Summary of content drawn from statements

presented by Member States in response to the Report 58/277 on the Implementation of ISDR, during the Second Committee,

agenda item 94 on environment and sustainable development during the General Assembly’s 58th Session

(16 October 2003).

All the statements relates to support to the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), but some aspects have been singled out in this summary

Morocco, on behalf of the G77 and China,  thanked for the excellent presentation of the report on the Implementation of ISDR, and stressed the interest of poverty reduction  plans and strategies to include risk assessment and disaster reduction. The group expressed interest in increasing support from the international community to overcome the negative impacts of hazards.

Speaking on behalf of the European Union, Italy said the consolidation of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction is an essential instrument to reduce the risk of and vulnerability to natural hazard and related environmental and technological disasters. The EU further welcomed the efforts carried out by numerous international actors guided by the Task Force and the ISDR Secretariat and encouraged them to strengthen their role of mainstreaming risk reduction into development policies and process.

Croatia supported a stronger focus on the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, through an enhanced regional outreach which would introduce best practices through policy integration, advocacy and information-sharing in order to strengthen cooperation on disaster reduction among existing regional stakeholders and made reference to the Euro-Mediterranean Forum recently held in Madrid. 

Speaking on behalf of the Andean Community, Ecuador said that the Andean Committee for de Prevention and Disaster Attention (CAPRADE) was established in July 2002 in accordance with the objectives of the ISDR as an institutional mechanism to promote actions to reduce natural disaster risks and impacts through the coordination and promotion of strategies, politics and plans; the promotion of the prevention activities, preparation, disaster response; cooperation and assistance; and sharing experiences in these areas. 

Switzerland considered that the work of the ISDR over the past year has been encouraging and commended the efforts made to give more prominence to the activities of the secretariat in disaster risk management and expressed wishes that the guidelines for national platforms on disaster reduction would soon be available.

The Russian Federation supported the activities of the Inter-Agency Secretariat and Inter-Agency Task Force for Disaster Reduction and believed that efforts in this regard should focus on developing early warning systems and strengthening the national response potential.

Convening of the Second World Conference on Disaster Reduction, Kobe-Hyogo, 18 to 22 January 2005
Speaking on behalf of the Andean Community, Ecuador said it supported the convening of the Second World Conference on Disaster Reduction in 2005 as it constitutes an ideal opportunity to advance work on the objectives on natural disaster reduction contained in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.      
Japan proposed, in close consultation with other delegations, that the General Assembly adopt a resolution enabling the UN to hold a World Conference on Disaster Reduction in order to conclude the review of the Yokohama Strategy, and to upgrade it so as to fully reflect the guiding principles in the Plan of Implementation, and to identify specific policy measures to put in into effect. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran expected the Second World Conference on Disaster Reduction would pave the way to enhance monitoring of disaster reduction measures, and provide effective measures to assist developing countries to manage natural disasters.  

Brazil supported international efforts aimed at preventing and reducing natural disasters and welcomed the initiative put forward by Japan to host a World Conference on Disaster Reduction. 

The Russian Federation supported the proposal of Japan to convene the Second World Conference on Disaster Reduction as it would provide a forum to exchange useful experiences and intensify the multilateral dialogue in this field.

Peru stated that the Rio Group supported the convening of the Second World Conference on Disaster Reduction, and hoped that one of the outcomes of the Conference would be a concrete programme of action.

Trust Fund 

The European Union encouraged Member States to provide resources in order for the Task Force and the Strategy Secretariat to cover their core requirements and carry out their mandate. Kenya called for a strengthened role of the ISDR through the provision of adequate resources to the Trust Fund for Disaster Reduction. 

Lessons learnt

Japan has learnt valuable lessons from its many experiences with natural disasters including earthquakes, typhoons, and volcanic eruption and the time had come to pool and share such wisdom to build a safer world, and in doing so, governments should include these perspectives in their development strategy.

Switzerland attached a lot of importance to drawing the lessons learnt in the field of natural disasters. One of its efforts in this domain has been to organize follow up meetings on 9 and 10 September 2003 in Geneva with INSARAG (international search and rescue advisory group). The meeting was in line with the measures it had taken on behalf of the victims of the Algerian earthquake which hit the country on 21 May 2003. 

Collaboration with other organizations

Kenya said that efforts towards disaster reduction should be enhanced through integrated efforts that strengthen national capacities, awareness creation, and exchange of information. The establishment of the Drought Monitoring Centre in Nairobi has greatly assisted various countries in the Horn of Africa in climate monitoring, prediction and timely early warning. 

Speaking on behalf of the Andean Community, Ecuador said that it was particularly important to consider natural disaster within the context of transboundary natural hazards and the appropriate actions that needed to be taken at the subregional, regional and international levels. This would enhance a better comprehension of the causes of the natural hazards, and hopefully result in the creation of capacities and institutional strengthening by transferring appropriate technology and access to the sources of relevant information. The recent establishment of the International Centre for the Study of the El Nino Phenomenon in Guayaquil, Ecuador was an important step toward meeting these objectives. 

Kenya said that natural and man-made disasters are almost a daily occurrence globally. It is worth noting that developing countries are the most vulnerable to those disasters. The need to formulate strategies for early warning systems, disaster preparedness and monitoring in order to secure sustainable development is now more important than ever before.

Switzerland noted the closer collaboration with UNDP and other organizations, and global initiatives in the disaster reduction and that these agreements have broadened notably by the signatures of memorandums. 

Speaking on behalf of the European Union, Italy drew attention to the fact that scientific and technological cooperation is vital to achieve progress in disaster prevention and mitigation. Prevention policies coupled with technological innovation were of the utmost importance in reducing the impact of natural disasters on loss of human life and economic damage. Advances in information technology are paramount for strengthening national capacities for disaster early warning, which is so crucial for the protection of human lives and livelihoods of vulnerable regions.

WMO presented a statement in support of ISDR and outlining its contribution to disaster reduction.

(Summary prepared by ISDR Secretariat)

� Selected full statements available at the ISDR Secretariat


� Subtitles defined by ISDR Secretariat- each country made one intervention covering all aspects, including others related to environment, climate change, biodiversity, desertification (agenda item 94)
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