2005 Jakarta’s Disaster Awareness Week (September 16 – 23, 2004)

To commemorate the International Day for Disaster Reduction this year, the Provincial Government of Jakarta (State Capital of Indonesia) has launched “Disaster Awareness Week’ (Pekan Sadar Bencana 2005), a program of public education and awareness about disaster. This program is held a month ahead of the International Day (13 Oct 2005) because October 2005 is the fasting month of Ramadhan since the majority of Indonesian are Moslem, they will be focusing on religious activities. 

This year is the second year for the Provincial Government of Jakarta to commemorate the International Day for Disaster Reduction, after pioneered it in 2004 as the first and only Local Government in Indonesia.  

In our view, the activity is becoming more important after the Tsunami disaster in Aceh, which has taken more than 100.000 people lives and much more has injured.

The message for 2005 Disaster Awareness Week is ‘Together, DKI Jakarta Provincial Government and the community will prepare to face the next disaster”. The theme is quite different with the international theme, which is reducing risk through microfinance and safety-nets because the topic will much relevant for the national level, not provincial level, since the provincial level does not have authorization for financial policy.

The activities of Disaster Awareness Week includes

1.
River dredging along river in Jakarta and neighborhood clean-up with the announcement to begin the Disaster Awareness Week (16 Sept 2005).

2.
Exhibition and Skill Station (16-18 Sept 2005) for all actors in disaster management (Fire Brigade, Ambulance, Police, Army, Radio, NGO, industries in Emergency Equipment) to introduce the community on the procedures and resources that could be used on disaster event. During the exhibition, there will be writing contest for journalist about disaster.

3.
Command-Post Drill on 5 Municipalities in DKI Jakarta (17 Sept 2005) simulating disaster event to rehearse the coordination between multiple bodies / units in the command level.

4.
One day Seminar and Workshop (19 Sept 2005) to empower head of village (Lurah), as the closest government representative on the field, creating hazard and resource map in their area. The main output of the workshop is to create action plan for Lurah in flood prone area to prepare their community for 2006 flood that will strike DKI Jakarta.

5.
Jamboree (20 & 21 Sept 2005) for disaster response actors and youth organizations to prepare and train them on responding the disaster that could strike DKI Jakarta.

6.
Fire Drill for High Rise Building (19 & 21 Sept 2005) in some of private and government buildings.

7.
Field Drill at Jakarta Exhibition Center (22 Sept 2005), to practice coordination between multiple bodies/units in the field level for terrorist radioactive bombing scenario.

8.
Disaster Preparedness Force Inspection (23 Sept 2005) by the Governor and the closing of the programs.

The main purposes of these activities are:

1.
To train and prepare the coordination between multi-sectors internal organization of the Provincial Office with the cooperation of international and national NGOs.

2.
To increase the awareness of the community on disaster.

3.
Help the community to prepare themselves for the next disaster that could occur.
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