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FOR THE WORLD CONFERENCE ON DISASTER REDUCTION

Component 1t Political Commitment and Instituiienal Aspeels

No,
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L2

Questiony JAnsiwers
X

dre there nafional policy, strategy und legislufion nddressing disuster risk reduction?

Ifyes, pleasa describe io swhat extent current national efforts and min priority areas of the policy, and mechmisms lo enforce

the implementation of the policy and legislation are applied {andlor altach any relevant documentation)
Yes, there is established Jegislation.

» The Ceutral Cyclone and Other Natural Disaster Conunittee is appraved by Government, under the Prime Minister's Office.
+ W is the policy of Government to worlk throuph the local government network so as to reduce the suffering of the people and

damage to the econamy in ties of disnster,

is there a national body for mult-seetoral coordinution and collaboration in disusier risk reduction, which includes ministries

i ‘ 1 f | 7 ...J a!.w\- By Aty ren
tn charge of water resource mnnagement. Agriculinre / land use and plunning, health, epvirommens, edueption, davelopiment
planning and finance?

{f yes, please give detailedd information (name. struchure aned Junictions). Attach any documentation or ndicate source of
information,

Yes, the Cyclone and Nataral Disaster Commitiee, under the chainmanship of the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO), and comprising
representatives of various Ministries / Departments has been sef up since 1968,

» The responsibility for disaster inanagement rests primarily with the PMO, which monitors matters through the Commitiee. The

primeary task of the Conuuittee iz to coordinate activities before, dwing and afier a nataral disaster.




» However different disasters are dealt by various organisations, e.g.

Toryential raias - Mintstry of Local Govemment & Rodrigues, .

Floeds - Ministry of Environment & NDU (Natianal Developtent Unit)

Oil/Gas Spill - Ministry of Environment & NDJ,

“Fire - Gavernient Fire Services, .

1

Tidat Surge - Ministry of Fisheries,

Droughis - Ministry of Agriculture, FT & NR, (inchiding Foresiry Service and rrigation Authority), Central Water Auihority,
Water Resources Uit

1

Fypidemics - Minisiry of Health & Quality of Life

+ There are also local Cyclone Committees, which ave set up in each Municipal and Districl Council aren. These Commitlees are
presided by the Mayats or Chaicinen of District Couneils.

Are there sectoral plang or initiatives thal Ivcorporaie risk reduction coucepls into each respective developnient area (such as
water resource management, poverty alleviaiion, climate change adaplation, education and am,..a__%ﬁnﬂ planning)? f
If yes, please indicate some examples and challenges / limltations encountered. 1f 1o, does your government have any plans for |
iniegrating disaster risk reduction into development sectors? 1€ ao, please slsa specily tie major difficulies. f

Yes,

Waler resonrce mgnugement (Floods / Droughis) -

» An inlegrated plan has been prepared to harness additional watker resources (o meet the water sequirement of the econamy
heyond 2020.

» A National Water Drainage Programme is also under way to address the problem of flooding, m

et

i




OIT Spili -

—

The National Oil Spifl Contisgency Plan and the Port Lowis Harbour Oil Spilt Responsé Plan provide the framework for oit spili
TESPONEE.

*+ There is also n Regional Oil Spitl Plaihing Project for ongoing collaboration among the countiies of the South Enﬂoqn Indizn

Ocean to intervene joinily in case ofa iransboundary spifl.
Climute change adapiafion -

A Ciimate Change }ﬁ_os Plan has been prepared by she National Clinate Comnnittee, S"EEE. :ﬁ varlnerability and Impacts of
climare change on the econensic and social secloss have been addressed.
Faverty alleviation -

L ]

Various plans are in operation to alleviate poverty in localised areas.

In addition fo the provision of welfare services such as fiee education aud fiee health care, mﬁ.o:.. dq_am of assislance are offered
to the poor. These include social sid as well s subsidised housing loans.

A lalesl initiative, which involves eommunities and NGO's is the seliing wp of the Trust Pond for the Social Xntegration of
 Vulnerable Gronps (TFESIVG).

la addition to the aetivities of the TRFSIVG, Government is fimding an Action Plan for: Poverty Alleviation. This progeamme is

abso playing an imporiant role in the economic empowerment of vilnerble groups.

Ao

Yes

Is disasier risk reduction tncorpovated into your nationpl plan for the .ﬂ_:_ig__m:_smmm of the UN Milleurtinm Development
Gonls (MDGs), Paversy Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP}, Zauuwu-& Adaptation Plans of Action, Nufional Envirotimental
Action Plans and WSSD {(World Summit on Sustaitiable De velopanieni) Johannesburg Plan of Tplementation?

U yes to any of these, who are the main contacts Jor these inifiatives?




s

Does your country Lave building codes of praciice and staudurds in place, which takes into account seismic risk?
If yes, since when. Which ure the maiy diffieulties in keeping seith the compliancés of the codes?

Yes, the Ministry of Public Tufrastructure, Laud Trangport & Shipping and local: wzm.o:snw such as {
Councils are involved.

]

Municipalities and District

1.6

Do pou Liave an annual budget for disaster risk reduction?

1 vex, ks this commitment represented as part of the national budget or projeci based w
x  Through which institution/s?

*  Ifno,what ofther financing mechanisms foy risk reduction initiatives are available?

Yey,

« liisrepresented as part of the national budget.
» Financial allocation ta social and welfave represents about 25 % of the vational hudget.

¢ DProvision for poverty alfocation has been increased by 14 % to Rs. 120 millions E the financial year 2003-2004

L7

Are the private sector, civil soclety, NGOs, academtia and media Eiaiannm in aEER__. Hsk reduction efforts?
& If yes, how?

Indicaie existing coordination or joint programming between governiment and n:i %E«Q efforts in disaster risk reduction, or
mafor difficulties or constraints \9 this 1o be effective.
Yes,

s The private sector, civil saciety aud NGOs are represented in the Central Cyclone and Other Natural Disasters Commiltee.

» The media participate through warning systems, The warnings are A__mmm_ssm_mu through radio talks, television hroadcasts,
eleetronic and print media.




* Through the NGO's, local commuiities are nvolved in the development of disaster plans and progranunes, The Mauritus Red

Cross Society (NGO} is involved in assisting injuries during disasters,

The Private Seclor confributes ta Disaster Management Bunds. (Source: Paper prepared by Meteo in collabotation with PMO)

+  Difficulties/Canstrainis: However, to secure active parlicipation of the private sector in this ares, government must putin place

appopriate infrastosetural, institutional and orgatisational; frameworks.

Couniponent Z; Risk Iden(ification

21

Questions /Answers

Huy yaur country earried ont hazard mapping / asvessinent?

1t yes, please describe for which hazards, when they were updated and for what geographival scale they exist?
Bo they include chay acleristics, impacts, historical data, multi-hazards approach?
Which insiiintions are using the vesulis of the hazard ussessment?

To whown are they available? (Altach any relevant doctumentalios:).

[ ]

Yes,

s For Gil Spill, a coastal sensitivity atias for the coast of Mauritius is being :umam& electionically. The stakeloiders for Oil Spill
{Including MPA, NC'G and SMF) uss the stla

*  The National Development Uhit is uvolved in the identification of fload prone sqnmm throughout the island.

Has yoiir countiy cavriced ont vulnerahility und capacify assessinenls?

If yes, plecise describe the mefliods used and major soclal, economic, physical, environmental, political and cultural factors
convidered in the assessment(s).

=

Who are the main contacts for these axsessments? (or aftach any relevant docianeniation or contact information)

Valoerabilty study for sea level riso in the western coast of Mauritivs (Flic en Flac)




2.3
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Daes your conniry hnve any mechunisms for risk monitoring and visk E:.E::ww
»  If yes, who is responsible?

No mechanism in place, ouly isolated cases, e.p. for climate change.

Is there a systematic socio-econontic and environmental impact and loss analysis inyonr conntry aftec each major disasier?
Y Ifyes, are the resnlis available? . o
Yes, especially for cyclones. |

- LY r 1 m
»  Enviromnental impacts such as erosion are catried out for the coasl.

» Loss Analysis is also made afier eyclones, floods, fives elc.

¢+ The Central Statistical Office usually revises the GDP and Social Security is u_mﬂﬂ involved In socio-economic asssessment.

25

Are there early warning systems in place?
If yes, for what hezards and for sshat geogiaphical scope?

Do you have ary example when the system was activated lately?
2 Which are the main instiidions involved?

Please tndicate any velevant lessons-learnt from the pse and palific reaciion io eyrly warnings issued.

Yes, systematic Early Waming Systeo: (EWS) in Mauritius started tn early 1960's and wag initiated by the Mawitius Meteorological
Services.

Weather-related disastery include: Tropical storms, Floods (+ storm surges aud tidal waves), Thunderstorms, Drought, Clinate
Change |

Non-Weather-related disnsters include: Fives, Pests and Diseases, Release of Imnm&ozm Materials (gages, oil / chenical spills)
» Geographical scope: whole island

o)




L]

Examples of warning systems inclode Tropical Cyclone Warning Systemn, Flood Warnings, Thunderstorms forecasts and
Dronght warnings.

The various warning systems ace now well established, operalional and maintaingd by the Mawitius Meteorological Services
and related departinents. The Police, Government Fire Services, Waier Resources Unit, Ministry of Agticulture, FT & NR and
Ministcy of Eavironment & NDU are also very muels invalved.

Live interventions by the Police or the Melcorological Services have also become Very conunon,

Our laws make provision for a preventive system e.g, Police clearance, Fire clearance for buikdings.

Lessons learvai: The Early Waming System put in place by the Anthorities has been! effective. It hias contributed to save Jives,

protect properies, secure liveliboods and sapport sustained n_mf.m_o_uﬁmi However, it hag o be strengthened at all levels and
have {0 becoms people-centared aud comununity-based. ‘

Mo,

Questiony /Answers
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]

Docr paar country have disaster visk information inanageaitent spsfems (governmental aidor ug..m.o_\m..m:_m:uac ?

If yes, what kind of Information on disaster reduction is available, how is it no:mﬂm& how is the nforsation dissentinated and

seho are the main users? (indicate relevani sources of informuation, if applicable)

An Environmental Information System (E1S), with indicators which include soine dizasters {cyclones / fires) iz under
preparation by the Minisky of Exvirownen.

« The Govermment Information Service is slso available - Ii is responsible for distribution of information (throwgh posters, film

sirips eic) on general preparedness, describing the waining syatem and advising proteciive actions to be taken before snd during
4 cyclone, on dangers of floods and other disasters.




3.2

*  Are the ncademic and research commmnities in the country linked to nutional or local institufions dealing with disaster
reduction? .

Ifyes, please describe the mechanisms fov information sharing and indicote any example of nsefuiness and effecifveness,

*  Which are the main research and academic instiutions dealing with disaster ?.%%cz related issues (please list, If available,

and fcdicate how their rescareh work is related 1o the couniry’s disaster 1is __ﬁsaaz :@% ),
Yes,

+ The Meteorological Services also deal with international organisations e.g. i __Es_sm of cyclones, following cyclones in the

Indian Ocesi and emitling warnings as per eslablished procedures.

3.3

Are there educativnal programnses related to disaster sisk reduction in your public mn&m& systeini?

= Ifyes, forwhat age-range? . |

Do you have any educaiional malerinl developed to support the teachers in this avea? (please alluch any relevt
dacimenialion)

Yes

?w_.m_:maﬁmnwoawna.mmG;ﬂm._&.ﬁ_;mwm_...mmfa%&wo:mmm:mmm:n:mmE.mnw::o:aqaomcsmwc_.ﬁa_oc%_moo%mﬁmq&:n_aanﬁu
EVS, “
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v Aye there uny tralning progranmies available?

x  Ifyey, please list (if available indicate scope and iorges andiences of the courses),

s Do you have any indication on how these conrses have been useful tv change any practices ai local or national scale?

Yes,

Talks in primary and secondary schools and other raining programmes are organised on an ad-hoc basis,

e

_—




4

Health care - in the field of Non-Communicable Diseases prevention, the _Ban‘n_u_ ‘of healtlt promotion is getfing wider

recognition as a result of which health education/training programmes and community-based activities are being expanded.
Education can prevent profiferation of epidemics.

35 1= What kind of traditional indigenons knowledge and wivdont ix used in disaster-velated practices or training programmes on
disaster risk redisetlon in your country?
N/A, thiey have given way to more specific approaches.
EXEE

x

Do you have any nattenal pnblic meareness prograntmes or campaigns on disaster risk reduciion?
If available, who are the main piayers for raising public awareness?
How are the mass wedia and schools involved?

Who are the 1argeted groups and how do you evaluate the progranimes?

Yes, these are carried owt mainly by govermment institufions and schools.

»

Mass media is Involved in early warning systems and in broadcasting public AWAIENESS PrOgramimes on eyclones and other
disasters.

Henlth eave ~ various vaits within the Ministry of Tlealih & Quality of Life are responsible for pubfic awareness campaigns
(NCD Unit, Health Information, Bducation and Communication Unit, Nutrition Lfnit, National AIDS Control Unil, ete)
Peslicides / herbicides control - aggressive sensitisation campaigns and free advice to the farming counlty by the Agricultural
Research Extension Unit (AREV) of Ministyy of Agriculture, FT & NR and Fariers Service Centre




Component 4: Risk Managenient b%.taa&::ﬁmﬂammﬁ |

No. Questions /Answers - m |

4.0 1% Is there uny good examples of linking envirommental management and risk veduction practices in your country (key aeas of : “
environmental mapagement may include coastal zone, wetland and watershed management, reforestation and agricultural ﬁ !
praclices, amongsi others)? m

v [fyes, pleass indicate inwhal areas. (Attach ary relevari document or yeferenices} : ,m

Yes,

« [ Backfilling of wetlands is a factor, whieh contributes to floads. A study on Euviremmental Risk Assessment at Grand Bay was |
earried out lo protect wetlands of the vegion. This will lielp o veduce flood risks ;_ the Rorth. | ‘ |

» Forests and islets are afso managed to prevent fire hazards and reforestagion is ﬁ.,mmn:mna to rethnee drought risks. | f
«  Frosion - banning of sand exlyaction since 2001 | ; _
- implementation of recommendations from Baird's report "Study on m.cmﬂm_ Erosion’, £.2. reinoval of hard struclures in

- the coastal dynaniic zone and setback of 30 m w S

4.2 1 = Arefinancial instewments wutilised in your counfry us o meqsire to reduce the impact &,,. disasters (e.g. insurancedeinsurance, : ,
calamily fitnds, catastrophs bosds, micro--credii finance, coimunily junds, efc. .3 : :

= If yes, please desciibe what these instruments are and vwhen they were established, who manages them and who are eligible 1o
thent, |

Yes, governinent is comnitted and a budgetary allowance is allocated in each Ministry. ¢ F

»  Governinent provides support 1o farmers through subsidised loans, fiee distribution of seeds and other relief assistauce when s i

disaster strikes.

» Inthe financial year 2003-2004, Governinent has provided for additional funds amousting to Rs, 10 milfion as Micro finance

10
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4.3

Flease identify specifi

in yomr country,

0il Spill: State of preparedness / combat equipiment available

Cy«clones; Buildings have to respect aomis/standards prepared to withstand eyclanic conditions

H:o:m_zw. the Midlands Dant was construcied \¢ increase He capacity of water siorage and émaq catlchment areas have been

increased (reforestation)

cific exumiples of techwical measures or programumes on disuster rivk reduction that have been eavvied ont

Component 5: Preparvedness sad Contingeney EE::.E .|W

No.

Questions fAnswers

3.1

Do you have Hisuster contingency plans in pluace?

Avre ihey prepared for bosh national and conunnnity levals? .
{f yes, please describe their main components, who is responsible Jor activating the plangs)?
Are the plan(s) updated on annwal basis?

Have you ever used the contingency plm(s} that was or were developed?
Ifyes, whar seas the results?

Nationai Oil Spill Contingency Plan (Ministry of Environment) - dvills crganised tw o 3

. lessons learnt during the diills,

Port Disaster Management Plan (Mauri(iua Port Authority) - {0 be approved
Cyclone Contingency Plan for Mauritius Pori Authority

Five Management Plans (Goversment Fire Services) - regular drifls organised
Company Coatingeney Plans - far fire hazards

Gas Spill Contingency Plan - under prepacation by the Ministry of Eaviramunent & NDU

vice yearly, T

ne-plan is updated foliowing

T

11




3.2

Hus pour government estublished emergency funds for disuster vesponse

facilities for emergency relisf items - mainly food, medicine, tents/shelters?

If yes, please provide some deiails.

and are there nutionnl or conmmnity storage

Yes

b

+ Disaster Emergency Funds hive been set up to assist victims of eyclones.

= A permanent fund, i.e. the Prime Minster Cyclone Relief Fund exists,

Ad-Dhoc funds ere also set up as and when required in the aftermath of a major disastes.
+  Goverpmen, the Private Sector and ihe public in genera! contribute to these finds.

In comunuuily centres and a few shopping centres, stovage facilities are provided when raguired.
»  Banks usuafly open special accounts {Solidarity Fuads) afier major disasters. .

Locat Cyclone Comnmitlees are also fally involved to provide assistauce and support 1o the citizens.

L
Lo

Who is responsible for the coordination of dlsaster respanse preparedness and\is the coordinafion hody equsipped with enaugh
kaman and finpncial vesources for the job? .

*  Please comment on the gffectiveness of the coordination work done so fur?

Prime Minister's Qffice. Coordination is effective

Cowmponent 6: Call fex good practices in disaster 1&%5353%:33

No.

Questions /Answers

»  Based on the above analysis and information provided, please provide af least tivo exnples of any successfil implementalion of

disgster reduction activities in your couniry (could be of local, national or regional scale); any project or communily based

experience, national policy, interaction benween seclors, eic., would be welconié. Provide maximim one poge on eacl exanple,

iz

© T
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!
LS

indicaling area of work, insittutions and aclors invelved, duration, impact of the aci :Ea,.._ lessons-learnt, and if the exaniple

have heen replicated. You may alvo kindly direct us io relevant web-bayed informationiorganisaiion.

Gas Spili {chlorine) at Albion {A briefis attached) . -

Compment 7: Prierities you want adivessed at World Confergnce sn Dizaster Raductian

I A i A

Whent do you think ave the priovity iapics to be agreed upon ai ihe World _ua_m\wwgn.mra enhance and sirengthen nationdal policy

and practice 1o reduce risk and vufnerability to patural and technologicol hazerds?

Please fist any other thensatic areas or specific lopics of discussion that you consider|af imporioce to fucrease The effectiveness
of disasiter visk reduction for your couniyy.

Please alsa indiccie any particular experience or project fiat yonr couniyy would itke |fo exhibif or presemt ot the Conference,
Training _

Capacity Building :

Sharing of expertise/experience

Ol spill - cooperation among cowlries

Geg/chemical spill

Palicy and lepal framework for decision making

Enlistinenl aof stakeholders (Private, Public, NGO's, CBO')

Gaverniments have to address the constraits, which prevent the achievement of a bigher level of disaster preparedness. These
constraints wmay exist in the form of shortages of financial resources, iadeqiate capacily building, Iack of effective
commuuication systewm, low stockpiles of emeigency supplies, slow decision ;_Eﬁ _:annmw lack of strategic leadership, poor

moniloring snd absence of structural arrangements to deat with a post disaster m_Emzaﬁ

13




Ministry of Environment

Gaseous spill of chlorine at Morcellement Raffray, &strolab Sireet, Albiow on Nionday 26
May 2003

On Monday 26 May 2003 at aroind 15 30 hrs, the Ministry of Environment was inforroed
of the emanation of 2 gas with a pungent smell at Morcellement Raffray. A team tomprising of
officers of the Ministry and Police de L'Environnernent proceeded 1o the site 10 take stock of the
situation. The gas was escaping from 2 cylinder of 800 kg capacity found on & bareland when two
persons were attempting to chop the cylinder using an electric grinder,

Action initiated

1. The whole area was cordoned off, residents were sensitised on the risks and evacuated to 2 safer
place out of the danger zone.

9. The Cenral Water Authority attempted to repair and seal the nmptured cylinder. The fire
services poured water contintously on the cylinder to enable dilution of the emanaring gas.

_D}'

The cylinder was then submerged in the neatby river to enable complete dissofution of the gas
and then transferred 1o CWA Treatment Plant at Pailles, The river was frushed with water for
three hours after the transfer of the cylinder.

Follow up actions

'

1. The Ministry of Fisheries, CYA and NEL have carried out water analysis and found that the
residual chlorine was within acceptable limits,

2. The Ministry of Agriculture and the Forestry Services wis requested to survey the site and to
undertake cleaning of the fiver, '

3 The whole arsa was fushed regularly for 7 consecutive days. The buildings in the vicinity were
washed thoroushly with the-help of the Fire Services.

4, “The trees were pruned-and Te-greening of same was-observed, o

5. Minigtry of Health was requested to send the ‘Caravane De Lz Sante’ at Albion for a routine

6. Arrangements to be made by eIl instintions to heve officers involved in the operation to go for
a medical check-up. - ] -

7. The Ministry of Environment 10 consider the procurement of appropriate protective equipment
1o deal with all type of spill (mrmstard gas, nerve gas, ete) which is in process.

3, A training programme be organised jointly by Fire Services and SMF for the benefit of other
ipstitutions involved in a spill. '

9. A door to door sensitisation wes carried out to avoid copsamption of gxposed foodstufls,

10, A communiqué was released in the press and on TV to reassure the public at Jarge and also 10
indicate the state of the prevailing situation as well 25 to thank them for their kind cooperation.
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