Key Articles and Decisions on Adaptation

In the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
Article 2 – Objective: “The ultimate objective of this Convention and any related legal instruments that the Conference of the Parties may adopt is to achieve, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Convention, stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system.  Such a level should be achieved within a time-frame sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure that food production is not threatened and to enable economic development to proceed in a sustainable manner.”

Article 4.1(b): All Parties shall “Formulate, implement, publish and regularly update national and, where appropriate, regional programmes containing measures to mitigate climate change by addressing anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks of all greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol, and measures to facilitate adequate adaptation to climate change.”

Article 4.1(e): All Parties shall “Cooperate in preparing for adaptation to the impacts of climate change; develop and elaborate appropriate and integrated plans for coastal zone management, water resources and agriculture, and for the protection and rehabilitation of areas, particularly in Africa, affected by drought and desertification, as well as floods.”

Article 4.1(f): All Parties shall “Take climate change considerations into account, to the extent feasible, in their relevant social, economic and environmental policies and actions, and employ appropriate methods, for example impact assessments, formulated and determined nationally, with a view to minimizing adverse effects on the economy, on public health and on the quality of the environment, of projects or measures undertaken by them to mitigate or adapt to climate change.”

Article 4.4: “The developed country Parties and other developed Parties included in Annex II shall also assist the developing country Parties that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change in meeting costs of adaptation to those adverse effects.”

In the Kyoto Protocol:

Article 10: Formulate, implement, publish and regularly update national and, where appropriate, regional programmes containing [] measures to facilitate adequate adaptation to climate change:   (i) Such programmes would, inter alia, concern the energy, transport and industry sectors as well as agriculture, forestry and waste management. Furthermore, adaptation technologies and methods for improving spatial planning would improve adaptation to climate change; and (ii) []; and other Parties shall seek to include in their national communications, as appropriate, information on programmes which contain measures that the Party believes contribute to addressing climate change and its adverse impacts, including [] capacity building and adaptation measures;

Key Agenda Items 

There are currently about ten agenda items that address vulnerability and adaptation in the context of climate change negotiations, with particular attention having been given to issues relating to Article 4.8 and 4.9, and to scientific and technical aspects under the relevant SBSTA agenda item on adaptation. Other aspects have been treated elsewhere on the SBI and SBSTA agendas. For example, adaptation is addressed under topics such as non-Annex I national communications, methodologies, technology transfer, Article 6 (education, training and public awareness), and research and systematic observation (Article 5). In the future, adaptation may be an important element of work under the Kyoto Protocol, for example, with financing from the clean development mechanism (CDM) and the provision of guidance to the GEF on the operation of the Adaptation Fund.

The agenda item topics currently relating to adaptation include the following: 

Subsidiary Body for Implementation 
· Article 4.8: addresses actions related to funding, insurance and the transfer of technology, to meet the specific needs and concerns of developing country Parties arising from the adverse effects of climate change, especially on small island countries and countries with areas prone to natural disasters, drought etc….  

· Article 4.9: deals with specific needs and special situations of the least developed countries in their actions with regard to funding and transfer of technology.

· Annex I and Non-Annex I national communications (Article 12)

· Guidance to the Global Environment Facility (GEF) 
· Capacity building 
· Article 6 deals with education, training and public awareness on climate change and its adverse effects, including 'Public participation in addressing climate change and its effects and developing adequate responses'

Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice  
· Technology transfer 

· Methods 

· Scientific, technical and socio-economic aspects of the impacts of, and vulnerability and adaptation to climate change

(See http://unfccc.int/adaptation/sbsta_agenda_item_adaptation/items/2673.php).
Key COP Decisions

Decision 5/CP.7 emphasizes the importance of country-driven approaches, adaptation based on assessments and evaluations in support of sustainable development, exchange of information, dissemination of information on methods and tools for evaluating impacts and adaptation strategies (see the secretariat’s compilation).

It details measures to be supported by GEF including activities related to:

Information and methodologies:

(i) data collection and information gathering, their anaysis, interpretation and dissemination to end-users;

(ii)
integration of climate change considerations into sustainable development planning;

(iii)
training 

(iv)
national and regional systematic observation and monitoring networks (sea-level rise, climate and hydrological monitoring stations, fire hazards, land degradation, floods, cyclones and droughts);
(v)
national and regional research programmes on climate variability and climate change, 

(vi)
education, training, and public awareness ;

Vulnerability and adaptation:

(i) enabling activities for vulnerability and adaptation assessment;

(ii) technical training for integrated climate change impact and vulnerability and adaptation assessments across all relevant sectors, and environmental management related to climate change;

(iii) capacity to integrate adaptation into sustainable development programmes;

(iv) transfer of adaptation technologies;

(v) adaptation pilot or demonstration projects 

(vi) capacity building for preventive measures, planning, preparedness of disasters relating to climate change, including contingency planning, in particular, for droughts and floods in areas prone to extreme weather events; 
(vii) early warning systems for extreme weather events for developing country Parties
Other activities to be funded by the special climate change fund and/or the adaptation fund include: 

(i) implementation of adaptation activities promptly where sufficient information is available; 

(ii) Improving the monitoring of diseases and vectors affected by climate change, and related forecasting and early-warning systems, and in this context improving disease control and prevention;

(iii) capacity building for preventive measures, planning, preparedness and management of disasters relating to climate change, including contingency planning, in particular, for droughts and floods in areas prone to extreme weather events;

(iv) national and regional centres and information networks for rapid response to extreme weather events.

It establishes a work programme for the implementation of Article 4.9 supporting the preparation of national adaptation programmes of action (NAPAs). Comprehensive information on LDCs and the NAPA process can be seen at http://unfccc.int/cooperation_and_support/ldc/items/2666.php.

Decision 1/CP.10 containing the Buenos Aires programme of work on adaptation and response measures, in addition to funding aspects, furthers the implementation of activities recommended in 5/CP.7 through

Information and methodologies

(i) Improving data collection and information gathering, and the analysis, interpretation and dissemination of such data and information to end-users, under decision 5/CP.7, paragraph 7 (a) (i), within and by Parties not included in Annex I to the Convention (non-Annex I Parties) which are vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change, including through the enhancement of systematic observation and monitoring networks in countries with observation stations that feed into the Global Climate Observing System and through increased data sharing between Parties, particularly among Parties included in Annex I to the Convention (Annex I Parties) and among non-Annex I Parties;

(ii) Strengthening in-country capacity-building for generating, managing, processing and analysing data sets, for improving the quality of analytical tools, and for disseminating the results of these efforts in sectors that can contribute to climate change impact analysis, including through the development and strengthening of in-country modelling tools to assess the adverse effects of climate change and drivers of regional climate trends;

(iii) Providing additional training in each specialized field relevant to adaptation identified in decision 5/CP.7, paragraph 7 (a) (iii), in order to create and sustain in-country capacity, including through overseas training, scholarship programmes and workshops, according to needs identified by Parties;

(iv) Improving the availability of General Circulation Models, including their outputs and results, and providing training and financial and technical assistance to non-Annex I Parties for the development and application of downscaling tools at regional and national levels;

(v) Strengthening institutions and centres through targeted research programmes under decision 5/CP.7, paragraph 7 (a) (v) and (vi), to address the adverse effects of climate change in vulnerable sectors;

(vi) Supporting education and training in, and public awareness of, issues relating to climate change under decision 5/CP.7, paragraph 7 (a) (vii), as well as stakeholder participation in key sectors;

Vulnerability and adaptation

(i) Carrying out pilot and demonstration projects under decision 5/CP.7, paragraph 7 (b) (v), in particular to take forward adaptation projects identified in national communications and other relevant sources, including activities that strengthen adaptive capacity;

(ii) Enhancing technical training for integrated climate change impact and vulnerability assessment across all relevant sectors, and for environmental management relating to climate change under decision 5/CP.7, paragraph 7 (b) (ii);

(iii) Promoting the transfer of technologies for adaptation under decision 5/CP.7, paragraph 7 (b) (iv), on an urgent basis in priority sectors, including agriculture and water resources, for example through the exchange of experiences and lessons learned in enhancing resilience to the adverse effects of climate change in key sectors;

(iv) Building capacity, including institutional capacity, for preventive measures, planning, preparedness and management of disasters relating to climate change, including contingency planning, in particular for droughts and floods and extreme weather events, in accordance with decision 5/CP.7, paragraphs 7 (b) (vi) and 8 (c);
The decision also addresses modelling and reporting. 

