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INFORMATION NOTE FROM THE ISDR SECRETARIAT

for the period November 2001 to April 2002

INTRODUCTION
1.        This is the fourth Information Note prepared by the Secretariat and which covers the working period from November 2001 to April 2002. Previous Information Notes (January / October 2000, October 2000 / May 2001 and June / November 2001) are available upon request. These documents aim at keeping the ISDR constituency updated on the work and progress made by the Secretariat to facilitate the implementation of the ISDR objectives.  

OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND CHALLENGES FOR THE ISDR SECRETARIAT
2.         During the reporting period, emphasis has been placed on the elaboration of a comprehensive workplan for the Secretariat based on the renewed mandate from GA Resolution 56/195. A renewed leadership and management approach has been developed based on the following goals for the period 2002-2003:

· to consolidate the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction as the framework for coordinated action by international organizations (UN and non-UN), professional and expert institutions and governments to ensure that the disaster reduction issues are mainstreamed into sustainable development strategies and programmes and is reflected effectively in all relevant international agendas and sectoral plans (environment, human settlements, agriculture, health, education, etc); and 

· to ensure that the concept and methodologies of disaster reduction are widely understood and effectively utilized by an important and increasing number of disaster-prone communities around the world, allowing them to become resilient to natural disasters while contributing to their sustainable development.

3. 
The implementation of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction was discussed at the 56th session of the General Assembly in the Second Committee by the end of 2001 in New York under the agenda item “Environment and Sustainable Development”. The ISDR was recognized as bearing the prime responsibility for the implementation of UNGA resolutions 56/194 on “International Cooperation to Reduce the Impact of the El Niño Phenomenon” and 56/195 on the “International Strategy on Disaster Reduction (ISDR)”. Both documents 
reaffirm the ISDR inter-agency Secretariat as the “(…) focal point within the United Nations system for the coordination of disaster reduction and to ensure synergies among the disaster reduction activities of the UN system (..)” and do provide a more stable platform for the Strategy’s future work. Several resolutions in the Humanitarian Segment are also referring to ISDR in the context of disaster reduction (prevention, mitigation and preparedness).
4.
Nevertheless, renewed efforts to obtain financial contributions from Governments as well as core funding from the UN system and secondments or other forms of support from partner UN Agencies still remain a most challenging task for the Secretariat. So far, WMO has contributed with a short-term senior professional expert and provided several office rooms in support of the work of the ISDR Secretariat, whilst the Agence de la Francophonie contributed to the substantive activities of the Secretariat by providing an Associate Expert from Djibouti since August 2001. The Secretariat has also requested Associate or Junior Professional Officer from several Governments for the near future, among them Japan and Germany.
5.






The Director and other staff of the Secretariat have visited official authorities and scientific institutions dealing with disaster reduction in Argentina, Barbados, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama, Thailand, Trinidad & Tobago, India, Japan, Germany, Italy, France, the Netherlands, Switzerland and the United States, as well as Indonesia and Kenya in the coming month, in an effort to raise support and advocate for the need to engage in an inclusive manner, the individual and collective responsibility of governments, international, scientific and civil society organizations in disaster risk reduction. 
6.
The ISDR Secretariat expects to benefit from the second phase of the reform programme launched by the Secretary-General in the context of a comprehensive review of the Millennium Declaration goals aimed at strengthening and revitalizing the United Nations Organization. In this context the ISDR Secretariat has initiated a process of prioritizing ISDR’s activities along the lines of the Millennium Declaration priorities. The ISDR responds to several of the goals of the Millenium Declaration, but in particular to the following: “To intensify our collective efforts to reduce the number and effects of natural and man-made disasters”, placed under section IV entitled “ Protecting our common environment”. 
7.
The ISDR Secretariat is also participating in policy processes linked to areas closely related with disaster reduction such as sustainable development, environment, climate change, desertification, freshwater, among other. The preparatory process leading to the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) and the ten year review of implementation of Agenda 21, has been high on ISDR’s agenda, with the purpose of ensuring that disaster risk reduction is recognized as an integral part of sustainable development, at the global, regional, national and local levels and, in particular in the programme of Action expected from Johannesburg in September 2002 (see more details in paragraphs 58-67 below).








Fundraising initiatives

8.
Fundraising initiatives are being actively undertaken by the Secretariat of the ISDR. 

Mr. Kenzo Oshima, the Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs, has been personally involved in some of these efforts, which has proven most positive.  During several meetings of the Humanitarian Liaison Working Group (HLWG) the ISDR work plan and financial situation was discussed.  In addition, visits to capitals have been undertaken by the USG, the Director of ISDR and/or staff members. To date, the Secretariat has received contributions in the sum total of $2,757,587 for the biennium 2002-2003 and the pledged amount for the year 2002 are $608,890 (see Annex 1).

9.
The Secretariat of the ISDR should like to thank the support of the governments of Germany, Iceland, Japan, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom who have responded positively during this period by providing support to both core and outreach activities.  The Governments of Canada, Finland, France, Italy, Norway, the Philippines and the United States have indicated interest in contributing to ISDR activities, however, specific contributions must be determined and discussed. 

10.
Lastly, although support and interest have been positive, it should be noted that fundraising efforts must be actively continued in order to fulfill the financial requirements set out by the UNGA mandate. To this end, we should like to invite all member states to participate in building a sound resource basis for the implementation of the ISDR worldwide.





WORK PLAN 2002



 - 2003 (see attached summary workplan)

11.
The following information is not exhaustive but provides an indication on where the ISDR Secretariat is heading in the fulfilment of its objectives.

Inter-agency/Institutional coordination

Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction and its Working Groups 
Supporting the Work of the Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF)
12.
The ISDR Secretariat has continued to make efforts to ensure conducive working conditions for the activities and meetings of the Inter-Agency Task Force and its Working Groups. In particular, after its first two years of existence, the Task Force has consolidated its work modalities and is regarded by an increasing number of experts / institutions as the international and multi-sectoral forum provided by the UN for the discussion of disaster reduction matters, policies and strategies. 
13.

Working Groups of the Inter-Agency Task Force have benefited from the new backstopping procedures implemented by the ISDR Secretariat since the end of last year. The progressive involvement in the substance of each Group’s work by designated staff of the ISDR Secretariat has allowed for increased results and coordinated work. A particular area of focus in 2002 has been the creation of avenues for cross-collaboration among Working Groups in order to maximise their professional output in areas of common interest. This work is expected to continue in 2002 and 2003 and will be conducive to increasing the performance of the Task Force on the whole.

Progress made by IATF Working Groups 
14. Working Group 1 (WG 1) on Climate and Disasters, chaired by WMO, held its second
meeting at WMO Headquarters, in Geneva, on 11-12 April 2002. Fifteen participants representing UN Agencies, regional organisations, the private sector and, for the first time, representatives of other  Working Groups of the (IATF), attended the meeting. The discussions provided the latest updates regarding the possible forthcoming El-Niño Phenomenon and reviewed the effectiveness of information flow on climate related hazards (the global-to-local/science-to-society matrix), assessing the risks of extreme events from climate forecasts. Special emphasis was placed on the issue of drought which may be a good area for cooperation among the various WGs. An expert presentation on drought may be held on the occasion of coming Task Force meetings, under WG 1’s leadership, to discuss the terms for further cooperation in this domain. In view of the direct impact of meteorological and hydro-meteorological hazards on the increase in frequency and intensity of disasters, WG1 expressed the need to improve disaster databases and link them to climatological databases. A work proposal may be prepared through pilot studies defined within the context of a joint workshop with WG 3. A scientific institution should be in charge for the coordination of this work.

15. WG2 on Early Warning, chaired by UNEP, is developing projects in two areas related to an
inventory of existing early warning systems, and the development of early warning indicators. WG2 is planning its next meeting directly following a meeting on Global Environmental Change and Disaster Reduction, to be held from 20-21 June in Berlin. The WG2 convenor also represented views of the working group at an expert meeting on “Early warning and Sustainable Development” organized by the German Committee for Disaster Reduction (DKKV), with support of the ISDR Secretariat (see more in paragraph 67). 

16. Working Group 3 on Risk, Vulnerability and Impact Assessment, chaired by UNDP, will
meet on 24 April in Geneva, for a small and informal session to briefly discuss the Group’s progress since the last technical meeting of 3 October, at which time four proposals were fully developed. Further those Group members present will report on progress to date and make suggestions as to those activities that will be furthered over the next six-month period. It is expected that following both WG 3’s meeting of the 24th and the IATF meeting of the 25th and 26th, UNDP, as the Chair of WG 3, will notify all members of the Group of the outcome of both events, as appropriate. The Group will then collectively come to a consensus on priority activities and further refine a detailed workplan thereafter.
17. Working Group 4 on Wildland Fires, chaired by the Global Monitoring Center, held two
meetings since November 2001; the second meeting on 3-4 December 2001 at WMO in Geneva and the third meeting on 8-9 March 2002 at the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) in Freiburg, Germany. As a direct follow up to the suggestions raised at the meetings, including the first meeting held on 14 November 2001, and through electronic communications, the WG4 is developing regional fire management networks and global fire monitoring / statistics standards. For the development of networks, the group decided to carry out the activities in Africa first, recognizing the urgent need to establish an efficient fire management networks in the region. In this connection, the group will organize a sub-regional (Sub-Sahara) WG4 meeting in conjunction with the "Wood for Africa" conference and its satellite conference "Fire" in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa in July 2002. The third meeting produced a position paper for the WSSD and a statement to be incorporated in the ISDR Background Document for the WSSD.  The WG4 also prepared during the meeting an input for the "Expert Meeting on Early Warning and Sustainable Development" held on 11-12 March in Bonn (see paragraph 58 below). The WG4 is now actively involved in the preparation of the 3rd Global Wildland Fire Conference to be held on 4-8 October 2003 in Sydney, Australia.
Additional inter-agency activities during the period:
18.
The ISDR Secretariat has progressively concentrated its efforts on the inter-agency nature of its mandate, aiming at creating an enabling environment within which each agency and organization having a stake in disaster reduction to perform more effectively in coordination with other entities and regional organizations. The ultimate objective of these efforts is to bring to full fruition the remarkable potential existing today within and outside the UN system in the area of disaster reduction. The capacity of harnessing this potential is correlated to the ability of integrating approaches, coordinating activities and exchanging information and lessons learned concerning the outcomes. 

19.
In particular, as part of the partnership building effort within the UN system, planning and consultation meetings have been carried out with many key UN agencies to enhance common work objectives and activities to concretize disaster reduction implementation. 
A few specific examples include: 

20.
Collaboration with the World Meteorological Organization WMO has expanded in several areas related, in particular, with freshwater and flood management, climate change, including collaboration with the WMO/UNEP Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and on climate variabilities such as El Niño and La Niña phenomena and early warning.  On the latter subject, a joint effort has been undertaken to implement UN GA resolutions requesting the development of an International Research Centre on El Niño Phenomenon (CIIFEN) in Guayaquil, Ecuador.  In this regard, a joint mission was undertaken and close interaction was developed with the Government of Ecuador, the Andean Development Bank (CAF), the UN Resident Coordinator, national institutions and other interested international organizations and scientific and technical institutions.  The main issues that were discussed are: fundraising for the center and its sustainability, the role of Universities, the role and involvement of other countries of the region, the location of the center, as well as the concrete steps to be taken for the establishment of the center. A specialized workshop is planned for September 2002 in Guayaquil.

At the invitation of Prof. Obasi, Secretary-General of WMO, the USG for Humanitarian Affairs, Mr. Oshima, participated, in the ceremony commemorating the World Meteorological Day in Geneva on 22 March 2002, at WMO headquarters with the theme of “Reducing Vulnerability to Weather and Climate Extremes". 
21.
Closer working relations have been established in particular with UN Development Programme, UNDP, to coordinate activities in the context of Working Group 3 of the Task Force on vulnerability assessment, coordination of the Global Review on Disaster Reduction and the World Vulnerability Report, preparations for the WSSD and the Disaster Management Training Programme (DMTP), among other areas of collaboration. 
22.
Regular tripartite consultations have continued between OCHA, UNDP and ISDR since last year to exchange information and plan for concerted action in areas of common concern including work at the regional level, information systems, reporting to ECOSOC and UNGA, training and partnership building. One of the important objectives is contributing to develop the area of work from relief to development through risk and vulnerability reduction. 

23.
Discussions are also being held with OCHA and UNDP to develop a joint initiative on volcanoes in order to strengthen the role of the United Nations in reducing the vulnerability of communities, in particular in developing countries, to volcanic eruptions, to improve preparedness and arrange for timely response activities once the hazard has turned into a disaster and enhance recovery capacities. This initiative would also aim at involving national governments and the private sector and at benefiting from the expertise of scientific and technical bodies in order to ensure a coordinated approach to volcanic risks. 

24.
At the initiative of Mr. Oshima and OCHA, a workshop on “natural disasters” was held in March 2002 in Geneva, in collaboration with the ISDR secretariat and UNDP/BCPR, along with some selected experts from different regions of the world, to provide recommendations for enhancing work in this area within the UN Secretariat.  Recommendations from the workshop were shared and discussed at the Senior Management Group chaired by the UN Secretary-General who expressed strong support to this initiative.
25.
With the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, UN/DESA, collaboration has been developed in particular in the areas of freshwater and flood management methodologies; gender aspects of disaster reduction and preparations for the WSSD (more details are provided below under policy and strategy setting), as well as for future development of the disaster reduction indicator.

26.
The ISDR Secretariat participated in the workshop organized in Washington by the Provention Consortium of the World Bank on Lessons Learnt for Disaster Recovery that is expected to provide guidance to the work of the Bank in this area in the coming year.

27.
With UN/Habitat collaboration has been developed in particular to provide advice in the formulation and implementation of a project in the Central America and Caribbean region to reduce vulnerability to natural hazards in coastal settlements.  ISDR will also participate in the first World Urban Forum, Nairobi, 29 April-3 May 2002.

28.
Space / satellite technology and telecommunications is a domain where the ISDR is progressing steadily, through relevant initiatives in the field of disaster reduction and mitigation with the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UN/OOSA). The UN/ISDR contributed to the SG Report on space technology and co-organizes, as a follow-up to the regional workshop already co- organized by ISDR in la Serena, Chile (November 2000), “Regional Workshops on the Use of Space Technology for Disaster Management” which will bring together space agencies and users from various institutions specialized in space activities. These workshops are an element of capacity-building modules whose final objective is to incorporate the use of space technology in a sustainable manner into operational disaster management programmes and to increase awareness on the potential benefits of using space-based technologies for disaster management. The ISDR Secretariat mainly focuses its activities in this domain in promoting the specific role of space technology in reducing and mitigating the impact and occurrence of disasters worldwide and in ensuring the dissemination of reliable real-time information in times of disasters. 

29 
With UNICEF, educational material for children on disaster risk management has been developed in Latin America (in Spanish and English) and is currently in a phase of validation. Discussions have been held with UNICEF to engage in other substantive activities related to education and disaster risk management in a near future.















Regional outreach programmes
Africa
30.
The ISDR Secretariat has continued its efforts to establish partnerships, with a view to establishing a regional ISDR presence in Africa during 2002. This networking includes, in particular, a process is currently underway in the IGAD subregion , to explore the possibility of strengthening  disaster related mechanisms in the Horn of Africa, including information and early warning systems. Similar activities are being undertaken in other subregions (Southern Africa, SADC) and one of the objectives of the ISDR Outreach will be to promote disaster reduction in all relevant regional organizations, many which already deal with issues of combating desertification and drought or environmental degradation, such as Economic Community of Western African States (ECOWAS) and the Comité Inter-étatique de Lutte contre la Sécheresse au Sahara (CILSS - West Africa), UMA (Maghreb Arab countries), IOC (Indian Ocean), as well as at national level through the UN Resident Coordinators. The ISDR outreach programme will be hosted by UNEP in the Gigiri Center, Nairobi, Kenya. Identified regional partners also include the OCHA Regional Office, UNDP, WHO, UN/HABITAT, the Drought Monitoring Centers, ACMAD (African Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development, WMO, FAO, UNESCO, UNICEF as well as relevant NGO networks.
Asia

31.
Collaboration between the ISDR Secretariat and the Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) as well as the Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) has been strengthened through various joint activities, meetings and exchange of information. Both ADPC and ADRC have contributed substantive inputs for the ISDR Global Review on Disaster Reduction. The ISDR Secretariat intends to continue discussion with ADPC, ADRC and other partners in order to develop an ISDR outreach programme in the near future, which would facilitate the promotion of disaster reduction activities in the region. 
32.
The ISDR Secretariat participated in a regional ADRC meeting in January in New Delhi, where one day was dedicated to ISDR. This meeting was organized by the Governments of India and Japan to discuss disaster reduction and sustainable development in Asia. Both Mr. Oshima and ISDR staff participated. Within the context of strengthening collaboration with relevant partners in the region, the ISDR Secretariat held parallel meetings with the Governments of India, Japan, Australia and Switzerland, the National Centre for Disaster Management of India, the Asian Development Bank, ADRC, ADPC, UNCRD-Kobe, UNDP, UN/OCHA, UN/HABITAT and others. 

33.
The ISDR Secretariat also participated in a Regional Workshop on Networking and Vollaboration among NGOs of Asian Countries in Disaster Reduction and Response”,  organized by OCHA and ADRC in Kobe. In addition, ISDR participated and in an ADRC/JICA seminar on disaster management. This latter participation brought elements for future contributions by ISDR to JICA in its educational process and training courses in the context of disaster reduction. 
Latin America and the Caribbean
34.
The ISDR outreach programme for Latin America and the Caribbean co-organized, in collaboration with OFDA, PAHO and several other regional organizations, the Hemispheric Conference on Risk Reduction, held in San José, Costa Rica, in December 2001, to follow up on the demand of the Heads of States of the Americas, expressed in the Third Summit of the Americas, celebrated in in Quebec in April 2001. The Hemispheric Conference was hosted by the Governments of Costa Rica and the USA and brought together hundreds of practitioners from all over the region. The purpose was to discuss risk reduction approaches (excluding emergency response and preparedness) in the Americas. The venue provided an opportunity for interaction among Government officials, experts and practitioners from various sectors, including health, education, agriculture and social services, to meet with authorities on finance, leaders from civil society (including NGOs and the private sector) and professionals in land-use management and information technology. 

35.


On another front of public information and education, the ISDR Secretariat unit in Costa Rica launched a radio-soap opera, developed together with PAHO, the International Organization of Migration, CEPREDENAC and a Costa Rican communication NGO “Voces Nuestras” during 2001. An educational manual for children (8-12 years) had been developed jointly with UNICEF during 2001, based on a previous IDNDR campaign for children. This work is currently in its validation and testing phase, before massive release (Spanish and English). The regional ISDR website is enhanced (www.eird.org) and the publication of Lessons-learnt from the El Salvador earthquake in January 2’001, was recently released (Spanish only), focussing on the land-use and educational sectors.
36.
The fourth issue of “ISDR Informs- Latin America and the Caribbean” was issued in December 2001, a magazine which comes out twice a year in Spanish and English and has become well known as a reference material on disaster reduction in the region.
37.
At a policy level, the ISDR secretariat has supported, as facilitator, the process leading to the establishment of an Andean committee for disaster prevention and response in a near future, following two parallel developments in this region; one launched by the Andean Presidents after the El Niño impact 1997-98 (currently an Andean Prevention Programme-PREANDINO) focusing on how to bring in the disaster risk reduction concern in development and environmental planning and practices; and another launched by Civil defense and disaster management authorities, to improve response and preparedness capacities in the region. - 
The ISDR regional Officer has also worked with WMO consultants to support CIIFEN development in Ecuador (see paragraph 20)
38.
With PAHO, several activities have taken place, in addition to the joint move to new office facilities in Costa Rica. Among them are the support to a regional training course for disaster managers- Lideres- held in Argentina in April 2002;  and support to an Andean information and documentation management course in Bolivia with CRID.

National platforms for disaster reduction: 
39.

Work in the area of regional strategies has also prompted greater focus on matters regarding national platforms for disaster reduction. The ISDR secretariat is gradually expanding its capacity to support countries wanting to establish or strengthen a national multisectoral entity looking at disaster risk reduction priorities at national level. The concept of national platforms for disaster reduction relies on the potential for each country to benefit from information exchange with other countries and with ongoing debates at the international level. The ISDR secretariat is seeking the cooperation of UNDP and other agencies in supporting this process.

Clearinghouse on disaster reduction issues

 Global Review on Disaster Reduction 

40.
The work on the global review of disaster reduction initiatives has continued during the period, engaging collaborators around the world, consultants and ISDR staff.  A huge amount of information has been collected and continues to arise, which has made the task interesting and rewarding, but lengthier than expected.  

41.
Several meetings both with the team of the World Disaster Report of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the team of the UNDP World Vulnerability Report have taken place during the period, to ensure complementarity and coherence of contents and approaches.  In the case of UNDP, substantive collaboration is taking place, which among other things is bringing together a joint set of strategic components to serve as backbone for a monitoring purpose of progress and trends for future reviews, as well as for the development of a set of disaster reduction indicators. 
42. The strategic components are summarised as follows (titles of some categories are
preliminary and need further refinement):

· [image: image5.png]


Risk Awareness and Risk Assessment
Hazards; Vulnerability; and Risk Assessment

· Public Commitment- Institutional and organizational frameworks 
Institutional Framework (regional, national, local); Policy; Norms and codes; and Community Action
· Knowledge Development and Information 
Public Awareness; Education and Training; Information Management / Communication; and Networking (partnerships)

· Application of Disaster Reduction Measures 

Land Use; Protection of Critical Facilities (engineering issues); and Natural Resource Management / Ecosystems (Wetlands Management;  Integrated Coastal Zone Management, Reforestation, etc.)

· Early Warning Systems

Forecast; Dissemination-Warning, and Contingency Planning.


· Safety Nets
Insurance schemes; and others (microfinance; seed banks; food reserves) 

43.
Within the information system of ISDR a special feature is being developed to reflect resources, expertise and initiatives collected as the ongoing review on progress and achievements in disaster reduction continue. This feature is still not ready for the public domain, but will be web based in due time.


ISDR information system and clearing house development 
44.
The ISDR Secretariat was mandated
, to perform as an information clearinghouse for disaster reduction. This includes the collection and elaboration of coherent data and information concerning natural hazards and disaster reduction initiatives as well as the capacity to rationalise this information for subsequent dissemination to a wide range of users, partners, institutions and national organizations. To carry out this function effectively the ISDR Secretariat is in the process of developing a disaster reduction information system, including the strengthening of its existing network and website, as a central component of a future information clearinghouse and resource centre. 

45.
In the past few months, the ISDR Secretariat has carried out substantial preliminary work for the realization of the information system. This included the design of appropriate databases to identify relevant expertise and systematise information originating from the work of the ISDR Secretariat and from the information being gathered for the global review on disaster reduction initiatives. In addition, the ISDR Secretariat has carried out an intermediate upgrade of the ISDR website.

46.
The following main activities were implemented: 

· The implementation of a phased programme for the development of a comprehensive ISDR Information System on Disaster Reduction able to interface with existing and future regional information systems and databases, such as CRID in Latin America, ADRC for Asia, various UN agencies, universities and other national and international centres.

· The realization of a coherent set of dynamic databases to identify relevant expertise and stock information on experts, organizations, initiatives and other resources pertaining to disaster reduction with a view to making relevant information available to public users through the Internet.

· The upgrading of the existing ISDR website, including specific webpages, in order to respond to changing needs and to create an effective interface for the transfer of relevant information to the user community.

47.
The programme will continue in 2002/2003 with a comprehensive feasibility study for the information clearinghouse and the launching of inter-institutional partnerships in this area of work.

Technical support groups: 
48.
The ISDR secretariat participated in the Technical Advisory Group meeting for the global database on impact information (EM-DAT) of the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED), Université Catholique de Louvain, Belgium (www.cred.be). 
The main issues discussed were the improvement of geo-referencing and data collection through collaboration with others, as well as the application and dissemination of the use of a common denomination of natural hazards and disasters in terms of a GLIDE number. The initiative of the implementation and use of a unique identifier number for disasters was raised by ADRC during the GDIN Conference in Canberra, Australia, in March 2001. In August 2001, CRED organized in Brussels a two days meeting on the institution of a Global Identifier number (GLIDE) which has brought together different organizations that have worked with CRED in the past (ADRC, UN-OCHA, OFDA/USAID, FAO and the World Bank). US/NOAA is also participating. GLIDE is a unique index, which will link all disaster information through the web.

Policy and strategy support


Methodologies and policy advice

49.
The ISDR Secretariat has placed particular emphasis since early 2002 in developing concrete strategies to apply scientific and technical knowledge relative to disaster reduction at the local and community levels. These include the development of concepts, methodologies and policy advice for disaster reduction (early warning, prevention, vulnerability reduction, mitigation and preparedness) and related fields, including disaster response and post-emergency development activities, climate change, drought and desertification and others. These activities are carried out in close consultation with relevant partners and technical networks.
50.
The ISDR Secretariat is carrying out, among other activities, the review of the Risk Assessment Tools for Diagnosis of Urban Areas against Seismic Disasters (RADIUS) methodology
 with a view to develop future earthquake safety initiatives within the ISDR framework. This initiative examines the actual impact of the project in the risk management of the cities involved in the project two years after its completion as well as the impact of applying the tools developed through the RADIUS project. The results of the review will be available to the Task Force in a report of April 2002.

51.
The ISDR Secretariat is developing its activities in relation to climate change with a view to identify and support ongoing processes linking risk and vulnerability reduction to the climate change adaptation agenda. The ISDR Secretariat is currently strengthening its the ties between its partners and relevant activities undertaken by the UNFCCC Secretariat, GEF, IUCN's Climate Change programme, the Dutch Red Cross/IFRC Climate Center, OCHA/UNEP and other partners.

52.
The ISDR Secretariat visited the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Secretariat in Bonn to discuss the need for increased collaboration between the Adaptation to Climate Change Agenda and the ISDR. Possible joint activities were identified, including thematic meetings, participation of the UNFCCC in the IATF, and increased involvement of ISDR partners in the formulation of National Communications under the UNFCCC, and other relevant climate change activities. In particular, it was suggested to exchange list of national focal points. ISDR national platforms should be encouraged to meet and work with the national focal points for UNFCCC.
53.
     The ISDR Secretariat also paid a visit to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) Secretariat in Bonn, Germany. Of most relevance for future collaboration with ISDR are the “Thematic and regional cooperation networks”, in particular the area of early warning. The UNCCD is also a member of IATF WG2 on early warning and will also exchange information on national focal points with ISDR. [image: image6.jpg]




54.
The ISDR Secretariat is participating in several initiatives and partnerships related to integrated flood management. Key partners include the World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP) / World Water Development Report (WWDR) Secretariat, UN/DESA, WMO, and regional partners. An example of such parnership is the WMO/Global Water Partnership Associate Programme on Flood Management. (APFM). A meeting on building partnerships was held in March where the objectives of the APFM were discussed, including the need to emphasize the role of Integrated Flood Management in development planning and poverty reduction, due to the linkages between poverty and flood vulnerability. In particular, it was decided that the APFM should highlight the benefits that could be gained through the adoption of Integrated Flood Management, which should be recognized as part and parcel of the evolution of flood management practices.
55.
Recently, UN/DESA, the ISDR Secretariat and UNDP met to discuss how the indicator to measure disaster impact could be expanded and improved to include some aspects of vulnerability and risk, and to be tested in a few countries after the improvement. -






In the context of the implementation of Agenda 21, adopted in 1992, a set of sustainable development indicators to be applied nationally were developed. The IDNDR Secretariat, at that time, was charged with the task of developing a national indicator metodology to measure the impact of natural disasters on development. The whole set of guidelines and methodologies was published by the UN/DESA in 2001. 
56.
The ISDR Secretariat has supported the development of the scientific component of landslides risk mitigation in cooperation with relevant institutions such as the Kyoto University and the Disaster Prevention Research Institute (DPRI). As a follow-up to the International Symposium on Landslides Risk Mitigation and Protection of Cultural and Natural Heritage, organized by the Kyoto University and UNESCO, the ISDR contributed to the launching of the International Consortium on Landslides, the International Programme on Landslides and a Research Centre on Landslides in line with ISDR’s objectives. The ISDR is also a member of the Steering Committee of the Board of Representatives of the International Consortium on Landslides and thereby promotes the networking on landslides related matters to enhance coordinated strategies with other relevant partners and association in the domain.
57.
      A s










ignificant step towards progress in promoting the integration of a gender 
perspective into disaster reduction strategies over the past semester, following the Ankara Expert 
Group Meeting on “Environmental Management and the Mitigation of Natural Disasters: a Gender 
Perspective”(November 2001). The ISDR Secretariat was invited by UN/DESA, Division for Advancement of Women (DAW), to take an active 
part in the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) on this topic in New York in March 2002. 
DAW is handling the follow-up to the 
Beijing Conference (1995) through the CSW. The issue of “Environmental Management and 
Disaster Mitigation” developed at the Beijing + 5 Meeting (2000) was one of the main topics of the 
CSW this year. The Commission brought delegates with substantive knowledge and interest and 
included a panel of six international experts, among them ISDR, to share local experiences on disaster reduction 
and elaborate down-to-earth strategies on the subject. 


Disaster reduction in the context of the World Summit on Sustainable Development
(WSSD) (Johannesburg, 26 August – 4 September 2002)
58.
The ISDR Secretariat and the Inter-Agency Task Force for Disaster Reduction have promoted the integration of disaster reduction as a specific and crosscutting subject for the World Summit on Sustainable Development. An evolving and participatory background paper emphasizing the contribution of disaster reduction to sustainable development is being developed by the ISDR Secretariat, in cooperation with relevant partners such as OCHA, UNDP, WMO and others, and is being discussed and continuously improved by ISDR partners. The ISDR Secretariat has participated in PrepCom:s 2 and 3 and will be participating in the fourth PrepCom in June 2002 in Bali, Indonesia.
59.


The principal outputs of the Earth Summit (June 1992, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil) were the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, Agenda 21, a 40-chapter programme of action on environment and development, the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and the Statement of Principles on Forests. The UN Convention to Combat Desertification was launched at Rio and adopted two years later. 
Disaster reduction was present in several chapters of Agenda 21, but not articulated as an essential element for sustainable development. It is also inherent in the conventions, but not developed yet. In the current review of the implementation of Agenda 21 and in the action programme being negotiated for Johannesburg, disaster reduction is now being considered as one of several priority areas for action,  as requested by governments during the regional consultations and preparatory committee meetings.

Outcome of the Preparatory Committee Sessions for the World Summit on Sustainable Development
60.

During the reporting period, PrepCom 2 (Jan-February 2002) and PrepCom3 (March-April 2002) took place in New York. The ISDR Secretariat participated to support discussions among member states and UN agencies in the area of disaster reduction (mentioned in the current draft text as “natural disasters”)
61.

The topic of natural disasters and disaster reduction was reflected as an emerging trend to be considered in the UN Secretary General’s Report on the Implementation of Agenda 21 (E/CN.17/2002/PC.2/7), reviewed at PrepCom2. Input to the SG report was provided by the ISDR Secretariat.
52. 62.
Delegates at PrepCom2 suggested several actions for further implementation related to disaster reduction, as a specific segment under the issue of ‘Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social development’. This section suggests the elaboration and launching of a global programme for vulnerability and disaster reduction in the framework of ISDR including, a
mong others: 

· Regional strategies for medium and long-term action and early warning systems to mitigate the impacts deriving from the El Niño and La Niña phenomena, other cyclical weather phenomena and hydrological risks

· Funding and technological assistance to assist vulnerable countries to comply with the objectives of ISDR

· The establishment of a global early warning mechanism to be integrated with national, regional and international mechanisms. 

· The dissemination and use of traditional and indigenous knowledge to mitigate the impact of disasters.

63.
A specific request was also made on the need for improved indicators relating to disaster reduction and on more focused attention to small island developing states to withstand the impact of natural hazards. 

64.
PrepCom3 developed the text further, but no “final draft was produced by the end of the meeting. This will be further discussed at the fourth PrepCom in Bali, late May. 
65.
The ISDR, jointly with partners, is also promoting Partnerships and Initiatives to be launched for WSSD in the areas of early warning and education for disaster reduction.
On-line Internet Conference on Disaster Reduction as part of the WSSD:
66. An on-line debate, jointly organized by the Stakeholder Forum and the ISDR Secretariat, is
taking place from 15 April-9 May to develop further ideas on the recommendations for the course of action, implementation and future commitments related to disaster reduction issues for WSSD. The discussion is based on the background paper prepared by the ISDR Secretariat with contributions from several agencies and experts with weekly discussion on a) disaster impact on development; b) Risk assessment; c) Public awareness and community participation for disaster risk reduction, including local early warning systems; and d) Education and training. The on-line debate has several purposes, among them: to bring in major groups and more civil society groups into the discussion on disaster risk reduction; information sharing on ongoing initiatives and advocacy in general for the topic of disaster risk reduction in the context of sustainable development. . The debate is available at: www.earthsummit2002.org/debate or from the www.unisdr.org.

Expert meeting on Early Warning for Sustainable Development

67.
This expert meeting was organized in Bonn, 11-12 March, by the German Committee for Disaster Reduction (DKKV), with support of the ISDR Secretariat, to provide input to the course of action in this area for the WSSD. Participants discussed concrete recommendations for action in order to fill in some of the gaps identified in present early warning activities, thus, contributing to the ultimate goal of achieving sustainable development. The discussions aimed at defining attainable targets, a realistic time frame, appropriate means, dedicated partners and existing frameworks to support their implementation. A background paper based on the conclusions, guidelines, recommendations, strategies and plans of action produced during the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR), served as a guide for the elaboration of recommendations for action to feed into the WSSD preparatory process and beyond. The discussions during the meeting were structured around three themes, namely policy issues, technical issues and regional processes/community participation. Three drafting groups identified some of the most pressing issues to be dealt with, and suggested a course of action, taking into consideration major events foreseen in the next 5 years.
Promotion and Public Awareness 
68.
On the occasion of the UN Day open days exhibition for the general public on the theme of the volunteering organized by the United Nations Office in Geneva (UNOG) in October 2001, the ISDR Secretariat produced a special exhibit on the theme of volunteering in disaster reduction work, in conjunction with a Non-Governmental Organization in Turkey dealing with earthquake preparedness with local communities and with the Geology department of the University of Geneva. Information material was produced in English and French and an earthquake simulator was provided by Geneva University, which proved to be an interesting and attractive activity for the visitors. Photographs of the stall and material were published in the local press.

69.
As part of the 2001 World Disaster Reduction Campaign on the theme of “Countering Disasters, Reducing Vulnerability”, a risk mapping contest was organized, by the end of 2001, for two categories, local communities and children’s groups. Winners and second places were decided upon early this year, the first prize of the children’s category going to a secondary school in Nepal and the first prize for the local community group going to local community group in Myanmar. Second prizes went to Piura in Peru in the children’s category and to El Salvador for the local community category. The guidelines for the risk mapping contest were developed in conjunction with the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO).

70.
The 2002 World Disaster Reduction Campaign is being developed on the theme of “Disaster Reduction for Sustainable Mountain Development”, in conjunction with the International Year of Mountains. A campaign announcement was produced in all UN languages and distributed worldwide. As part of the campaign material, a poster, and an information brochure are in preparation, in line with other international promotional activities articulated around the International Year of Mountains, as coordinated by FAO. A children’s booklet on volcanoes has also been developed. Links between the disaster reduction community and mountain-related entities are being developed as part of the campaign.

 The ISDR Secretariat encourages participation in the Campaign through the organization of local activities. In addition, contributions relevant to the Campaign theme are sought and welcome and will be considered for publication as part of the information material currently in production. 
71. The selection process 2002 for the United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster
Reduction was launched in mid April 2002. Nominations booklets calling for outstanding candidatures in the field of disaster reduction have been distributed worldwide through the permanent missions in Geneva, the UN Resident Coordinators network, UN specialized agencies, relevant institutions and partners from the disaster reduction constituency and former Sasakawa Award laureates. The ISDR secretariat encourages relevant entities to submit nominations by 15 July 2002, closing date for nominations (details available on www.unisdr.org)
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� through UN General Assembly ResolutionsA/RES/54/219 and 56/195 on ISDR


� RADIUS is a methodology to develop appropriate earthquake disaster management plans and scenarios in earthquake prone areas worldwide. It was developed during the IDNDR period (1990-1999) and applied in 9 cases study cities.  


��� RADIUS is a methodology to develop appropriate earthquake disaster management plans and scenarios in earthquake prone areas worldwide. It was developed during the IDNDR period (1990-1999).  Additional work in this regard is being undertaken in the fields of flood management and other hazards of hydro-meteorological, geological or technological origin as well as on specific technological developments such as outer-space and remote sensing capacities that could facilitate disaster reduction.


1)including among other UNDP, UNEP, UN/Habitat, WMO, Inter-Agency Task Force members, regional consultations held in Costa Rica for the Americas and in New Delhi, India, for Asia as well as an expert meeting on gender perspectives and disaster mitigation, Working Group 4 of IATF on Wild Fire and an expert meeting on Early Warning and Sustainable Development organized by the German Committee for Disaster Reduction.
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