UN/ISDR online dialogue: Priority areas to implement disaster risk reduction

Topic 1: Objectives and areas for action, stemming from the preliminary conclusions of the review of implementation of disaster risk reduction (15-25 June)

Suggested changes to wording of goals, objectives and priorities 

This list is confined to participants’ specific comments on the draft text. More general comments about the contents and focus of the goals, objectives and priorities are reflected in the Topic 1 summary. 

Goals

1. The substantial reduction of disaster losses, in lives and in the social, economic and environmental assets of communities and countries.

2. The integration of disaster risk considerations into national development planning and programmes in order to improve sustainable development outcomes.

· ‘To have national development policies, planning and programmes with higher investment in integrating disaster risk considerations, in order to improve sustainable development outcomes.’ (Saroj Khumar Jha 17/6/04)

· ‘The integration of disaster risk assessment into national development planning and programmes in order to improve sustainable development outcomes.’ (Calvin J Yan 17/6/04)

· Risk reduction, development and emergency response are very much related: the need to recognise this linkage should be reflected in the goal. (David Stevens 25/6/04)

3. The development of stronger institutions, mechanisms and community capacities that can systematically build resilience to natural hazards and disasters.

· 'The development of strong legal and techno-legal frameworks, institutions, mechanisms for compliance and community capacities that can systematically build resilience to natural hazards and disasters.' (Saroj Khumar Jha 17/6/04)

(additional goal suggested)

· 'The sustained commitment of political will and related resource allocations for tangible risk management practices planned and conducted within a strategic framework.' (Solveig Thorvaldsdottir 25/6/04)

Objectives and priorities for action

1. Ensure disaster risk reduction is a national policy with a strong organizational basis for implementation.

· There should be reference to inclusion of disaster risk reduction within national sustainable development planning frameworks and poverty reduction strategies. (Sarah La Trobe 18/6/04)

(ii) Adopt or modify legislation to support disaster reduction, including regulations and mechanisms to enforce compliance where required and the designation of a senior public officer or organisation for overseeing its implementation.

· 'Adopt or modify legislation to support disaster reduction, including regulations and mechanisms to enforce compliance where required, a ministry assigned for ministerial co-ordination, and the designation of a senior public officer or organisation for overseeing its implementation.' (Solveig Thorvaldsdottir 25/6/04).

(iii) Identify and allocate decentralized responsibilities for implementing disaster risk management and risk reduction to sub-national authorities and local communities.

· 'Identify and allocate decentralized responsibilities for implementing disaster risk management and risk reduction to sub-national and regional authorities, and local communities.' (Leonidas Ocola 28/6/04)

(v) Integrate risk management and risk reduction into development policy and planning and into sector policy and plans.

· This should be an objective in its own right. (Claudio Osorio 22/6/04)

2. Identify, assess and monitor risks and enhance early warning.

· 'Identify, assess and monitor disaster risks and enhance early warning systems.' (Calvin J Yan 17/6/04)

(vi) Allocate necessary resources for disaster risk management and risk reduction in the relevant sections of the national budget and local administrative budgets.

· 'Support the infrastructure and mechanisms needed to observe, analyse and predict disastrous hazards.' (Calvin J Yan 17/6/04)

(additional priorities)

· 'Develop and disseminate best practice in disaster risk identification, assessment and monitoring.' (Calvin J Yan 17/6/04)

· 'Increase the acquisition, reliability and availability of hazardous natural phenomena information and knowledge to monitor risks at acceptable levels.' (Leonidas Ocola 28/6/04)

3. Use knowledge and education to build a culture of resilience.

· 'Use education to increase the disaster risk reduction knowledge base.' (Bernard Manyena 17/6/04)

(additional priorities)

· 'Develop a procedure for systematic learning from disasters and crisis to increase understanding of how disaster losses occur and to ensure institutional learning within local and national agencies.' (Solveig Thorvaldsdottir 25/6/04)

· 'Support disaster research that is aimed at developing procedures to determine acceptable risk.' (Solveig Thorvaldsdottir 25/6/04)

4. Reduce the underlying risk factors.

(i) Enhance the control of land use changes and development activities that can result in increases of disaster risk, such as deforestation and the destruction of wetlands and other eco-systems.

· There should also be reference to provision of land (lack of good national government laws and policies on land issues can increase vulnerability to disaster. (Sarah La Trobe 18/6/04)

(v) Protect and improve critical public facilities, particularly schools, clinics, hospitals, communications and transport lifelines, and private housing and buildings, through proper design, retrofitting and re-building.

· 'Protect against hazards and improve the vulnerability of public critical facilities, [etc.]' (Leonidas Ocola 28/6/04)

· Include systems of water supply as one of the critical public facilities. (Victor Rojas 28/6/04)

(vi) Promote adaptation to climate variability and change, by methods including the routine application of environmental and climatological information by planners, engineers, managers, and other decision makers.

· [add] Promote reduction in CO2 emissions by lobbying national governments to abide by international protocols on climate change. (Bernard Manyena 17/6/04)

5. Strengthen disaster preparedness, contingency planning and community involvement in risk reduction.

(additional priorities)

· 'Institutionalise community participation in disaster preparedness, contingency planning and disaster risk management.' (Leonidas Ocola 28/6/04)

(John Twigg, moderator, 1/7/04)

