UN/ISDR online dialogue: Priority areas to implement disaster risk reduction

Summary of Topic 1: Objectives and areas for action, stemming from the preliminary conclusions of the review of implementation of disaster risk reduction (15-25 June)
'Good practice' examples
Many participants referred to activities that could be considered ‘good practice’ or examples for others to learn from. These are listed here, grouped under broad headings as in most cases they were not specifically linked to the proposed WCDR objectives and priorities for action. In some cases, further details can be found in the relevant contribution (the name of the contributor and date are given in brackets), and references are given where these were supplied. Others, though, are short or anecdotal references.

Note: This is a list of the examples provided by participants. It has not been selected or validated by the dialogue’s moderator or ISDR. 

Policy, governance and collaboration:

· Australian/New Zealand risk management standard AS/NZS 4360: 1999 which sets out how to integrate risk management into standard management practice (Roger Jones 17/6/04).

· The Aarhus Convention on access to information and public participation in decision making 1998 (Alekssandr Kuzmenko 17/6/04).

· Institutional collaborations (forums, alliances, etc.): e.g. the Kobe-based Disaster Reduction Alliance www.dra.ne.jp (Alessandro Pasuto 17/6/04).

· Multi-stakeholder scenario planning workshops in the Eastern Caribbean to mainstream disaster risk reduction, 2004 (Tom Mitchell 17/6/04).

· National-level awareness-raising, training and educational programmes in India as part of a National Disaster Reduction Plan (GN Ritchie 18/6/04).

· A Latin American meeting on health risk reduction organised by the Pan-American Health Organisation in April 2004, which made recommendations about integrating risk management into the health sector (Claudio Osorio 22/6/04; recommendations listed in full).

· An inter-sectoral commission to look at risk management in the water and sanitation sector in Bolivia, June 2004 (Maria Otero 24/6/04; conclusions and recommendations listed in full).

· Actions by civil society groups in Bangladesh to demand more effective government engagement with disaster reduction issues (Khurshid Alam 25/6/04).

· An instrument prepared for planners in the health sector that takes account of disaster risk www.paho.org/English/DD/PED/proteccion.htm (Victor Rojas 28/6/04).

· Promotion by the El Salvador Ministry of Public Works of a standard for seismic-resistant hospital design www2.ops.org.sv/tccendoc/el_salvador_se_levanta/hospitales.pdf (Victor Rojas 28/6/04)

Implementation:

· Investments in road maintenance and complementary activities along the PanAmerican Highway that helped to reduce damage and flooding along sections of the road during recent major natural disasters (Koko Warner 17/6/04).

· An earthquake education outreach programme for schools in the USA, shown to protect children from injury in an earthquake in 2001 (Terry Egan 18/6/04).

· A range of complementary strategies for coping with floods promoted by the Government of Vietnam (R Kuberan 21/6/04).

· An integrated development planning strategy adopted in South Africa (Elias Mabaso 22/6/04).

· Evidence of government's ability to prepare effectively for storms in Cuba www.oxfamamerica.org/cuba (Jacques Paré 24/6/04).

· ActionAid Bangladesh's work to improve education infrastructure, based on school management committees (Khurshid Alam 25/6/04).

· ActionAid Ethiopia's seed multiplication project that improved local control over seed supplies and ensured availability during crisis periods (Khurshid Alam 25/6/04).

· CARE International's Central American Mitigation Initiative (CAMI) linking local-level, community-based activities with other actors in disaster reduction in four countries (Sonia Wallman 25/6/04 - 2 contributions).

· Measures taken in Iceland since 1995 to reduce the impact of avalanches, including changes in legislation, new risk maps, structural measures and improved monitoring (Solveig Thorvaldsdottir 25/6/04).

· ITDG's drought and flood mitigation work in South Asia, and preparedness/risk mapping work with rural schools in Latin America (Rachel Berger 25/6/04).

· The European Space Agency's development of improved food security information and early warning systems www.gmfs.info (Claude René Heimo 25/6/04).

· Reconstruction of schools and health facilities in safer areas in Honduras following Hurricane Mitch www.ueprrac.org/ (Victor Rojas 28/6/04).

Research, analysis and information dissemination:

· Tearfund’s research into donor policy and practice in disaster risk reduction, 2003 (Sarah La Trobe 16/6/04).

· Evaluation of disaster management operations in a developing region (not named), 2003 (Koko Warner 17/6/04).

· MA thesis on ‘Political Aspects of Natural Disasters: issues of Governance and Risk Management in Developing Countries’ (Valerie Bode 18/6/04).

· The document ‘Mitigation Saves’ listing examples of disaster mitigation projects that have saved money www.arct.cam.ac.uk/curbe/infosheets.html#factsheet1 (Ilan Kelman 21/6/04)

· The Global Alliance for Disaster Reduction’s ‘Global Blueprints for Change’ documents on best practice www.gadr.giees.uncc.edu (Walter Hays 24/6/04).

· Research on farmers’ coping strategies in Kenya (Ben Wisner 24/6/04).

· Current research in Sudan on the application of local and external knowledge to sustainable livelihood/natural resource management strategies that could enable communities to adapt to climate-related stresses and shocks (Balgis Osman Elasha 25/6/04).

(John Twigg, moderator, 1/7/04)

