
PART III OF DOCUMENT TO SUPPORT DISCUSSION OF TOPIC 3

5-11 July 2004: Voluntary partnerships

It is suggested that governments and other organizations should implement voluntary, multi-stakeholder partnerships to support the achievement of the stated objectives, priorities and follow-up activities, by means of major initiatives that either (a) commit to or demonstrate the achievement of targeted actions, (b) mobilize resources and build capacities, or (c) develop innovations in policy, technical methodology and best practices. It should be noted that the partnership mechanism is not intended to substitute for inter-governmental commitments on the subject of risk reduction that might be made at the WCDR or elsewhere. Rather it is intended to be a flexible and important complement to the implementation of governmental commitments.

It is suggested that the Secretariat of the ISDR be requested to develop and maintain a register of partnerships that meet the above criteria and that are consistent with the partnership principles set out by the General Assembly
 including inter alia the need for transparency and accountability, and to assist in the promotion and dissemination of the partnerships’ achievements. 

In essence the following criteria and modalities are suggested to guide the operation of the partnership mechanism.

· The mechanism is open to any combination of governments, local authorities, and major civil society organizations including NGOs and the private sector. 

· To be included, a partnership must address an issue of significant actual or potential impact.

· The partnerships are voluntary, transparent, flexible, self-organizing and self-governing, reflecting the mutual respect of the partners involved and their shared responsibility for the design and management of the modalities of the partnership.

· The partnerships are focused on delivering tangible and practical outcomes that are directly related to the implementation of the agreed disaster risk reduction objectives and chosen targets.

· Partners commit themselves to providing information on the planned modalities and activities and on progress achieved on an annual basis, according to an agreed reporting guideline. The partners designate a lead partner to serve as focal point for all formal interactions.

· The ISDR Secretariat will register partnerships, maintain summary materials on them, and assist in disseminating and publicizing their achievements.

It is also suggested that the Secretariat of the ISDR be requested to cooperate with the Secretariat of the Commission for Sustainable Development to ensure that the registered partnerships are included in the partnership database operated by the Commission for Sustainable Development and are subject to the same management standards and reporting procedures.







� A/RES/58/129 (“Toward global partnerships”) add link to this resolution sets out criteria for the management of partnerships in support of United Nations programmes.


� The Commission on Sustainable Development serves as the focal point for discussions on partnerships that promote sustainable development and the implementation of Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. It has developed a web-based searchable database of such partnerships, with standard fields and summaries, that provides a natural home for recording and publicizing the partnerships proposed in this document. See www.un.org/esa/sustdev/partnerships/partnerships.htm.
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