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Introduction:


The Report of the Secretary-General on the Implementation of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (A/60/180) was introduced, on 2 November 2005, to the Second Committee on Sustainable Development of the Sitieth UN General  Assembly (item 52) by the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Jan Egeland. The ISDR Report was presented along with other items of this agenda including Desertification, climate change, small island developing States, to name just a few.

Below are excerpts of the interventions by Member States of particular interest to the work of the ISDR system.

· … thanking the Secretary-General for the detailed reports presented for this debate [Switzerland]

· … supporting broadly the report’s recommendations; these should be upgraded, however, to take account of the decisions of political leaders as reflected in the 2005 World Summit Outcome document … [G-77]

· reference to the report’s chapter on vulnerability [Peru]

· lengthy quotes from the report included in the statement [Bangladesh]

Implementation of the Hyogo Framework

· The Hyogo Framework …represents an important step in the sphere of disaster reduction. We are now faced with the challenge of implementing this strategic framework at the local, national and international levels with a view to making a substantial reduction in the damage caused by natural disasters through promoting a culture of prevention. …. Switzerland advocates an integrated approach to disaster reduction at the national or local levels. It is … necessary to assure the participation of all stakeholders and to take into account equally the mechanisms of prevention, emergency response and recovery. … We maintain that disaster reduction must be founded on recognised principles of good governance, such as participation, transparency and fairness. [Switzerland]

· … viewing favourably the Secretary-General’s proposals for strengthening the system to backstop the coherent implementation of the Hyogo Framework … [G-77]

· The challenge ahead is to transform this commitment into action in developing countries where it is needed most. We must do more to reduce the burden of disasters on the poor and most vulnerable. [EU]

· The Hyogo Framework … adopted at the WCDR … provides us with a set of priorities for the coming decade, and we should all align our activities with it. It is encouraging to see that many countries have already done so and that promising advances have been made thus far. …. Japan is contributing to the implementation of the Framework [for example through] the International Recovery Platform, which was established … through the initiative of UNDP, OCHA, the ISDR, and the ILO. … Japan has been supporting this endeavour by setting up an IRP office for knowledge management in Kobe in collaboration with the Asian Disaster Reduction Center. [Japan]

· The Hyogo Framework … tailors a comprehensive blueprint for strategic and systematic approach to reduce vulnerabilities and risks to hazards….. The need for developing regional initiatives in risk reduction is … asserted in the Framework. … The Government has brought a paradigm shift in disaster management from conventional response and relief approach to a more comprehensive risk reduction culture. The objective is to  reduce the vulnerability of people to a manageable and acceptable humanitarian level. … Our Comprehensive Disaster Management Programme is the vehicle to conduct disaster management reform. … Bangladesh is one of the first countries that instituted a national platform to guide risk reduction efforts.  [Bangladesh]

· The GUAM States welcome the adoption of the Hyogo Framework … and consider it to be a milestone agreement, setting a comprehensive disaster reduction agenda and strategic directions for the implementation process. … We attach paramount importance to the leadership of the UN system in support of the Hyogo Framework … [GUAM States]

· … we consider of special urgency the prompt execution of the priority action agreed on [in] the Hyogo Framework … to properly identify the disaster risks related to climate, to create specific tasks for reducing risks, that must include actions in the mitigation as well as in the adaptation field. [Peru]

· We strongly support the Hyogo Declaration and its Framework … . … my delegation welcomes the recently established African Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction … and calls for its support through provision of adequate resources.   Kenya joins the international community in supporting efforts aimed at strengthening disaster prevention, preparedness … [Kenya]

· The IFRC fully supports the outcomes and the international commitment …, as agreed in the Hyogo Framework … [IFRC]

· ASEAN welcomes the recommendation of the Secretary-General in document … to strengthen regional mechanisms for collaboration and networking in support of national and local efforts to reduce disaster risk … and a multi-donor trust fund for the region (including for early warning). [ASEAN]

· … the current solutions, bureaucratic methodologies, policy frameworks and government-to-government aid are not adequate and sustainable to address the underlying problems. [Malaysia]

Matrix of commitments and initiatives

· … awaiting the matrix of commitments and initiatives … [G-77]

Provision of resources for follow-up

· The EU is exploring options for achieving better global financing for disaster risk reduction … . The EU is committed to contributing to an increased international effort in disaster risk reduction … [EU]

· Building global partnership and collaboration with increased provision of resources and technology transfer to developing countries, particularly the LDCs, is imperative. [Bangladesh]

· … we must recognize that [the] majority of developing countries lack the capacity as well as the financial resources needed to minimize the impact of the disaster on the local population. [Malaysia]

ISDR system

· The IFRC is an active participant in the ISDR, …, examining and implementing programmes around these issues. … Our contribution to ISDR is through increased preparedness, response activities, small-scale mitigation, education, advocacy and partnerships. [IFRC]

Reform
·  … supporting the planned reform of the UN ISDR and the UN’s capacity to support developing country governments in this agenda … [EU]

· … Switzerland supports the implementation of measures proposed by the Secretary-General in his report on implementing the ISDR, notably the strengthening of the Strategy as a system. [Switzerland]

UN system coordination/development assistance perspective

· … welcoming the enhanced coordination within the UN system on the thematic areas and the effort towards multi-hazard response … [G-77]

· The UN could play a useful role in compiling best practices in different parts of the world to assist affected member states in disaster preparedness building. [Sri Lanka]

· Disasters are not only a humanitarian but also a development concern and the vital task of saving lives must start earlier. … partnerships … must be linked to development plans and take the form of emergency and post emergency relief … [IFRC]

· … disaster risk reduction considerations should be an essential part of development strategies and relevant initiatives should be built on the development needs and initiatives generated at the local level. … valuing the ongoing efforts towards strengthening organization-wide coordination initiatives … . … looking forward to the results of the UNDG work towards strengthening UN country teams in developing countries and countries with economies in transition. [GUAM States]

International Financial Institutions

· The international financial institutions are specifically called upon to integrate the goals of the Hyogo Framework into their own strategies and to cooperate within existing coordination mechanisms such as UNDG. [G-77]

· … looking to work with the World Bank, regional Development Banks and developing country governments on analysis of how disaster risk issues might be better incorporated into the Poverty Reduction Strategy process … [EU]

· We have … mainstreamed disaster reduction strategies into our PRSP. [Bangladesh]

Early warning system

· … supporting the Secretary-General’s proposal for the UN to take a leadership role in developing comprehensive global capacities for systematic, people-centred early warning systems covering all hazards and countries and communities … . … appreciating the quick response of the international community to develop an early warning system for tsunamis in the Indian Ocean; considering, however, that this is an opportunity for the creation of a Global Tsunami or Multiple Hazard Early Warning System(s) … . The 3rd International Conference on Early Warning needs to be seen against the background of resources required to create a fully-fledged multi-hazard early warning system and the expressed determination of leaders to address the issue and the loss of lives, the economic losses and the cost of emergency relief and reconstruction. [G-77]

· We fully support establishment of a worldwide early warning system for all natural hazards, as called for by the UN Summit in September, and look forward in this regard to the 3rd International Conference on Early Warning … [EU]

· The international debate and action to develop early warning systems in the aftermath of the Indian Ocean Tsunami is welcome, as it increases public awareness of the importance of disaster preparedness. Even so, to focus only on satellite technology and telecommunications could overshadow the key to successful disaster preparedness – the people living in high risk areas themselves. … Early warning support requires a combination of ‘bottom-up’ and ‘top-down’ approaches. … Warning systems cannot be fully effective unless supported by joint messaging by trusted partners including government, scientific, academic and aid agencies. [IFRC]

· Japan has … been supporting the speedy establishment of a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean … [and] will continue to provide tsunami watch information … on request to Indian Ocean countries until the system becomes fully operational. [Japan]

· Agreement on developing [a] global early warning system is a significant achievement of the WCDR. … We are encouraged to learn that progress is being made in developing an early warning system for tsunamis in the Indian Ocean region. … Disaster-prone countries must have access to early warning information in an unrestrictive and timely manner for their immediate and effective utilization and diffusion. … A state-of-the-art disaster warning system at the Bay of Bengal is necessary to protect the vast vulnerable population of the region. We hope that international cooperation will be forthcoming to establish such a centre. [Bangladesh]

· In view of the seemingly increasing frequency of occurrence of natural disasters, initiatives for setting up global early warning systems incorporating regional and sub-regional systems should receive higher priority and there should be greater international effort. It is important that international effort is directed towards supporting national efforts to build and strengthen national capacity and also regional capacity. [Sri Lanka]

Climate Change Convention

· … the coordination between the Secretariat of … ISDR and of the Climatic Change Convention will continue being promoted. [Peru]
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� (i) EU statement on behalf of the European Union, Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey, Croatia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro, Liechtenstein, Ukraine and Moldova;


(ii) G-77 statement on behalf of the Group of 77 and China; and


(iii) GUAM States’ statement on behalf of Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine
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