From relief to development

· Disaster response and response preparedness mechanisms in the context of disaster reduction
· Disaster Response Preparedness. Improvement of regional (/national) capacity of Early Warning (EW) in natural disasters

· Financing the real cost of disaster response

· Development of Response Tools through non-traditional partnerships

· Prevention, Preparedness and Response to Environmental Emergencies

Schematic Format for the Thematic Segment





Public Forum


- Open debates and Japanese public events, including planned activities with local schools


- Media events, coverage and campaigns


- Public exhibitions and poster sessions


- Field trips 


TheseA activities can expand before, during and after the Conference you may want to add activities towards school given the important


ce of education 





Inter-governmental Segment


- To engage national authorities and international community in the discussion, with a view to producing concrete changes and results with the objectives as set out by the General Assembly resolution A/RES/58/214the attention and participation of national and international authorities to ensure the adaptation of the expected outcome to be guided by the UN General Assembly and to be discussed with the Bureau during the Preparatory Committees.





World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR)


Kobe, -Hyogo, 18-22 January 2005








Thematic Segment


- Three Two High Level Roundtables in the Plenary


- Parallel sessions, organised by partners and UN agencies clustered around five themes
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Closing Panel 





Thematic Cluster 2, Opening Panel 
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Thematic Cluster 3, Opening Panel 








… and so on for the five thematic clusters
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