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ASIA

Round Table Discussion

Micro Finance & Disaster Risk Reduction

International Day for Disaster Reduction, 12th October 2005

 

VENUE; UN Common Premises Conference Hall, Aini St 39 Dushanbe.
TIME; 09.30-14.00, 12 of October 2005
 
OBJECTIVES; 
· Sensitize the social and financial communities and institutions to disaster risk and thereby also raise the disaster risk awareness of their clients; 
· Recognize Micro Finance Institutions role in sustaining resilience to natural disasters amongst the hazard-prone populations.

EXPECTED OUTPUTS; 

· Functional procedures identified for Micro Finance Institutions to include Disaster Risk Reduction measures in business plans to their clients;  

· Forum for cooperation between Micro Finance Institutions and Disaster Management Institutions recognized;   

·     Needed information on Disaster Risk Reduction for Micro Finance Institutions identified. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION; 

2005 is the year of Micro Finance within UN, and UN/ISDR dedicates the International Day for Disaster Reduction, 12 October 2005, to promote enhanced disaster resilience by including Disaster Risk Reduction measures in Micro Finance projects. UN/ISDR Central Asia will support the theme by arranging a round table discussion on Micro Finance and Disaster Risk Reduction for high level officials. The primary objective will be to raise awareness amongst the social and financial communities and institutions to Disaster Risk Reduction measures, as Micro Finance projects easily suffers from frequent disasters in Tajikistan. 

 

The majority of Micro Finance clients victimized by natural disasters in Tajikistan have loans outstanding that have been used for different purposes ranging from petty trading, home improvement, livestock, agriculture activities, school fees, medical bills or previous family emergencies. But when natural disasters strike, clients lose family members, health, homes, business assets, inventories, live stock and crops – exactly those things in which they had invested loan capital. For the Micro Finance Institutions this represents a clear threat as the clients lose assets or income-earning activities by which means they repay Micro Finance Institutions. Pre-disaster planning is cost effectively and clearly benefits both the Micro Finance Institutions as well as the clients. 

 

In Tajikistan hazards represent a major risk for the poor and marginalized, who are already the most vulnerable in society; the destruction of property and livelihoods furthers their downward cycle of poverty. Investing in Disaster Risk Reduction reduces the vulnerability of people to hazards and helps to break the vicious cycle of poverty. Micro Credit has proven its value in many countries as a weapon against poverty and hunger. With access to micro credit, people with low incomes can earn more and better protect themselves against unexpected setbacks and losses. Micro Credit and Micro Finance in general are not yet fully utilized as tools for reducing disaster impacts, but some concrete experiences in India and Bangladesh have shown their potential and highlight the need to further explore these opportunities. The use of Micro Finance for reduction the risk of disasters is still somewhat experimental, but Tajikistan should explore various flexible approaches and impacts for poverty reduction and sustainable development. 

 

INVITED ORGANIZATIONS; 

- ECHO

- AKDN

- WB

- ADB

- SDC

- USAID

- EBRD

- IFC

- GAA

- JICA

- First Micro Finance Bank

- FOCUS

- FAO

- IOM

- UNDP

- MDG

- Ministry of Emergency Situations and Civil Defense

- Ministry of Agriculture

- Ministry of Economy and Trade

- Ministry of Melioration and Water Resources

- Department of Ecology and Emergency Situations by the presidential office

- Aid Coordination Unit (Presidential office)

- Department of Economic Reforms and Investment

- Chambers of Commercs

- National Bank of Tajikistan 

- Bank Eskhata 



- Tojiksodirotbank 


- TajPrombank 



- Agroinvestbank 

- Arion Insurance company 

- London Dushanbe Insurance company

- HOMO

- IMON

- OXUS

 

Contact person:   

Shuhrat Sherafgandov

Programme Assistant, UN/ISDR

Email : shuhrat.sherafgandov@undp.org
Mobile Phone: + (992 917) 733624

TENTATIVE AGENDA 

 

09.30- 09.40 Welcome statement by Ms. Ramstad, Regional Programme Officer for UN/ISDR Central Asia. 

 

09.40- 10.40  Panel session: Micro-finance organization preparedness for disasters. 

· Natural disasters impact on Micro Finance Institutions and their clients,

by Mr. Feerasta, Resident Representative AgaKan Development Network  (10 min); 

· Risk calculations and preparedness to disasters for Micro Finance Institutions, by Mr. Pillonel, Head of EBRD Resident Office (10 min);

· Micro Finance in rural areas and consideration of environmental management and disaster risk reduction, by Adam Yao, Program Manager GAA (10 min);

-  Question to the panel and group discussion (30 min).

 

10.40- 11.00 Coffee break  

 

11.00- 12.00 Panel session: Methods by which micro-finance clients can make their   investments more disaster-resilient.  

· Micro Finance as a tool for disaster risk reduction, by Mr. Radjabov First Deputy Minister Ministry of Emergency and Civil Defense (10 min);  

· Micro Finance projects vulnerability to disasters and possible interventions to disaster risk reduction, by Mr. Blanc Project Manager IFC (10 min);

· Pre-Disaster planning to Protect Micro Finance Clients, 

 by Ms. Ramstad, Regional Programme Officer for UN/ISDR Central  Asia (10min)

· Question to the panel and group discussion (30 min).

 

12.00- 13.00 Lunch 

13.00- 13.30 Plenum discussion  

   -    Identify follow-up activities to strengthen disaster reduction measures       within the micro-finance organizations. 

 

13.30- 13.40 Closing remarks by Ms. Ramstad, regional programme officer for UN/ISDR Central Asia 

 

13.40-14.00 Press conference 
�








