[image: image2.wmf]ISDR

International Strategy

for Disaster Reduction

 IATF/DR-11/inf4
[image: image3.wmf]World Conference on 

Disaster Reduction

18-22 January 2005, Kobe, Hyogo, Japan





Table of content

I
x
Introduction

II
x
Overview of recent disasters

III
x
Key achievements for the October 2004 – May 2005

A summary

IV
x
The World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR)

V
x
ISDR Partners Inform

VI
x
ISDR Secretariat Informs

VII
x
The Way Forward

ANNEXES 
x
I
Introduction

For many, the Indian Ocean tsunami of 26 December 2004 was a stark reminder of the importance of risk management and disaster prevention. This tragedy helped to raise awareness of disasters in general and of the factors causing them. It also brought recognition to what should and could be done to prevent hazards turning into disasters of such magnitude. It gave additional relevance to the work of the World Conference on Disaster Reduction that took place shortly after, in Kobe, Hyogo (Japan), from 18 to 22 January 2005. The action plan agreed by Governments and participants during the Conference, the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters (HFA) indeed gained greater relevance. The HFA carries a strong commitment and ownership of Governments and regional, international and non-governmental organizations. It is now critical to invest in the momentum gathered by the WCDR and the Indian Ocean tsunami disaster: disaster risk reduction and its long-term economic and social benefits have to become part of the international community’s political and financial commitments for development. The expectations raised in the Hyogo Declaration and the Framework for Action should now be translated into practical measures and tangible activities. 

The integration of disaster reduction strategies into development policies concerns a broad range of social, economic and environmental issues. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) - sustainable development, poverty reduction and environmental protection - cannot be met without proper consideration of natural hazards and risk management. 

This Note is to report on progress and record achievements in the implementation of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, through its main mechanisms: the Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction, and its ISDR secretariat. An account of responses by some Task Force members to the HFA is also included. 

II
Overview of recent disasters

A Global Overview of the Impact of Large Scale Disasters: 
October 2004 to May 2005

Since November 2004, natural disasters have left a tragic toll of over 300,000 deaths and approximately 13 million people adversely affected.  The unprecedented impact of the tsunami triggered by an earthquake in the Indian Ocean on 26 December 2004 dominates disaster statistics for this period. 

In one single country, Indonesia, the estimated death toll from this event is upwards of 200,000.  Sri Lanka, India, Thailand, Myanmar and the Maldives were also heavily affected by the tsunami waves generated by the earthquake off the coast of Sumatra. 

The month before this tragedy, floods and landslides associated with the activities of typhoon Muifa and tropical storm Winnie had caused 1,779 deaths and affected 1.7 million people in the Philippines and in Vietnam. 

In January 2005, cyclone Ernest left 80 people dead and over 5,000 affected in Madagascar, while a cold wave caused 100 deaths in Afghanistan. 

Landslides in Indonesia killed 143 people in February; avalanches in India accounted for 250 deaths and affected over 5,000 people, and an earthquake affected the Zarand region in the Iranian province of Kerman, causing 490 deaths and affecting 40,000. Pakistan suffered severe floods also in February 2005 that affected 7 million people and killed 520. 

On 28 March, only three months after December’s tsunami, another massive earthquake took place on the island of Nias, Indonesia, killing hundreds of people and causing considerable destruction of infrastructure. 

More recently, on 23 April, devastating floods submerged parts of Ethiopia causing more than 100 deaths and affecting approximately 105,000 people who lost houses and property. In the past five months, the average death toll per year associated to natural disasters (based on the period 1994-2003) has grown fourfold mostly due to the devastating impact of the Indian Ocean tsunami of December 2004.  

Data sources: EM-DAT OFDA/CRED International Database, Brussels, Belgium; OCHA-Relief Web


Special note on Tsunami and ISDR Platform for the 
Promotion of Early Warning (ISDR/PPEW)

An earthquake of magnitude 9.0, with its epicentre close to the northwest coast of Sumatra, triggered a major tsunami on 26 December 2005, causing over 250,000 deaths and leaving millions of people homeless. The travel time of the tsunami waves would have allowed enough time for warnings for distant countries, but no tsunami early warning systems were in place. International centres recorded the major earthquake within minutes and foresaw the likelihood of a tsunami, but only limited contact could be made with the appropriate authorities in the countries at risk. Even where the signs of a coming tsunami were present, many people were unprepared and failed to take steps to escape and protect themselves.

This was an extreme failure in early warning, with serious failures in all four of the elements of effective early warning systems (knowledge of the risks faced; technical monitoring and warning service; dissemination of warnings and preparedness information; and public awareness and preparedness to act). National and international leaders immediately called for action to implement a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean, as part of an overall effort to reduce disaster risk from all causes.

The United Nations Flash Appeal for the tsunami, issued on 6 January 2005, included a US$ 8 million proposal submitted by the ISDR Platform for the Promotion of Early Warning (ISDR/PPEW) “Evaluation and Strengthening of Early Warning Systems in Countries Affected by the 26 December 2004 Tsunami” (Flash Appeal project TSU-REG-05/CS06-REGION). Based on information from tsunami experts in UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) and from others expert in disaster risk preparedness and development, the proposal aims to secure public confidence in their security against further tsunami in the Indian Ocean, by supporting the coordination and planning needed to develop tsunami early warning capacities and by rapidly boosting necessary awareness and capacities by public authorities in the region. It has attracted strong interest from donors, including Japan (US$4 m.), Sweden (US$1.4 m.) and Norway (US$1.4 m.) and pledges from the European Commission (US$2.6 m.), Finland (US$1.3 m.) and Germany (US$390,000) – approximate figures – amounting to a total of about US$11 million. Discussions are being undertaken with other potential donors. As of 30 April 2005 approximately US$ 6.8 m. had been received for the project. With the remaining pledges, an overall budget of US$ 11.25 m. is being used as a basis for work. Further contributions will be welcomed and used to extend the project in areas of priority need.

Through this project ISDR/PPEW is working closely with UNESCO-IOC and other UN organizations such as the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations University (UNU), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN-ESCAP), OCHA and regional partners such as the Asian Disaster Reduction Centre (ADRC) and the Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre (ADPC). More than half of the funds will be used to support essential activities of other organization's activities, especially to ensure concerted and coordinated action by United Nations organizations in support of Governments of affected countries. The project will link the tsunami early warning system to other disaster risk management policies and institutions, such as national platforms for disaster risk reduction and risk management, and seeking synergies with other hazard early warning systems.

Further projects and funding will be required to support countries of the region to build a fully effective tsunami early warning system over the next two years, both for establishing the core system for monitoring, analysis and warning, and for developing ongoing public communications and preparedness activities.

III
Key achievements for the October 2004 – May 2005

A summary
A policy milestone- the World Conference on Disaster Reduction and the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015

With a large number of participating Governments, UN agencies, international organizations and civil society organizations, the WCDR succeeded in placing disaster risk reduction at the centre of national, regional and global political agendas. The tragedy in the Indian Ocean intensified the Conference participants’ own obligations to define clear plans for future progress. This was expressed in the Hyogo Declaration and the Hyogo Framework for Action for 2005-2015. In a single framework, the HFA presents an expected outcome, three strategic goals for disaster risk reduction (DRR), together with a clear path of priorities and main activities to guide stakeholders to reach the expected outcome during the coming ten years. The HFA represents an agenda in progress, building on the guidance set by the Yokohama Strategy in 1994. The Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction, in its eleventh session 24-26 May 2005, will develop elements for road map for the implementation of the HFA, prepared by the ISDR secretariat in consultation with many agencies and stakeholders. It includes elements for mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into development frameworks and guiding principles for national platforms, a matrix of roles and initiatives in support of the HFA, and a process to define indicators to ensure that it becomes an integral part of actions, strategies and programmes for a broad range of stakeholders. 

Promotion of partnerships to implement the Hyogo Framework for Action
Thematic sessions and public forum events at the WCDR provided significant opportunity and momentum for partners to discuss plans and activities in disaster reduction. Important policy discussions were held with and among Governments, International Financial Institutions, UN-agencies, NGOs and scientific and academic experts. After the WCDR, plans and partnerships were further enhanced and translated into concrete action to implement the Hyogo Framework for Action at international, regional, national and community levels. A selection of concrete activities is shown below (see Partnerships). The launching of the International Recovery Platform during an international seminar on recovery held in Kobe, 11-13 May 2005, constitutes an important achievement.


Platform for the Promotion of Early Warning

The ISDR Platform for the Promotion of Early Warning (ISDR/PPEW) played an important role after the Indian Ocean tsunami in assembling a proposal for OCHA’s Flash Appeal, designed to develop a comprehensive tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean region. The project aims at securing public confidence in their security against further tsunami in the Indian Ocean, by supporting the coordination and planning needed to develop tsunami early warning capacities and by boosting necessary awareness and capacities by public authorities in the region. Through this project ISDR/PPEW works closely with other UN organizations (see above, II).
IV


The World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR)
The World Conference on Disaster Reduction was convened by resolution 58/214 of 23 December 2003 of the United Nations General Assembly. The Conference took place from 18 to 22 January 2005 in Kobe, Hyogo (Japan); it was designed to foster specialized discussions and produce concrete results in the areas of disaster risk reduction. It brought together Governments, at ministerial and senior official level, international organizations, NGOs, experts and academics from around the world, to take stock of progress since the Yokohama Conference in 1994 and to draw a plan of action for the next decade. Some 4,000 participants from 168 States, 78 observer organizations, 161 non-governmental organizations, 154 media organizations represented by 562 journalists attended the Conference. Substantive discussions took place around three high level round tables, and in 46 sessions focused on five thematic clusters. With approximately 40,000 visitors and participants, the Public Forum offered a platform for exchange of information with the public; it hosted 66 workshops, 82 poster sessions and 189 organizations held exhibition booths.

The preparatory process was initiated early in 2004, with the convening of a Preparatory Committee, led by a Bureau representing all regional groups. The Committee met twice, in sessions held in Geneva on 6-7 May 2004 and 11-12 October 2004; the Bureau was composed of representatives from regional groups: Ecuador (Chair), Germany, Islamic Republic of Iran (Rapporteur), Morocco, Russian Federation, and Japan as ex-officio member in its capacity as host country for the Conference. A special conference unit was created in the inter-agency secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction. At its second session, the Preparatory Committee established a Drafting Committee in Geneva (which became the Main Committee in Kobe), whose main task was to oversee the issuance of the Review of the Yokohama Strategy and Plan of Action for a Safer World, and to produce the two main outcome documents of the Conference, namely what was eventually adopted by the Conference as the ‘Hyogo Declaration’ and the ‘Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters’. Organizations, agencies and experts were associated to this work.

The Conference took place only three weeks after the tsunami tragedy of 26 December 2004 that drew the world’s attention to the importance of prevention. This disaster of dramatic proportions reminded Governments and communities of their vulnerability and of the importance of acting to reduce disaster risk wherever people are exposed to hazards. The Conference in Kobe assumed a significance that few had predicted only weeks before. The tsunami underlined the need for countries to work together before a disaster strikes. 

The WCDR was a watershed event that succeeded in placing disaster risk reduction at the centre of national, regional and global political agendas. It revealed the immense wealth of knowledge and practical abilities that exist about disaster risk reduction – which are not necessarily being applied, as they should. The WCDR was a call for political will to translate words into action by applying available human and technical resources to the reality of disaster-prone countries and regions around the world. The tragedy in the Indian Ocean intensified the Conference participants’ own obligations to define clear plans for future progress. This was expressed in the Hyogo Declaration and the Hyogo Framework for Action for 2005-2015.


Elements for a road map for the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action


The Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 (HFA) outlines a set of individual and collective responsibilities of the key parties responsible for the implementation and follow-up process: States, with civil society; regional organizations and institutions, international organizations, including UN system and IFIs, and the ISDR mechanisms, the Inter-Agency Task Force and the secretariat, which will assist with coordination, facilitation among stakeholders, advocacy and resource mobilization, information sharing and reporting. 

Since the adoption of the HFA, the ISDR secretariat together with agencies and some national platforms, has engaged in the facilitation of its implementation. Activities include: 


· Development of a matrix as a “living tool” to identify existing institutional roles and tasks to assist and support the implementation of the HFA, initiatives, programmes and resources against the range of priority areas and key activities outlined in the Framework; 

· Consultations for a process to develop generic indicators to guide and report on the implementation of the HFA; 

· Development of guidelines and strategies to facilitate the integration of disaster risk reduction (DRR) into plans and programmes for sustainable development; in the Common Country Assessments and United Nations Development Assistance Frameworks (CCA/UNDAF); in National Platforms guiding principles and in Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs);

· Strengthening the link between DRR and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) including preparation of information for the web and launching of an on-line dialogue; 

· Development of awareness material explaining the HFA, its links with sustainable development, its role in meeting the MDGs (DMTP training impact, ISDR secretariat HFA power-point presentation package, ISDR secretariat support publications); 

· Review of the role of the ISDR system, in particular the Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction and the related roles and modalities of the ISDR system to “support” the implementation of the HFA; putting the HFA on the agenda of the main global development reports.

The ISDR is consulting with partners to develop the elements of this road map that will be discussed at the eleventh session of the IATF/DR, concluding with an action plan for the ISDR system.


V
ISDR Partners Inform

A selection of commitments to support the implementation of the 
Hyogo Framework for Action

The HFA calls for actions by all stakeholders in disaster reduction to achieve the goals and priorities adopted at the WCDR. A selection of examples of such actions engaged by ISDR partner organizations to implement the HFA is presented below. 


Asia Disaster Preparedness Centre (Bangkok)
ADPC is committed to play its role as a regional organization to support the implementation of the HFA. The Regional Consultative Committee on Disaster Management (RCC) has programmes to mainstream disaster reduction into development. The following plans arose from decisions of its Board of Trustees at its 5th meeting (5 April 2005), as well as from expectations expressed by the member countries of the ADPC Regional Consultative Committee on Disaster Management and discussions at the 5th RCC meeting (Hanoi, 18-20 May 2005). 

· ADPC will provide support to countries of the region in planning and implementing the HFA. This would involve convening national workshops of all stakeholders, especially Government departments, scientific and technical institutions, NGOs, UN Agencies, donors and the private sector, especially those who have an active interest in disaster management. Such workshops would identify current national actions being taken by stakeholders in each country, identify most urgent priorities in HFA and set consensual goals on closing gaps in these priority areas. Harmonization of these priorities with ongoing programmes and projects, and establishing a task force to meet periodically to review progress would also be expected outcomes.

· Based on the concept of national platforms in the HFA and other ISDR documents, ADPC provides support to countries that take steps to set up national platforms. In other cases, where platforms or committees exist, support would be given to making their proceedings more result oriented. Here, ADPC would work with UNDP country offices as leader of the UN system country teams, ISDR Regional Advisers, UNDP BCPR regional advisors and other interested bodies.

· Joining with other regional agencies and regional offices of UN Agencies, ADPC will contribute to developing a system of structured cooperation and technical assistance to countries of the region on HFA implementation as well a system of monitoring progress and creating platforms for sharing of lessons learned.


Asian Disaster Reduction Centre (Kobe)

In order to contribute to the implementation of HFA, ADRC will continue to promote training, research and national coordination capacities among it member countries in Asia within its Total Disaster Risk Management programme.

ADRC will also provide resources, both human and financial, in support of the International Recovery Platform in Kobe, in an office hosted by the Hyogo Prefecture. ADRC's contribution will mainly be focusing on lessons-learnt and information management component within the Platform.

South Pacific  - SOPAC (Suva, Fiji)
The South Pacific Applied Geosciences Commission (SOPAC) hosted a Pacific Regional Stakeholders Consultation Meeting in Suva on 4 May 2005 as part of preparation for the 12th Pacific Regional Disaster Management Meeting to be held in Madang, Papua New Guinea, 6-8 June 2005. The meeting will consider a draft regional Disaster Risk Reduction Framework for Action 2005-2015 reflecting the outcomes of the WCDR. 


WMO  
As part of its Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Strategy, WMO has developed a systematic implementation plan, of which strengthening and further development of "multi hazard Early Warning Systems for weather-, climate- and water-related hazards within a global framework" is a major area of focus.

UNDP
The Disaster Reduction Unit of the Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery of UNDP worked closely with the ISDR secretariat in the preparation of the WCDR and has seconded a senior staff member to the secretariat. Most of DRU/BCPR programme activities will be aligned to support programme countries in their implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action. 

These commitments include a global mainstreaming effort to integrate disaster risk reduction into development planning and programmes, including the work on CCA/UNDAF guidelines, training for programme staff and dialogues with development partners; and the support to the International Recovery Programme. UNDP has taken a lead together with Japan, ILO and the ISDR secretariat to define the elements for a work programme and inter-agency platform. UNDP also continues to develop information capacities to measure risk and will engage with the ProVention consortium and the ISDR system in this endeavour.

UNESCO

In its contribution to the implementation of the HFA, the purposes of UNESCO will be to promote a better understanding of the distribution in time and space of natural hazards such as earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, floods, tsunamis, to help set up reliable early warning systems, to encourage rational land use plans, to secure the adoption of suitable building designs, to protect educational buildings and cultural monuments, to strengthen environmental protection for the prevention of natural disasters, to enhance preparedness and public awareness through education and training, and to foster post-disaster investigation, recovery and rehabilitation notably for educational buildings and cultural sites. UNESCO will support educational programmes to raise public awareness, introduce disaster reduction into school curricula as well as provide technical advice on the hazard resistant construction of schools and the protection of cultural heritage.


UNESCO’s scientific and technical contribution to disaster reduction will be promoted under the Organization's natural hazards programmes and in programmes related to the earth, water, ecological and oceanographic sciences such as the International Hydrological Programme, the International Geosciences Programme, the Man and Biosphere Programme and the Programmes of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission.

UNESCO will focus its effort on the priority area ‘Knowledge, innovation and education - Building a culture of resilient communities’. In particular UNESCO will promote and implement the following initiatives: 

· A “Coalition on Education”, which will take the lead in integrating disaster reduction education into school programmes and in making school buildings safer, in the context of the United Nations Decade on Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2015); 

· Developing a tsunami early warning system for the Indian Ocean by 2006 and a global tsunami early warning system by 2007. UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) will be making use of the existing co-ordination mechanism for the Pacific Early Warning System it put in place in 1968;
· An international flood initiative involving UNESCO, WMO, the United Nations University, the ISDR and the International Association of Hydrological Sciences. The headquarters for the new project will be based at the International Centre for Water Hazard and Risk Management (ICHARM), a Centre under the auspices of UNESCO located at the Public Works Research Institute in Tsukuba, Japan;

· An open alliance to support earthquake risk reduction and disaster management planning in megacities;

· The promotion of the International Consortium and Programme on Landslides; 

· The preservation of cultural monuments and sites from disaster risk, including World Heritage sites.

United Nations University
Initiatives by the UNU-Institute for Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS, Bonn) are mainly related to Priority Actions 2 and 3 of the HFA through projects, publications and workshops, which includes following activities. 

· Development of indicators through testing of methods in case studies and workshops. 

· Programme STEP for education and training on disaster-risk reduction knowledge (Strengthening Tertiary Education Programmes in Disaster Risk Reduction). 

· Publications on information of disaster risk reduction in English, Spanish, and French. 

· Holding expert working group and workshops to promote networking among disaster experts. 

OCHA

Coordinated from its office in Geneva, OCHA will be engaging in the follow-up to the Hyogo Framework for Action in the following areas: 

· Support to strengthen response tools and capabilities, as well as coordination mechanisms, at the international and local level in collaboration with IASC members and national counterparts; 
· Support to strengthen disaster preparedness, including early warning capabilities, to prioritised disaster-prone countries, in collaboration with all relevant actors including, in particular, the UNCTs;
· Advocacy programme geared to highlighting disaster trends and promoting stronger investment in risk reduction initiatives including improved disaster preparedness and response capabilities;
· Support to help address early recovery and transition issues including, in particular, in terms of the International Recovery Platform, in collaboration with UN and other partners at the national and international level


United Nations Volunteers

UNV is initiating a couple of initiatives as follow-up of the HFA. These initiatives focus on priority action 1 of the HFA with a main element of community and volunteers participation in DRR planning and activities. 

UNV Tsunami Response Framework, developed in response to the Indian Ocean tsunami, seeks to strengthen the recovery/ reconstruction/ preparedness efforts of the national Governments through adequate utilisation of UN Volunteers and national volunteer resources. With key partners including UNDP/BCPR, UNDP Country Offices, and civil society groups in affected communities, this Framework also aims at capacity enhancement of the different actors involved in the recovery/reconstruction/preparedness activities through the deployment of UNVs with national Governments, UN agencies and Non-Governmental Agencies. Within this Framework, UNV proposes another initiative called National and Regional Programme Initiative to implement a regional initiative in the South-Asia region that promotes transfer and exchange of good practice as well as human resources (experts in DRR) within a South-South cooperation framework. 

UNV advocacy activities to mainstream the role of volunteers in disaster risk reduction are regular initiatives at the country and global level to highlight their role in DRR and the need to factor these resources in all DRR planning and policy-making. UNV is implementing this initiative with key partners such as IFRC, IAVE, VSO, CUSO, etc. 

UNITAR

UNITAR’s UNOSAT programme – Satellite Imagery For All- will focus on supporting implementation of priority for action 3 and 4 of the HFA. 

UNOSAT is a UN-led consortium including space agencies, specialized service providers and major research institutes that delivers services 24 hours a day 7 days a week, mainly through http://www.unosat.org.  Key partners are ESA, CNES, CERN, OCHA, UNHCR, UNEP, ISDR, UNDP, UNOPS, UNOOSA and UNESCO. UNOSAT has the following five clusters: 

· Provision of satellite imagery and processing (multi-source, global coverage);

· Rapid mapping for crisis response and sustainable recovery;

· Capacity building for risk monitoring, flood prevention and sustainable territory management;
· Information technology and telecommunications, including database, knowledge sharing, collaborative platforms, satellite emergency telecommunications, internet broadband and localisation systems;

· Training and technical support for UN agencies, response teams, local authorities and local communities.

Global Wildland Fire Network (GFMC, Freiburg)

Using the ISDR as an inter-agency platform for wildland fire disaster risk reduction, the Global Fire Monitoring Centre (GFMC) and Global Wildland Fire Network continue to strengthen the cooperation between agencies, programmes and conventions of the United Nations by sharing information, mutual support and harmonization of efforts related to wild land fire disaster risk reduction. There are many regional consultations held to strengthen the ISDR Regional Wildland Fire Networks and to support the development of an international accord/strategy on cooperation in the wildland fire management such as ASEAN Haze Technical Task Force Meeting (Hanoi, Viet Nam, 2004), Foundation meeting of the Regional Northeast Asia Wildland Fire Network (Seoul, South Korea, 2004) and follow-up meeting (Sendai, Japan, 17-18 January 2005), Regional Central Asia Wildland Fire Network / Regional Forest Congress «Forest Policy: Problems and Solutions» (Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, 2004), Regional Scientific and Technical Consultation on Wildland Fire Management in the Balkan Region/Regional Southeast Europe Wildland Fire Network Meeting (Ohrid, FYR of Macedonia, 4-5 April 2005), EASTEX FIRE 2005 (Eastern European, Near East and Central Asian States Exercise on Wildland Fire Information and Resources Exchange) within the Regional Southeast Europe Wildland Fire Network (Haskovo, Bulgaria, 20-22 April 2005).

At their first joint meeting, the ISDR Wildland Fire Advisory Group (WFAG) and the Global Wildland Fire Network (GWFN) (GFMC, Freiburg, Germany, 2004) prepared recommendations for the development of an International Accord on Cooperation in Wildland Fire Management. These recommendations were submitted to the WCDR, the FAO Ministerial Meeting on Forests and the 17th Meeting of the FAO Committee on Forestry (Rome, March 2005), and the Ministerial Segment at the 5th Session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) (New York, May 2005).

With the GFMC, the Global Wildland Fire Network is supporting the implementation of the HFA. Most important is the process of building and expanding synergies between the UN system and civil society through networking at various levels. Its main emphasis will be Priorities for Action 1 and 3 of the HFA. In particular, a focus will be the promotion on community participation (Action 1) and information management and exchange (Action3) that strengthen networks among disaster experts, managers and planners across sectors and between regions, and create or strengthen procedures for using available expertise when agencies and other important actors develop local risk reduction plans. In addition, in close collaboration with existing networks and platforms, it cooperates to support globally consistent data collection and forecasting on wildland fire and related hazards, vulnerabilities and risks and wildland fire disaster impacts at all scales. These initiatives should include the development of standards, the maintenance of databases, the development of indicators and indices, support to early warning systems, the full and open exchange of data and the use of in situ and remotely sensed observations.

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

Based on its basic mission“ to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilising the power of humanity” and believing that disasters undermine development by contributing to persistent poverty and that the poor are usually those hardest hit by disasters, the International Federation’s strategy, therefore, is to reduce disaster risk by responding to local vulnerability; it does this through its four core areas of work outlined in its ten year strategy, ‘Strategy 2010’:

1. Promotion of the Movement’s fundamental principles and humanitarian values;

2. Disaster response;

3. Disaster preparedness;

4. Health and care in the community.

At the Red Cross Movement’s 28th International Conference, national Red Cross and Red Crescent societies together with States adopted ‘The Agenda for Humanitarian Action’, that specifically “acknowledged the importance of disaster risk reduction and to undertake measures to minimise the impact of disasters on vulnerable populations” and made specific recommendations to the WCDR.

The International Federation, therefore, fully supports the outcomes of the WCDR and while it urges States to follow through on commitments made at the conference, it will continue to work through its 181 member national societies and in partnership with the UN, Governments, donors and civil society, to meet the objectives of the Hyogo Framework for Action. The following table provides an outline, together with some examples, of how the International Federation can help to achieve this.

	HFA Priorities for Action
	RC Movement Role
	Examples of recent/current initiatives

	Disaster risk reduction is a national & local priority with a strong institutional basis
	Advocate to include DRR in national development plans
	Cambodia – Poverty Reduction Strategy

	
	Advocate for, & play role in, national platforms
	Japanese RC, Kenyan RC-National Food Security Coordination

	
	Support community based initiatives/programmes through local RC network
	Rwanda – Community based food security project

	Identify, assess & monitor disaster risks & enhance early warning
	Contribute to monitoring disaster data locally & globally
	IFRC web-based DMIS (Disaster Management Information System)

	
	Assist in national level risk assessments
	Cooperation with UNDP for country risk assessments in post Tsunami context

	
	Implement hazard, vulnerability & capacity assessment (VCA) at local level
	Kazakhstan – short term winter assistance programme

	
	Facilitate local level multi-hazard early warning
	Bangladesh – Cyclone preparedness programme 

	Use knowledge, innovation & education to build culture of safety & resilience
	Support local level awareness raising through RC youth, schools & volunteers 
	Vietnam – School based flood awareness project

 

	
	Share good practice locally & globally
	World Disasters Report (IFRC)

	
	Engage in national, regional and global policy forums
	Red Cross co-supported conference on DRR & Climate Change

	
	Partner with UN, NGOs, Governments & civil society
	Mekong River Commission – flood referencing project

	Reduce the underlying risk factors
	Support non-structural small-scale risk reduction projects
	Vietnam – Mangrove (flood protection and livelihood diversification)

	Strengthen disaster preparedness for effective response at all levels
	Build preparedness for response capacity at local level with national, regional & global support
	From Local to Global Concept:

Jamaican Red Cross: Community Disaster response teams (CDRT) trained based on VCA process. These teams were linked to the RC Branch and National level response teams. CDRT information used to deploy FACT, International Coordination teams prior to hurricane Ivan.


Mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into development and environment – some donor activities in Asia

SIDA

Donors are gaining interest in mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into sustainable development and harmonizing humanitarian and development efforts- at least to initiate the internal dialogues. The Swedish International Development Aid (SIDA) demonstrates one concrete such expression. SIDA’s Regional Advisor for Humanitarian Assistance in Bangkok together with the Swedish Environmental Secretariat for Asia (SENSA) jointly organized a one-day seminar in April 2005 entitled “SIDA seminar on Environment and Disaster Risk Reduction”, with the ISDR secretariat and UNEP as facilitators. SIDA professionals and staff in the embassies in South Asian countries where SIDA has development cooperation programmes attended the workshop. It provided an opportunity to identify challenges and possibilities for capitalizing on the synergies between disaster risk reduction and sustainable development and natural resource management. This effort complements a series of seminars and internal reviews within SIDA on how disaster risk reduction can be better mainstreamed into its development work.

ECHO-DIPECHO

The ISDR secretariat has discussed with ECHO in Brussels and in Asia the mainstreaming of disaster risk reduction within existing frameworks of the EC and ECHO. ECHO sponsored a joint ECHO-ISDR good practice exhibit at the WCDR as part of this collaboration. ECHO also provides funding for the ISDR coordinated early warning and preparedness post-tsunami efforts in the Indian Ocean.

The DIPECHO regional consultative meeting for South East Asia held on 22 April 2005 in Bangkok was an opportunity to discuss DIPECHO initiatives in South East Asia. The meeting also provided for exchanges of views among partners in the region on difficulties encountered in developing a disaster risk reduction agenda and on enhancing collaboration to respond to the priorities identified in the HFA. Participants acknowledged the need for continued interaction, referring to the ISDR Asia Partnership (ADPC, ADRC, UNDP, UNESCAP, OCHA and ISDR secretariat) as a useful mechanism to facilitate such dialogue. Another workshop with NGOs was hosted in Indonesia by DIPECHO where disaster risk reduction options were discussed, as was the relevance of the HFA to introduce change. The ISDR secretariat contributed to the above events.

Partnerships launched at WCDR

Partnerships in the context of WCDR are specific commitments and initiatives by a number of institutions to contribute to, and reinforce the implementation of, disaster risk reduction goals and targets, building on existing or new partnerships.  Partners have been encouraged to launch and announce their partnerships and initiatives in the field of disaster risk reduction to support the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action.  The thematic sessions and the Public Forum at the WCDR provided opportunities to share views and collaborate further on concrete initiatives.  Some of the initiatives launched or announced at the WCDR are listed below. The list of on-going initiatives and partnerships in the context of the WCDR is updated on the ISDR website (www.unisdr.org/wcdr/partnership/partnership.htm). 

This is linked to the partnership mechanism created at the World Summit on Sustainable Development and coordinated by the Commission on Sustainable Development. The ISDR encourages partners to register such initiatives with the CSD Partnership, to utilize the CSD partnerships database to share information and participate in the CSD partnership activities. The ISDR Secretariat cooperates with the CSD Secretariat (UN/DESA) in promotion, dissemination, support and follow-up of new partnerships working in disaster management, vulnerability and other related areas. 



  

VI
ISDR Secretariat Informs

This section provides information on main activities conducted by the ISDR secretariat with its partners during the reporting period, which have not already been mentioned in the previous Information Notes. 

Policy and strategy coordination

In addition to the efforts related to supporting the substantive outcomes and follow-up to the World Conference Disaster Reduction referred to above, the following are additional initiatives:

Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction

In consultation with Task Force members, the secretariat has prepared a draft proposal for improved Modus Operandi of the Task Force that will be reviewed and adopted as a recommendation to the Secretary-General to be reflected in his report to the UN General Assembly. 

In the context of the IATF/DR, the secretariat has been engaged in supporting the working groups on Africa and Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction, including participation in the Vulnerability and Adaptation Resource Group (VARG) and attending meetings of the subsidiary bodies of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. The preparation for the international recovery platform is also being developed as part of the IATF/DR’s scope.

The Eleventh Session of the IATF/DR, 24-26 May, will produce important recommendations for the future of ISDR and elements for the follow-up to the World Conference on Disaster Reduction and the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015. The information will be available on the ISDR website.

Disaster reduction and Small Island Developing States 

The International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Mauritius, 10-14 January 2005, recognized small islands’ vulnerabilities and adopted a strategy to further implement the Barbados Programme of Action, referred to as Mauritius Strategy, and of a political declaration. The Mauritius Strategy called for, inter-alia:

· Strengthening the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction and related SIDS regional mechanisms and facilities to improve national disaster mitigation, preparedness and early-warning capacity, increase public awareness about disaster reduction, stimulate interdisciplinary and intersectoral partnerships, and the mainstreaming of risk management into the national planning process; and

· Using such opportunities as the 10-year review of the Yokohama Strategy on Natural Disaster Reduction and the WCDR programme outcome for 2005-2015, to consider the specific concerns of SIDS, including issues relating to insurance and reinsurance arrangements for SIDS.

Advocacy and awareness activities with partners

Media coverage of the World Conference on Disaster Reduction:  an opportunity to raise awareness on disaster reduction issues

Media was a main activity before and during the World Conference on Disaster Reduction. It attracted much attention to the Conference’s main issues and the process itself, and helped target audiences to better understand the meaning of disaster reduction. 

Media contributed to disseminate key ISDR messages to a large public and raise awareness in a variety of audiences: Governments, international organizations, NGOs, and the public at large. Through the media, the conference gave visibility and credibility to disaster reduction and contributed to the education and preparedness of people whose lives may be endangered or threatened by natural hazards.


Advocacy with National Platforms for disaster risk reduction

Most of the national platforms for DRR - now 27 officially designated and communicated to the ISDR secretariat- were very active during the preparatory process towards the WCDR and during the Conference itself. Some of the national platforms contributed substantially to the thematic segment of the WCDR. European national platforms, led by the German national platform DKKV, organized one session on national platforms under the Thematic Cluster 1 –Governance: Institutional and Legal Frameworks for DRR. Uganda’s national platform and DKKV also participated as panellists in the thematic panel of Cluster 1. Many other national platforms participated in the inter-governmental segment of the Conference as part of their national delegations.  

In the follow-up to the 2004 Africa Regional Strategy for DRR and the outcome of the WCDR, the ISDR Africa outreach office organized a “First Consultative Meeting on NPs for DRR in Africa”, that took place in Nairobi, in April 2005.  This was attended by representatives of national platforms in Africa (Comoros, Congo Brazzaville, Gabon, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar; Uganda, Zambia) and candidate countries (Chad, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal). In April 2005, the UN/ISDR secretariat and DKVV held a consultative meeting in Geneva to discuss future steps towards the establishment of a European regional platform, building on the existing networking activities amongst European national platforms. 

Advocacy with regional partners

The ISDR regional outreach programmes constitute extended branches of the ISDR secretariat, performing same functions at the regional level. They engage with regional and national partners to facilitate policy integration, advocacy and information sharing.  Many activities as WCDR follow-up to implement the HFA have been initiated together with regional partners in various regions. 

In addition, two Governments have approached the ISDR secretariat with proposals to spearhead “specialized regional collaborative centres to undertaken research, training and capacity building in the field of disaster risk reduction”, as recommended in the Hyogo Framework for Action. One is the Islamic Republic of Iran that is exploring the possibility of a specialized regional centre on earthquake mitigation. The other one is the People’s Republic of China, through its Ministry of Civil Affairs that is preparing for an International Drought Disaster Reduction Centre, within the framework of ISDR.

Africa 

ISDR Africa outreach programme continued to carry out its work through networking, cooperation and coordination with major stakeholders in Africa, on the basis of a catalytic approach. It undertook numerous targeted activities, resulting in substantive outputs, widened networks and extensive collaboration with and growing influence on key institutions in the region. The work-programme is conducted in the following six priority areas: 

1) Facilitating the creation of enabling environments

2) Increasing awareness of disaster risks

3) Encouraging consultations and promoting collaboration and coordination

4) Addressing gender concerns in disaster reduction 

5) Advocating the linkage between disaster reduction and poverty reduction

6) Facilitating Africa’s regional preparations for the January 2005 World Conference on Disaster Reduction.


Latin America and Caribbean (LAC)

Strong participation from the LAC region at the WCDR has generated many follow-up activities at the regional and national levels. Several countries, such as Costa Rica, Peru and Panama are currently planning post-WCDR workshops and activities in order to implement HFA at the national level. Countries are strengthening their national platforms or systems, such as Panama and Bolivia. Motivated by the Indian Ocean tsunami and the WCDR momentum, several sub-regional workshops on tsunami early warning, with various partnerships, have been held in LAC. 


Asia 


The ISDR secretariat will establish its regional outreach programme in Bangkok (operational from July 2005), working in close collaboration with Bangkok-based UNDP, OCHA, ESCAP, ADPC and other regional stakeholders to disseminate information and advocate disaster risk reduction and regional networking on the subject.  This outreach facility will complement and work with ISDR outreach post for Central Asia hosted by UNDP in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, and the Kobe based International Recovery Platform. The ISDR Asian programme’s main purpose is to strengthen the ISDR Asia partnership, facilitate collaboration among stakeholders and assist Governments to develop their national platforms and strategies in support of the HFA.

Information management

Information clearing house function

The ISDR secretariat's role as information hub and clearing house was reiterated during the WCDR: to develop and maintain a global information platform on disaster risk reduction including a web-based register “portfolio” on programmes and initiatives implemented by States and through regional and international partners.   In this regard, the ISDR secretariat has continued to strengthen its capacities and skills to identify, collect, organize and disseminate relevant information on DRR with a view to create an inter-agency information clearinghouse jointly with key partners.

ISDR website

The ISDR website development has continued to progress as a frequently used tool (including WCDR site). A full account of the activities, reports and contributions at the WCDR is available, including all the official documentation. The WCDR report is now available in all official UN languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish). The website has the following new features and updated sections. 

· Disaster Statistics section presents a set of selected statistics on disaster occurrence and their impact for the period 1994-2003, including tables, graphics and maps based on data available at the OFDA/CRED International Disasters Database (EM-DAT).
www.unisdr.org/disaster-statistics/introduction.htm.

· Tsunami section on the PPEW website, contains a concise summary of information on tsunamis and links to other tsunami expert websites. At the moment, the main focus of tsunami early warning activities is on the Indian Ocean region but the site will also highlight endeavours in other tsunami-prone regions of the world.
www.unisdr.org/ppew/tsunami/ppew-tsunami.htm.
· WCDR website has been updated with the preparatory process, the documents of the every thematic session made during the conference and public forum informs, as well the UN official documents in six UN official languages. Total number of monthly hits exceeded 3 million in January, the month of the WCDR. www.unisdr.org/wcdr
· Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 Building the Resilience on National and Communities to Disaster is a new section including the document and a summary graphic with the outcome, strategic goals and priorities for action 2005-2015 and implementation and follow-up. www.unisdr.org/eng/hfa/hfa.htm.

· Millennium development goals and disaster risk reduction is a new section showing the link between these with a review of the 8 MDG’s relevance to disaster risk reduction as well the national reports presented for the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, which includes examples of the DRR practices relevant to specific MDGs.
www.unisdr.org/eng/mdgs-drr/link-mdg-drr.htm
Total hits per month 2004-2005
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Library on disaster risk reduction

The General Assembly endorsed in January 2003, the new United Nations Steering Committee for the Modernization and Integrated Management of UN Libraries (A/AC.198/2003/5, A/RES/57/300). One of its achievements is the compilation of an official directory on information on UN libraries around the world, which includes the ISDR library on disaster risk reduction. The new philosophy “from collections to connections” and the new Committee will encourage collaboration and expertise sharing between UN libraries. The ISDR is collaborating with the library of the UN Office at Geneva, which will host part of the ISDR collection in its premises. 

Partnerships for application

Please also refer to the section on regional advocacy with regional partners 

Progress on International Early Warning Programme (IEWP)

The establishment of this programme was a key recommendation of the Second International Conference on Early Warning held in Bonn, October 2003.


Disaster Risk Reduction and Environmental Management

A partnership between UNEP and ISDR was discussed at the WCDR. Broadly, this partnership will ensure that environmental management concerns are reflected in the follow-up to the Conference, to increase the integration of risk reduction in environmental policy with a view to strengthen the resilience of ecosystems in an effort to preserve natural buffering functions and to reduce the likelihood of new hazards associated with environmental degradation. The proposed programme will aim to initiate dialogue between communities and to establish the foundation for collaboration through demonstration projects and pilot initiatives in some of the most vulnerable regions of the world. 

Climate change adaptation and disaster risk

The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) secretariat developed a compendium on impacts, vulnerability and adaptation methods. The ISDR secretariat assisted the work and made a presentation at the 10th Conference of the Parties (COP-10) on “Experience in collecting information on methods and tools in ISDR” in December 2004.  A special side event entitled: “Disaster reduction and climate change: Opportunities for synergy” was organized jointly with ISDR, IFRC, UNEP and the World Bank. The event provided an opportunity to exchange views on recent initiatives to strengthen the linkages between climate change adaptation, disaster risk reduction and development initiatives. It also allowed for a discussion on the relevance of climate change at the WCDR.

The ISDR secretariat, in collaboration with the IFRC and UNDP has also produced an edition of the DR+CC Infolink newsletter. As well as contributing through the WG of the IATF on Climate Change and Disaster Reduction to the efforts within the Vulnerability and Adaptation Resource Group (VARG) to produce a Policy Paper on this area of work.


Water

The second preparatory meeting for the International Flood Initiative/Programme (IFI/P) was held at University of Western Ontario on 10-11 December 2004.  The objective of the meeting was to revise the draft concept paper and to make action plan.  IFI/P will focus on four main areas: vulnerability, flood risk management, governance and participation, and people-centred early warning and emergency management.

Drought 

The idea of an UNDP-ISDR network on the relationship between drought, risk and development, particularly in Africa, originated in an Inter-Agency Working Group on Drought meeting in Geneva in 2003.  One recommendation was that such a network be animated by UNDP (particularly the Drylands Development Centre) and ISDR, in the context of a set of regional drought networks.  Although this would not be the only drought network in Africa, some problems were identified in the current networking landscape on drought in Africa: they tend to be sub-regional, they are divided by language and they tend to be dominated by a fairly narrow, meteorological definition of drought. 
Public-private partnerships

The ISDR secretariat has engaged in private-public partnerships in the area of advocacy and information. Increasing partnerships with the sector is one of the areas where the ISDR makes further efforts to reach out to new constituencies. The HFA has recognized that Corporate Sector is a major stakeholder in every effort at disaster mitigation as disasters devastate the economies of the affected nations. 


Resources/financial situation

New or additional contributions to the Trust Fund for Disaster Reduction (ISDR Trust Fund) have been received since October 2004 from the Governments of Finland, Germany, Japan, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom, in addition to a private sector contribution. The UK continued to be ISDR’s major donor in 2004-2005, followed by Germany, Sweden, Switzerland, Japan, Norway, the United States, Canada, Finland, South Africa, Cyprus and the Philippines (see annex 3 for contribution list).  New non-traditional donors have joined the supporters of the ISDR Trust Fund: the Governments of the People’s Republic of China and of Madagascar have made pledges with particular focus on supporting the regional outreach activities in Africa. 

The ISDR secretariat was also engaged in the 2005 Flash Appeal for the Tsunami, early warning and preparedness actions in the region (see above, tsunami). The overwhelming response has added resources to the ISDR secretariat, but these are managed separately in a separate programme fund.

During this transitional period following the WCDR, it is important to meet financial requirements as the lack of funding provides little security and capacity to plan and carry out follow-up arrangements to WCDR.  The requirements for 2006 and 2007 are currently being estimated; they will however, depend on adjustments to be made as a follow up to the recommendations of the ISDR evaluation. 

To date, 62 per cent of the 2004-2005 funding requirements have been met, based on the fundraising document “An Open Opportunity to Reduce Disaster Impacts” (2004). A total of US$ 7.8 million has been received  (US$ 5.3 million in 2004 and US$ 2.5 million in 2005) against the overall requirements of US$ 12.5 million (biennium budget of US$ 9.6 million plus additional needs of US$ 2.9 million). Consequently, 2005 total funding requirements are only partly covered, with a shortfall yet to cover of US$ 4.7 million. 

ISDR is seeking ways to address the challenge of obtaining stable and predictable income for the secretariat, possibly through multi-year funding arrangements, including possible UN Regular Budget funding, and a small unit to focus on donor relations and resource mobilization is being developed to that effect. 

WCDR funding

As far as the WCDR is concerned, the Government of Japan covered a substantive part of the costs of the Conference (US$ 2.5 million), including a portion for the ISDR secretariat as well as funding for two staff members for the conference unit in the ISDR secretariat. The Government of Switzerland funded the cost of the conference coordinator, as well as public information activities, together with UK/DFID. France also contributed to secretariat support for the WCDR. A fund raising drive was led also to finance the cost of participation of delegates from developing countries to the second session of the Preparatory Committee and to the Conference itself. Against an overall requirement of US$ 1.8 million, the total amount raised for this activity amounted to US$ 1.3 million (of which US$ 976,000 was spent in travel and subsistence for delegates; the utilization of the remainder is being reviewed with donors). Contributions came from Austria, Canada, Finland, France, Ireland, Norway, Sweden, the United Kingdom and USA. Additionally, Germany and Australia provided direct bilateral and regional support to delegates from developing countries to participate in the Conference, and the Russian Federation offered seats on a specially chartered EMERCOM flight (Federal Ministry of Emergency Situations) from Moscow to Osaka and return. The European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid Office, ECHO, funded activities under the action entitled "Sharing of good practices and promotion of community preparedness concepts".

VII
The Way Forward

An ongoing external evaluation of the ISDR secretariat is expected to provide recommendations on how to strengthen and improve the ISDR system and the secretariat. The results are expected to be ready by mid-June 2005.

The Eleventh session of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction (IATF/DR) will be held on 24-26 May. This session will also discuss and make recommendations on improvements to the Modus Operandi of the Task Force within the ISDR system, and the commitment by its members to engage in the implementation of the HFA. The Task Force will define elements for a roadmap for implementation of the HFA, which will serve as the backbone for the future work-programme of all the key stakeholders involved in ISDR. 

At the time of drafting this Information Note, the strategic priorities facing the ISDR Task Force and secretariat in the coming months, responding mainly to the requirements set out in the HFA, are the following:

Policy facilitation:

1. Promote increased commitment by Governments to engage in the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction and to implement the HFA, through increased investments in disaster risk reduction and development of national platforms, with support from regional and sub-regional platforms for disaster reduction (LAC, Asia, Africa, Europe)
2. Promote and facilitate ownership of the ISDR system and the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 by UN, regional and civil society organizations, partners in the IATF/DR and other relevant stakeholders.  

3. Further develop the elements of the roadmap for implementation of HFA as a system for guiding disaster risk reduction, mainstreaming, awareness-raising and to report on progress in achieving the priorities of HFA.

Information clearing house and awareness raising function:
4. Enhance the disaster reduction information clearing house capacity (content and access), based on a clear communication and marketing strategy for disaster risk reduction options, advocacy and promotion of HFA.

Partnerships for application function:
5. Facilitate the development of and support to thematic inter-agency programmes or platforms (Recovery, Kobe; Early Warning, Bonn; Tsunami recovery/early warning; etc), and special assignments with identified funding (i.e. Third Early Warning Conference), linked to priority 2.
Organizational development of ISDR system:
6. Implement necessary institutional adjustments based on the recommendations of the ISDR evaluation, the Task Force and UNGA; and increase resource mobilization and funding sustainability of the ISDR system and secretariat. 
ANNEXES

Annex 1

List of acronyms

ACDS
African Centre for Disaster Studies

ADPC
Asian Disaster Preparedness Center

ADRC
Asian Disaster Reduction Centre

ACS
Association of Caribbean States

AU-NEPAD
African Union - New Partnership for Africa's Development

CADME
Coastal Area Disaster Mitigation Efforts, Andhra Pradesh, India

CCT
City of Cape Town

CDERA
Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency

CEPREDENAC
Centro de Coordinación para la Prevención de Desastres Naturales en América Central (Coordinating Centre for the Prevention of Natural  Disasters in Central America)

CERG
Centre d'Etudes des Risques Géologiques, Université de Genève

CONRED
Coordinadora Nacional para la Reducción de Desastres (Guatemala)

CRED
Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (University of Louvain, Belgium)

CSD
Commission on Sustainable Development

DESA
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs

DFID
United Kingdom Department for International Development

DMCN
Drought Monitoring Centre, Nairobi



ECHO
European Community Humanitarian Office

ECOWAS
Economic Community of West African States

EM-DAT
Emergency Events Database (CRED)

ESA
European Space Agency

ESCAP
United Nations Economic and Social Commission of Asian and the Pacific, Bangkok

EU
European Union

EWC-II
Second International Early Warning Conference, Bonn

FUNDAPRIS
Fundación para la Prevención del Riesgo Sísmico, Mérida,  Venezuela

GEF
Global Environmental Facility

GEO
Global Earth Observatory

GMES
Global Monitoring for the Environment and Security

GTZ
German Technical Cooperation

HIV/AIDS
Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome

IATF/DR
Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction

ICLEI
International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives

IFRC
International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent

ISDR
International Strategy for Disaster Reduction

IOC
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO

MEXT
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan

MSF
Médecins sans Frontières

OAS
Organization of American States

OCHA
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

OCHA/CAP
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs/Consolidated Appeal Programme

OFDA
Office for Foreign Disaster Assistance, USAID

OOSA
Office for Outer Space Affairs, United Nations

PAHO
Pan American Health Organization

PIC
Pacific Islands Countries

PWRI 
Public Works Research Institute (Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport of Japan)

RADIUS
Risk Assessment Tools for Diagnosis of Urban Areas 

SDC
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation

SOPAC
South Pacific Applied Geosciences Commission

UN/COPUOS
United Nations/Committee on Peaceful Use of Outer Space

UNCRD
United Nations Centre for Regional Development

UNDP
United Nations Development Programme

UNDP/BCPR
United Nations Development Programme/Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery

UNEP
United Nations Environment Programme

UNESCO
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

UNFCCC
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

UN/HABITAT
United Nations Human Settlements Programme

UNICEF
United Nations Children's Fund

UNIFEM
United Nations Fund for Women

UNITAR
United Nations Institute for Training and Research

UN/ISDR
Inter-Agency secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction

UN/ISDR Africa
Inter-Agency secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction for Africa (Nairobi, Kenya)

UN/ISDR LAC
Inter-Agency secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction for Latin America and the Caribbean (San Jose, Costa Rica)

UNOPS
United Nations Operations and Projects Services

US/NOAA
United States/National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

WHO
World Health Organization

WMO
World Meteorological Organization

WSSD
World Summit on Sustainable Development
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Output and impact


The ISDR secretariat prepared a background paper entitled "Small Island Developing States, Disasters, Risk and Vulnerability" and participated in a Panel discussion on  “the environmental vulnerabilities of Small Island Developing States” to support the integration of disaster reduction into the priorities set out by the Conference and encourage the recognition of the Hyogo Framework for Action as the framework under which disaster reduction should be developed in SIDS. 





Information Note 


for the period of 


October 2004 – May 2005








“…We have learnt a great deal about what works to reduce the impacts of disaster – in terms of preparedness before it strikes, and mitigation once it does. We have learnt about the value of investing in changed behaviour.”





The Secretary-General of the United Nations Kofi Annan video message to the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, Kobe, Hyogo, Japan, 18 January 2005








“It is my personal conviction that through a faithful implementation of this action plan in the next ten years…hundreds of thousands of lives and many millions of livelihoods will be saved.


It is also realistic to have all new schools and all new hospitals and clinics in all disaster prone areas made disaster proof.


We shall in the course of the coming years have national disaster reduction platforms in all the 168 States that have come here to Kobe this week.” 





Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, closing remarks at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, Kobe, Hyogo, Japan 22 January 2005





IATF documents are available on ISDR website 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unisdr.org" ��http://www.unisdr.org�








Some initiatives and partnerships in the context of the WCDR





International Recovery Platform


UNDP, OCHA, World Bank, ILO, JICA, ADRC, the Japanese Government- within ISDR system (with secretariat support)





The Platform, supported by other UN agencies, the World Bank, programme countries, donors and the international financial institutions, will provide the knowledge base and capacity building support to UN Country Teams, national and local authorities and communities in post disaster recovery to enhance capacity for more effective disaster recovery and reconstruction. The Platform will promote shared vision, common approaches and standards, and strategies for its members through sharing of expertise, knowledge and lesson learned on recovery efforts from major and medium seize disasters. The Platform (IPR) was officially launched in Kobe, Japan, 10 May 2005, inaugurated by the Governor of Hyogo Prefecture and followed by a seminar and working sessions on the work programme.





The Platform will function within the ISDR system to support a more coordinated international approach, define and develop common concepts and standards for recovery, assessment methodologies, good practices and learning opportunities among local, national and international actors. National platforms for disaster reduction will also contribute to the work. 





Output and impact


A thematic session was held during WCDR, session 4.9 entitled “Post-disaster recovery: lessons learnt, challenges and future options”, to discuss the framework and division of roles in the post disaster recovery context; define gaps and shortcomings of current international and regional organizations in recovery.  


The International Seminar on Recovery in Kobe had 80 participants from 15 countries from disaster affected and donor countries, UN agencies and NGOs. Innovative recovery experiences were presented from Kobe, Iran, Algeria, Bangladesh, Maldives and Indonesia among others. The purpose, challenges and expected work programme for the IRP was discussed in working groups. The Japanese Government, UNDP, OCHA, ILO, ADRC and the ISDR secretariat discussed operational aspects of the Platform; an initial office was inaugurated at Kobe, with support from offices in Geneva and Turin (ILO Training Centre).  


�


Mainstreaming Disaster Reduction into Development Policy, �Planning and Implementation in Asia: 





ADPC and Asian countries members of RCC (Regional Consultative Committee in Disaster Management) (� HYPERLINK "http://www.adpc.net" ��www.adpc.net�)





This initiative, supported by Australian Government, promotes the integration of disaster risk management into sustainable development policies and practices amongst members of the RCC linked to other efforts at the regional level. 





Output


The 5th RCC meeting in Vietnam in May 2005 focused on identifying priority needs of member countries for disaster reduction and on learning lessons from experience based on the Hyogo Framework for Action. 


The RCC Programme of Advocacy and Capacity Building for Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Management (MDRM) into development practice was launched at the 4th Meeting in Bangladesh in March 2004


This initiative has been registered in the CSD Database in March 2005


The activity is under way with Priority Implementation Projects (PIPs) in several RCC member countries. The PIPs cover mainstreaming into both national development processes, as well as specific initiatives by NDMOs to work with partner ministries on mainstreaming DRM into specific sectors (agriculture, infrastructure and housing, health, education, and financial services)


This work will also include mainstreaming into country Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers, country assistance strategies of the World Bank and ADB, and the UN System Common Country Assessments and UN Development Assistance Frameworks (CCA/UNDAF). 





Mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into development tool 


Tearfund (www.tearfund.org), Cranfield University and the Benfield Hazard Research Centre, UK





This initiative offers a practical tool to help development organizations mainstream disaster risk reduction into their relief and development planning and programming. It provides performance targets and indicators to help organizations assess, measure and monitor their progress with mainstream disaster risk reduction into their relief and development planning and programming. 


�Output


Introduction of the targets/indicators covering six key areas of organization’s work; policy, strategy, geographical planning, project cycle management, external relations, and institutional capacity. This also identifies a series of factors that influence the pace of mainstreaming (levels of attainment). 


�Global Open Learning Forum on Risk Education (GOLFRE) 


Sustainable Environment and Ecological Development Society - India (SEEDS), UNESCO, Kyoto University (Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies)





This is a forum of NGOs, universities and international organizations to bring professional knowledge to field practitioners in remote areas. It fosters open dialogue and exchange of information and knowledge, transferring academic knowledge to practitioners through updated analysis on field practices and interaction with people in the field. This forum will be up-scaled through conducting training programmes, certified courses in the open-university model and conducting regular meetings and workshops in different regions. 





Output


This forum functions on its website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.golfre.org" ��www.golfre.org�). 


Curriculum material for a foundation course on disaster management for field workers has been developed, and the course will be delivered through case studies. The test version of this course was launched in April, and the final version will be launched in October 2005.  





Science Policy Initiative for Implementation Strategies�Ministry of Education and Technology of Japan (MEXT), NIED, DPRI, Kyoto University





This initiative focuses on policy enhancement and necessary actions to effectively utilize Research and Development (R&D) results into disaster reduction practices. 





Output


An international framework for development of disaster reduction technology based upon implementation strategies has been developed bring results of Research & Development in the field of disaster reduction into practice, and emphasizes the incorporation of implementation strategies and stakeholder involvement into the areas of R & D planning and activities. 


A related event at the WCDR was held in the thematic session 3.6 entitled “Implementation strategies for application of research and development on disaster reduction” initiated by National Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Prevention (NIED), International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), Ministry of Education, Sports, Culture, Science and Technology (MEXT), UNESCO, and the Regional Disaster Information Center in Latin America and Caribbean (CRID). 


�Transfer Live Lessons (TeLL)


Disaster Reduction Alliance (DRA), Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institute (DRI), Japan�


This initiative originated from sharing lessons from the Great-Hanshin Awaji Earthquake that struck the Hyogo prefecture including Kobe in 1995 and is expanding to learn from other disasters in the world. For effective education and public awareness, this initiative shares lessons from past disasters from different parts of the world. 





Output and impact


A forum was held in February 2004 for transferring live lessons out of the Great-Hanshin Awaji Earthquake and to build the basis for a global partnership and network


Visual data from the tsunami disaster of 26 December 2004 has been developed and made available for learning purposes. 


Establishment of global Transfer Live Lessons Network is planned for 2006.





Priorities for action stipulated in the HFA: �


Ensure that disaster reduction is a national and a local priority with a strong institutional basis for implementation


Identify, access and monitor disaster risk and enhance early warning


Use knowledge, innovation and education to build a culture of safety and resilience at all levels


Reduce the underlying risk factors


Strengthen disaster preparedness for effective response at all levels. 











� Including mechanisms such as CCA/UNDAF, PRSPs; the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC), the United Nations Development Group (UNDG), ProVention Consortium; UN Commissions (on Sustainable Development, Advancement of Women…); Conventions subsidiary bodies (UNFCCC, UNCCD, ECOSOC, UNGA)





Elements for a roadmap for the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action





This roadmap captures initiatives designed to support and facilitate the implementation and the monitoring of the HFA by different actors at global, regional and national levels, using existing institutional mechanisms�. Further information on some of these initiatives is provided in annexes.





Tools are being developed under the purview of ISDR, under four headings:





(a) Guiding and mainstreaming the Hyogo Framework for Action in planning and programming:


Guiding principles for National Platforms on disaster risk reduction (annex2);


Guidelines for the inclusion of DRR into Common Country Assessments and UN Development Assistance Frameworks (CCA/UNDAF) (annex 3); 


Policy briefs and ad hoc guidelines related to specific sectors such as, inter alia: environment, health, education, water, and local administration. 





(b) Awareness and advocacy:


Promotional products and “information packages” including brochures, audiovisuals, media briefs, success stories, power-point presentations;


Annual awareness campaigns and special activities during the International Day for Disaster Reduction to promote specific themes of the HFA;


Training tools and workshops for raising awareness and fostering capabilities, such as: the inter-agency Disaster Management Training Programme (UN/DMTP) administered by UNDP (annex 4).

















(c) Reporting on progress- monitoring:


Identification of benchmarks and generic indicators;�Use of existing national reporting requirements such as those on MDGs, sustainable development, climate change and adaptation;


Nomination of lead organizations to follow-up in specific areas of HFA to ensure effective reporting (related to matrix-based reporting, see below).





(d) Roles and modalities of the ISDR system:


A matrix of roles and initiatives, mapping out responsibilities, resources and programmes (tools, partnerships of the ISDR system of collaborating agencies);


Annual work programmes for the IATF/DR, the ISDR Executive Committee (proposed) and the ISDR secretariat, and a strengthened, more focused ISDR system (pending agreement on the adoption of several enhancement proposals).





Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters�


A publication on the WCDR is being prepared to provide a collection of all documents issued for the Conference and its preparatory process. An advance copy will be available to participants at the IATF/DR-11, May 2005. It includes the Review of the Yokohama Strategy for a Safer World, the Hyogo Declaration, the Hyogo Framework for Action, 2005-2015, and a summary of the Thematic Segment, among other.





� EMBED CorelDRAW.Graphic.12  ���





United Nations Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery and Risk Reduction





Upon the request of UN Secretary-General, former US President Bill Clinton has agreed to serve as the United Nations Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery, including risk reduction. He plays an active role in communicating, coordinating and informing donors, Governments, and the general public on post-tsunami activities following last year’s tsunami tragedy. President Clinton is working with the ISDR secretariat, UNDP, UNESCO, WMO and others on raising awareness and generating support for disaster risk reduction. 








Output and impact


The tsunami tragedy on 26 December 2004 had an enormous impact on the World Conference. That disaster of exceptionally high and visible proportions showed in a dramatic way that people could be severely affected by natural hazards. The tsunami was in the headlines for more than two weeks and boosted the interest of the media for the World Conference on Disaster Reduction.


Some 560 journalists attended the World Conference on Disaster Reduction and wrote an average of four pieces on disaster reduction issues. The main subjects developed were disaster reduction, early warning and tsunami.


For further details on WCDR media coverage, see the WCDR media report at: www.unisdr.org/wcdr/media/wcdr-media-monitoring.pdf. 





2005 World Disaster Reduction Awareness Campaign focuses on reducing risk using micro-finance tools and safety nets





The ISDR network will contribute in 2005 to the International Year of Microcredit by collaborating with partners involved in micro-finance and safety nets for disaster reduction. This will also be the theme of the International Day for Disaster Reduction on Wednesday 12 October. Micro-finance is a tool that has successfully been utilized to improve livelihoods options and reduce poverty. It has been little used yet in the context of disaster risk reduction. 





Leading up to the International Day, ISDR partners will stimulate dialogues with the micro-finance community on the possibilities of using these tools to reduce disaster risk and increase community resilience to disasters. In addition, ISDR will aim at raising awareness among disaster risk managers on the potential of micro-finance and safety nets to reduce vulnerability and help recover from disasters. The ISDR secretariat, in collaboration with other UN agencies and NGOs working on micro-finance, is seeking good practice and lessons learned in this area to share with others. A publication will be issued based on the results of different round tables organized on the subject around the world. 





Output and impact


The creation and strengthening of national platforms has been highlighted as one of the agreed principle activities for the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action. This reflects recognition of the added value of existing national platforms, and also reconfirms the importance of expanding and strengthening this network worldwide.  


In the First Consultative Meeting on NPs in Africa, the Africa Regional Strategy of DRR and its Plan of Action was discussed in detail and in the context of the HFA. All representatives agreed on a Plan of Action of African National Platforms for 2005.


Hungary has recently become part of the growing network of national platforms. 








Output and impact


Increased understanding of the importance of disaster risk reduction has resulted in and is reflected by the official adoption of an Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction and the creation of ISDR National Platforms in Botswana, the Republic of Congo, Gabon and Kenya in 2004 (in addition to those of Djibouti, Uganda, Comoros and Madagascar that were established in 2003). 


The enabling environments for integrating disaster risk reduction into development have allowed for the availability and acceptance by African countries of the following outputs: (1) the Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction; (2) the Report on the Status of Disaster Risk Reduction and Disaster Risk Assessment in Africa; and (3) the Guidelines for Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction into Sustainable Development. A set of advocacy/educational booklets was also developed to facilitate the understanding of how disaster risk reduction is closely linked with water and resource management, land use, poverty reduction, governance and development and environmental protection. Close partnership with AU/NEPAD and the ADB (African Development Bank) will also help to further advance the link between disaster risk reduction and development.  


ISDR Africa’s efforts to make its advocacy materials available in French and Portuguese have facilitated information and knowledge sharing among African countries. An increased number of French-speaking countries have expressed willingness to develop partnerships with UN/ISDR Africa and establish national platforms. 45 African countries have benefited from the service and work of UN/ISDR Africa. 


The first Consultative Meeting on National Platforms for Disaster Risk Reduction in Africa was held in Nairobi, 21-23 April 2005, with the participation of representatives of national platforms in Africa and candidate countries and two regional consultants from South Africa and Ghana. All representatives agreed on a Plan of Action of African National Platforms for 2005. 


In 2004, UN/ISDR Africa has accomplished 90% of its planned activities in cooperation with UN agencies, regional organizations, Governments, but has also facilitated cooperation among academic institutions, UN agencies, Governments, mass media, civil societies and regional organizations. This not only has increased synergy but also proved to be cost-effective. The efforts have generated continuing commitment to cooperation in disaster risk reduction from AU/NEPAD, UNDP, UNEP and national Governments, and new interests have been expressed by youth organizations, schools and journalists.





Output and impact


27th session of the RAIV Hurricane Committee (31 March – 5 April, in San Jose, Costa Rica). The Committee members confirmed their support to the follow-up and implementation process, and laid special emphasis on the importance of the development of time-bound, measurable indicators. 


On 6-8 April, PAHO/WHO organized a sub-regional workshop in Panama on the health sector as a follow-up to the WCDR. The main outcome of this event was a regional strategy to implement the goal of “hospitals safe from disaster”.


A Central American workshop on tsunami early warning was organized by CEPREDENAC (supported financially by ISDR) in Nicaragua (25-27 April), CDERA organized a similar workshop in Barbados in February, and UNESCO/IOC through its IOCARIBE Sub-commission is organizing an International Conference for the Development of a Tsunami and Coastal Hazards Warning System for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions (Mexico City, 1-3 June, 2005), jointly with UN/ISDR, WMO and UNEP CAR-RCU.


A sub-regional Andean workshop on education and disaster prevention was organized in Lima, Peru in the framework of CAPRADE. This workshop was a follow-up to the earlier Latin American workshop organized in September 2004, as well as a direct follow-up to implement the HFA. In addition, ACS (Association for Caribbean States) is organizing a regional workshop in Cuba, early June, on sharing experiences and lessons learned, in collaboration with UNDP, OCHA; ISDR and the Cuban Civil Defence to discuss the implementation of HFA in the Greater Caribbean.


ISDR/LAC together with PAHO is promoting horizontal collaboration and exchange between the countries, in particular in the context of strengthening the national platforms. In this context, a delegation from Bolivia (funded by ISDR and PAHO) visited the Costa Rican national platform in May to learn about the Costa Rican experience on disaster reduction and exchange their own experience. Bolivia is currently setting up a national multi-sectoral platform.


Thanks to a financial contribution from Canada to CRID, Living with Risk- a global review of disaster reduction initiatives, was translated into Spanish, a preliminary version in CD format was disseminated during the WCDR.


An MOU was signed between the ISDR secretariat and the Secretariat of the Andean Community to enhance the implementation of ISDR in the Andean region. The SGCAN will act as a focal point at the regional level to disseminate information on ISDR and its activities.


The ISDR regional outreach office has developed a new user-friendly and informative regional website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.eird.org" ��www.eird.org�). According to the statistics, the earlier website had attracted visitors from 153 countries and hundreds of organizations both in and outside of the LAC region. The new website includes also thematic sections on DRR and education, health, early warning, sustainable development and public information and educational materials. Additional sections are being developed currently, such as the country profiles, which will be on-line soon.


The new special issue of the ISDR Informs Magazine, dedicated to WCDR, was produced, and disseminated in hard copy. It is available on the website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.eird.org" ��www.eird.org�). 








Output and impact


Updated country information is available at ISDR website. It includes:


Country profiles with general information (maps, statistics), official contact, and disaster profiles based on OFDA/CRED international disaster database, hazard profiles and national reports.


Updated information on ISDR national platforms and focal points for disaster reduction; and


On-line hazard and vulnerability information on earthquakes, volcanoes, floods, cyclones and tsunamis hazards with updated information in collaboration with UNEP/DEWA/GRID-Europe.


To make the database accessible on the website, it is necessary to transfer ISDR databases from Access software to MySQL open source database or similar product. A cooperation agreement with UNEP/DEWA/GRID-Europe is being established for this purpose.


A “Disaster reduction technology portfolio and implementation strategies” is being developed in collaboration with the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan (MEXT). A first catalogue was released during the WCDR in Kobe with information on technologies and programmes concerning multi-hazards, earthquakes and tsunamis, and floods and debris, which Japan is implementing in developing countries. The current stage is to extend this catalogue with worldwide technological information, focusing on available tools and good-practices engaging with partners and experts worldwide.








Output


Production of the first ISDR Virtual Library on Disaster Risk Reduction – a set of 3 CDROMs, which was released at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction. The set of CDROMs contains:


CD-1 : Review of the implementation of the Yokohama Strategy and Plan of Action for a Safer World, 1994-2004 and country information (115) on disaster risk reduction; 


CD-2: A selection of literature on disaster risk reduction; information on governance and disaster preparedness and emergency management;


CD-3: Information on knowledge management, risk identification and risk management applications. 3,000 copies have already been distributed worldwide and free of charge.  


Due to the positive impacts received regarding this new tool, the ISDR secretariat will continue to compile and disseminate key documents on disaster risk reduction in collaboration with UN and outside partners, following the priority areas of activities adopted in the HFA.


The virtual library and bibliographic database will be available online during this year.





Output and impact


The IEWP was successfully launched at an event at the WCDR in Kobe on 19 January organized by the Platform for the Promotion of Early Warning (PPEW). The heads or deputy heads of several organizations, including WMO, UNESCO, WFP, UNEP, OCHA, UN/ISDR, the German Disaster Reduction Committee (DKKV) and the German Government humanitarian agency that supports PPEW, gave speeches of support. The launch attracted about 200 people including television and other media representatives.


The IEWP will provide an international mechanism by which organizations can cooperate and develop shared and systematic approaches to advancing early warning systems worldwide. PPEW is currently developing the formal basis for organizing the programme, including governance mechanisms and a timetable for action over 2005, in consultation with the sponsoring UN organizations and other partners.


The Government of Germany announced at the WCDR an offer to host a third international Conference on Early Warning (EWC-III), in partnership with UN/ISDR. The conference’s aims and organization will be coordinated with the parallel development of IEWP. The Conference, organized by Germany under UN auspices, is tentatively planned for Bonn, March 2006.





Output and impact


The proposed programme will deliver the following outputs: (1) sustained dialogue between disaster managers and environmental managers initiated at global, regional and national and local levels; (2) greater awareness of the interface between disaster risk and environmental change achieved; (3) critical gaps in understanding of critical thresholds, costs and benefits identified; (4) new approaches and information products developed and demonstrated; and (5) good practices and guidelines recommended and introduced.





Output and impact


Special session on climate change at the WCDR to present the VARG policy paper, the promotion of disaster risk reduction as an adaptation strategy, and greater clarity of the role of climate change in disaster risk management.





Output and impact 


IFI/P, initiated by UNESCO and WMO in 2002, has evolved to a multi-agency endeavour involving UNU, FAO, ISDR, but also other partners like MEXT (Japan), PWRI (Japan), Kyoto University, University of Western Ontario, and IAHS. IFI/P was officially launched during the WCDR.





Output and impact 


UNDP-DDC, ISDR and UNDP-BCPR responded to the recommendation of the Ad-Hoc Working Group meeting by co-sponsoring an expert workshop. The expert workshop on “Drought Risk and Development Policy in Africa” was held in Nairobi from 31 January to 2 February 2005.  The main objectives of the workshop were to identify factors that might impede a shift from a reactive to a more proactive way of dealing with drought-related issues, to identify policy mechanisms that may have the greatest impact on the vulnerability and resilience of drylands systems, to formulate strategies to shift donor and government thinking to a more proactive approach, to assist conceptually in the development of a major UNDP driven programme on drought related food insecurity in Africa, and to institutionalise networking related to initiatives in Africa such as the UNESCO proposal to establish a regional drought centre.  


The workshop called for the establishment of an African Drought Risk and Development Network to stimulate and support strategies and initiatives to address drought risk in Africa.





Output and impact


The UK-based Tudor Rose and the ISDR secretariat have collaborated in a unique public-private partnership to advance their shared commitment to reducing disaster risk through the publication of the book Know Risk (www.know-risk.org). It was launched at the WCDR; complementary copies were distributed to participating Governments and organizations. Know Risk is a fully illustrated, 376-page book with over 160 authors relating their substantive work in disaster reduction at international, regional, national, municipal and local levels. It reflects the progress in this field over the past ten years, highlighting good practices and drawing on the findings of the Yokohama review. 


2005 Calendar: the UK-based Entico Corporation and the ISDR organized an art contest for children drawing under the theme of disaster reduction, for the 2005 calendar. It was distributed widely for the public awareness campaign including at the Public Forum of the WCDR. 
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