[image: image1.jpg]


   






[image: image2.jpg]Interngkeonal Strateqy

ISSDR

for Disaster Reduction




IATF Working Group 2-Early Warning

Recent Developments and Activities
INTER-AGENCY TASK FORCE ON DISASTER REDUCTION

EIGHTH MEETING

GENEVA, 5-6 NOVEMBER 2003

IATF Working Group 2-Early Warning

Recent Developments and Activities

(a)
Overview:

The WG2 has been in operation for  two years.  The Group was established to support the better coordination of global practices in early warning and to make sure it is effectively utilized as an instrument in disaster reduction activities in the context of the ISDR. The group involve as many parties as possible from national, regional and international organizations into its discussions, on an ad hoc basis, to ensure it’s a wide range of views and inputs. The Group reported regularly to the IATF through its chair and has supported the advancement of early warning through the ISDR Secretariat’s programme of work, as well as at the individual agency level.

(b)
Online inventory for Early Warning Systems:
The Inventory of Early Warning System (accessible through website http://database.unep.dkkv.org) is now finalized in its format and will be updated and the content enhanced in the context of future early warning activities of the ISDR. A brochure advertising the inventory has been designed and was made available at the EWC-II inviting contribution of new early warning systems into the inventory. The ISDR Secretariat, UNEP and partners will continue to distribute the flyer promoting the inventory widely.

(c) 
Guidelines for Indicators of Efficiency of Early Warning Systems:
Guidelines for Indicators of Efficiency of Early Warning Systems has been merged into a new “Benchmarks and Targets 2015” document for the International Conference on Early Warning (see below); with that and through participation in ISDR’s online conference on “A Framework to guide and monitor disaster risk reduction from Aug. 25 to Sept. 26, 2003”. This is foreseen to become an important area of work in the future to support the monitoring of early warning systems and their effectiveness. The WG2 contribution will pave the way for future activities in this area.

(d)
Early Warning Conference II, October 16-19, 2003 in Bonn:

Perhaps the most important aspect of WG2 activities has been the contribution to the 2nd International Conference in Early Warning (EWC II), held in Bonn, 16-18 October 2003, and as recommended by the Conference, to the long term establishment ―under the aegis of the UN― of an international platform on early warning.

Members of the WG2 contributed to different aspects of the preparations of the EWC II. For the Africa Regional Consultation held in preparation of the EWC-II, members of WG2 kicked off the preparation of the consultation and handed it over to the ISDR outreach office in Nairobi. Members also took part in the regional consultations in Africa, the Americas, Asia and the Pacific and Europe. Other support was provided in form of reviewing documents; proposing presenters and speakers for the Conference, etc., including the nomination of the WG 2 chair, by UNEP, to lead  the EWC II Advisory Group.

The EWC-II’s Advisory Group met last on 11-12 August, in Geneva, to discuss the preparation of the EWC II, including discussions on the agenda (presentations, panels, speakers, etc.), background documents, poster sessions, best practices and many other aspects of the Conference. More information is available on the Conference website www.ewc2.org for further information.

e)
Follow up to WG2 activities:
The ad-hoc nature of the Working Group was established by the IATF upon its creation. The WG2 activities have move forward the issues of early warning within the IATF, identifying needs and constraints at various levels and through the EWC-II have proposed some concrete action for follow up for the ISDR. 

An important expected outcome of the EWC II is an international platform on early warning, which will look at different aspects and activities in early warning aimed at strengthening the links between the science and technologies and the policy making of the early warning process, as well as promoting the early warning dialogue.

The most active members of the WG will be strongly involved through their own capacities in the follow up programme of the EWC-II and ensure a continuation of the inter-agency nature of this endeavor. 
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