Proposal for a Working Group Paper on DRR and Climate Change Terminology—For Discussion
Rationale for a WG Paper on DRR and Climate Change Terminology 
Given the Working Group’s goal of integrating disaster risk reduction and climate change efforts, a first place to begin such integration may be in establishing common terminology. The goal of such an exercise would be to clarify to both communities the uses given by each to many of the same terms. Rather than invent new terms, a proposed WG paper would aim to clarify the different meanings of specific terms, introduce important concepts not shared by both communities, and develop a glossary that incorporates the perspectives of both communities. This glossary, after discussion among climate change and DRR experts, would be included in the ISDR website as an addition to the Terminology of Disaster Risk Reduction (http://www.unisdr.org/eng/library/lib-terminology-eng%20home.htm). 
The need to clarify terminology for the two communities is clear: 

· some terms are used by both communities but have different meanings to each,

· some terms of critical importance to one community are unknown or not understood by the other community. 

The climate change community has developed official glossaries, such as those by the IPCC and the UNFCCC Secretariat. The disaster risk reduction community developed the aforementioned Terminology of Disaster Risk Reduction. In both fields the academic community has developed papers on each field’s terminology and conceptual approach. Some researchers have also explored the disconnect between the climate change and DRR terminologies and conceptual frameworks, such as the Tyndall Centre. A WG paper that explores the divergence of meaning, introduces concepts new to one of the fields (and important to the other) and proposes a common glossary would enable discussion between the two communities and forward integration. 
Proposed Process for Development of the Paper
The proposed process for developing this paper, should the WG so decide, could be:
· WG Members may wish to identify one Member to take the lead for this project. 

· The lead organization could further develop the proposed outline and establish a workplan.
· Other working group members could provide glossaries and papers they are aware of or use in their work on the conceptual framework and terminology of DRR to inform the paper.
· The lead organization could review sources, provide an analysis and develop the paper.
· The Secretariat could share a draft of the paper with DRR and climate experts to seek feedback on a proposed glossary.
· The lead organization, or the Secretariat, could integrate the expert feedback and finalize the common glossary.
· The paper should be ready for presentation at a WG side-event at the 11th conference of the parties in December 2005 in Montreal. The lead organization and other contributing members may wish to present at the side-event.  

Proposed Outline of Paper on DRR and Climate Change Terminology
1. Background: the need for this study


2. Common terms used differently by each community

Examples include vulnerability, mitigation, risk, land use…

3. Terms specific to one community, unknown to the other


Examples include no-regrets measures, impacts, hazards, adaptation…

4. Common DRR-climate change glossary

5. Conclusion
