Jamaica

In observation of IDDR Day in Jamaica, the Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management has collaborated with the International Year of Microcredit 2005 Coordinating Committee in Jamaica and will be observing International Day for Disaster Reduction on  October 12, 2005 under the theme, "Disaster Risk Reduction: Invest to Prevent".

As  part  of  our  Public Education efforts, a special One- page Feature to commemorate  the  day's  activities  to promote this very important message will  be  published  in  the Gleaner.  We are requesting a message from Mr. Briceno for this publication if it can be made available immediatley.

A forum is also planned for the day to be held at the Knutsford Court Hotel as outlined below:

Theme:  Disaster Risk Reduction: Invest to Prevent Disaster

Proposed Activity:       The Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management in collaboration with International Year of Microcredit 2005 Coordinating Committee will be staging a business forum entitled, 'Disaster Risk Reduction: Invest To Prevent Disaster'.

Date & Time:        Wednesday, October 12, 2005, 9 a.m. - 12noon

Location:           Knutsford Court Hotel, Kingston

Proposed Panelists: Senor Juan Carlos Espinola, UN Country Representative,

Dr. Gavin Chen, Senior Lecturer, Finance and

Entrepreneurship, UWI, Mona; Mr. Cedric Stephens,

Insurance Consultant and a represnetative from the

Jamaica Co-operative Credit Union League.

Facilitator:        Dr. Barbara Carby, Director General, ODPEM

BACKGROUND:

The  Theme  for  this  Year's  International  Day  for  Disaster Reduction, observed  October  12,  2005,  focuses  on  micro  financing  as a tool for reducing disaster risk vulnerability to natural hazards.  This is a new and promising  concept  of  micro  financing for disaster risk reduction, which deserves  increasing attention.  It is a fact that micro-financing can help to  develop greater coping capacity and reduce community vulnerability.  In addition   through   post-disaster  loans,  micro  finance  can  help  poor households recover more quickly.

The Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management as part of its Public  Education  Programme  and Mitigation Efforts to reduce the nation's vulnerability   will    adopt   this   global   theme  to  merge  with  the organisation's  continuing  drive  to  build community resilience.  It will also  create a capacity for a sustained national Hazard and Risk Management Proramme and to raise the awareness of the Jamaican populace to the various

approaches  to  mitigate  these hazards by making full use of the financial opportunities that may arise.

OBJECTIVES

1.   To create a climate to facilitate the growth and promotion of micro-financing as a useful tool in managing Jamaica's risk

2.   To foster stakeholder participation towards the inclusion of micro-financing services a part of any policy direction that deals with development or issues of  vulnerability, risk assessment and hazard mitigation;

3.   Share best practices among the financial sector to further promote the introduction and incorporation of micro financing and to identify gaps and challenges;

4.   Increase awareness of the importance of micro financing tools in general and to increase the r      reliability and availability of the relevant information to the public.

Proposed Target Group

·    Financial Institutions

·    Bank of Jamaica

·    Jamaica Cooperative Credit Union League

·    Insurance Companies

·    Parish Councils (Local Government)

·    Government Agencies

·    Community - Based Organisations

·    General Public
