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This report presents an update of the activities undertaken by the Working Group 2 since the 5th meeting of the IATF, in April 2002, as well as activities that indivdual members carried out or supported, under the aegis of the ISDR Secretariat. 

1. 3rd Meeting of the Working Group 2

The third meeting of the WG2 took place in Potsdam, Germany on 24-25 June 2002, hosted by the GeoForschungsZentrum-Potsdam (GFZ)–the German Research Centre for Earth Sciences.  The meeting, attended by ten members of the working group, was chaired by Dr. Norberto Fernandez of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

The purpose of the meeting was (i) to review the activities and results since the second WG2 meeting—held at UNEP Headquarters, Nairobi, November 2002; and (ii) to determine a 2002-2003 plan of action for the WG2.

Participants were briefed about the preparation of the “Global Review of Disaster Reduction” report – in particular the Early Warning chapter – and the finalisation of the “Early Warning and Sustainable Development” document, as well as the requirements for the preparation of Type-II Partnership proposals, in particular a proposal for early warning presented by the ISDR Secretariat at the World Summit for Sustainable Development, in Johannesburg. In addition, Prof. Friedemann Wenzel, from the DKKV, explained the objectives, and anticipated results, of the [proposed] 2nd International Conference on Early Warning (EWC-II) scheduled for October 2003, in Germany.

Following the decision of the Inter Agency Task Force to support a general discussion on drought and to establish an Ad Hoc Discussion Group on Drought (5th Meeting of the IATF/ISDR, 25-26 April 2002), the WG2 designated Prof. Laban Ogallo, IGAD Drought Monitoring Centre, and Mr. Jeremy Collymore, CDERA, as their representatives to the Ad Hoc group.  To support the discussion on drought, within the WG2, Prof. Ogallo, gave a presentation on El Niño and its implications for drought events. 

Details on the activities of the WG2 are provided under the “Activities” section, below.  A full version of the Report of the 3rd Meeting of the WG2 is available at: http://www.unisdr.org/unisdr/meetings/meetings.html .

2. Participation in the “International Symposium on Global Environmental Change and Disaster Reduction”

Prof. Laban Ogallo, IGAD Drought Monitoring Centre, and Dr. Norberto Fernandez, UNEP and Chairman of WG2, participated in the “International Symposium on Global Environmental Change and Disaster Reduction”, held in Berlin, Germany, on 20-21 June 2002. The Symposium was organised by the German Federal Foreign Office, the German Committee for Disaster Reduction (DKKV), and the German National Committee on Global Change Research (NKGCF).  

The objective of the symposium was to discuss expected global environmental change and its implications for disaster reduction, thus strengthening linkages between stakeholders of global environmental change research and disaster and risk reduction communities.  

Of particular interest to the WG2 were the links between the recommendations of the symposium and the future work of the working group, especially the international platform for early warning being proposed under the aegis of the ISDR.  Mr. Fernandez chaired a working group session on “Disaster Reduction, Sustainable Development Research and Information Technology”; which produced a number of recommendations on the use of global observing systems and space technology for global environmental research and disaster management. 

3. Activities

3.1. WG2 Website

The website has been finalised and it is now operational.  It was developed by the UNEP’s GRID Facility in Geneva and located in the ISDR server. The website can be accessed at:  http://www.unisdr.org/unisdr/WGroup2.html .

3.2. Inventory of Early Warning Systems

The development of an EWS inventory has been one of the main activities of WG2 over the past three months.  This activity is coordinated jointly by German committee for Disaster Reduction (DKKV) and UNEP, with the participation of the ISDR Secretariat.  The database underlying this inventory has been built and is in the process of being populated with data by means of an electronic questionnaire. The first version of the online user interface of this EWS inventory has also been finalised. This first part of the development and programming was done by the UNEP’s Division of Early Warning and Assessment.

The DKKV has committed resources for the update and maintenance of the EWS inventory, which will be kept in the future at the DKKV. Acquisition of date will continue.

3.3. Criteria for Indicators of Efficiency of Early Warning Systems

This activity is coordinated jointly by UNEP, the DKKV and the ISDR Secretariat.  The first draft proposal for the formulation of the criteria to develop indicators to measure the effectiveness of early warning systems has been completed and it will be soon circulated for peer review. This process has identified several ongoing activities in the area of indicators which are being looked upon for potential synergies. 

There is complementarity between both, the EWS Inventory and the Criteria for Indicators of Efficiency projects. The WG2 envisions to use the results of both projects as a basis for "EW Systems blue-prints" or "EW Systems best-practices". Since the inventory together with the indicators can reveal strengths and weaknesses of EW systems, the results can be utilized to initiate co-operation between stakeholders of the EW process where necessary.

3.4. Type 2 partnership: “Integrating Early Warning and Disaster Risk Management Into the Sustainable Development Agenda and Practice”

The WG2 supported the development of the proposal, officially presented at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) looking to strengthen existing early warning systems and disaster risk management strategies at global, regional and national levels and to highlight their important relation to sustainable development. This will be achieved through the promotion of convergence and coherence in early warning activities in the context of sustainable development. 

Non-negotiated partnerships and initiatives to implement Agenda 21 are expected to constitute an important outcome of the forthcoming World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD). They consist of a series of commitments and action-oriented coalitions focused on deliverables and are intended to contribute to translating political commitments into action. On the basis of the various proposals made by governments and major groups during the second session of the Preparatory Committee for the Summit (New York, 28 January-8 February), an indicative list of areas for these partnerships has been prepared. This list includes the issue of  “Early Warning and Disaster Preparedness”. 

The proposal developed in close consultation with relevant partners, includes targets, timetables, monitoring arrangements, coordination and implementation mechanisms, as well as arrangements for different funding sources and technology transfer. 

3.5. Second International Early Warning Conference–EWC II
The preparation of the EWC II is a new activity of the WG2.  The conference, expected to take place in Germany in 2003, is an initiative of the Government of Germany, through the DKKV and the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the ISDR Secretariat, to support international early warning and disaster reduction activities. 

The WG2 has been asked to assist in the preparation of the EWC II. This initiative was endorsed by the WG2 (at the 3rd Meeting of the working group), and a small group was formed to develop a proposal for the structure and organisation of the conference.  
4. WG2 Membership

The Asian Disaster Reduction Center, ADRC, in Kobe, Japan, has become a member of the WG2.  Mr. Satoru Nishikawa, Executive Director of the ADRC, will represent the organisation at the WG2. 

Ms. Jane Sheltinga, representative of the UNCCD Secretariat to the WG2, has recently left the CCD.  The Chairman of WG2 is awaiting the nomination of the new CCD representative. 

The list of current members of WG2 is included as Annex I to this report. 

5. Funding for activities of the WG2

The WG2 fully acknowledges the support provided by the UNEP’s Division of Early Warning and Assessment, and the ISDR Secretariat for the implementation of the activities described in this report.

Especially, the WG2 would like to thank the Government of Germany, through its financial contribution to the ISDR Secretariat, which has supported the WG2 activities. Activities supported by these funds include the participation of experts from developing countries to the WG2 meetings, and other relevant events, the work provided by Dr. Katharina Thywissen for the development of the early warning inventory and the criteria for indicators of efficiency of early warning systems, as well as the drafting of the proposal for the early warning partnership by Mr. John Scott.
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Annex I.  LIST OF MEMBERS WORKING GROUP 2 – EARLY WARNING  (as of October 2002)

	Focal point / representative
	Organisation/Position
	Email

	1. Dr. Norberto Fernandez
	UNEP-Division of Early Warning and Assessment [Chair WG2]
	norberto.fernandez@unep.org

	2. Mr. E.A. Mukolwe
	Director Coordinator, Scientific and Technical Programmes – WMO, Geneva
	Mukolwe_e@gateway.wmo.ch

	3. Mr. Andrew Maskrey
	Senior Advisor - UNDP-EDR  [Chair IATF-WG3], Geneva
	Andrew.maskrey@undp.org

	4. Mr. Johan Goldammer
	Global Fire Monitoring Center, GFMC.  [Chair IATF-WG4]. Freiburg, Germany.
	Jggold@uni-freiburg.de

	5. Representative to be nominated
	UN-HABITAT, Nairobi
	

	6. Mr. Mwita Rukandema
	Senior Economist, Global Information and Early Warning Service, Commodities and Trade Division – FAO.  Rome
	Mwita.Rukandema@fao.org

	7. Mr. Soren Malling
	UNESCO. Paris, France.
	s.malling@unesco.org

	8. Representative to be nominated
	UNCCD Early Warning and Information Systems. Bonn, Germany
	

	9. Mr. Craig Pratt
	SOPAC-South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission. Fiji.
	craig@sopac.org

	10. Mr. Satoru Nishikawa
	Asian Disaster Reduction Center, ADRC, Japan
	nishikawa@adrc.or.jp

	11. Dr. Jochen Zschau
	German Committee for Disaster Reduction, DKKV. Bonn, Germany 
	katastrophenvorsorge@t-online.de

	12. Mr. Jeremy Colleymore
	Regional Coordinator; CDERA, Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency.  St. Michael, Barbados
	cdera@caribsurf.com ; 
cc.:  jc@caribsurf.com

	13. Prof. Laban Ogallo
	Project Coordinator; Drought Monitoring Center, DMC – Nairobi, Kenya; 
	logallo@lion.meteo.go.ke

	14. Dr. Antonio Divino Moura

       Mr. Chester F. Ropelewski
       [Representative]
	Director General, IRI - International Research Institute for Climate Prediction, Columbia University, New York, USA.

Director, Climate Monitoring and Dissemination, IRI, Columbia University, New York, USA
	amoura@iri.columbia.edu)

chet@iri.columbia.edu

	15. Mr. John Harding
	ISDR Secretariat, Geneva [ISDR Focal Point for WG2]
	harding@un.org
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